
Your Career with
an Arts Degree 

Careers with
Languages

Language graduates and
the employment market
Languages students have excellent communication skills and broad
cultural awareness, usually backed up with the experience gained on a year abroad.
Graduates with a good command of modern languages are sought after for numerous roles in a
variety of organisations and sectors. Language skills are particularly useful when combined with
expertise in other fields and often provide that extra edge that makes a graduate stand out.

Skills acquired with a degree in Languages include:

• Excellent oral communication skills
• The ability to manage time effectively, work alone

but also as part of a team
• Provide excellent customer service
• Have excellent written communication skills, both

in English and other chosen language
• An understanding of managing one’s own learning

• The ability to perform multiple tasks and to
problem-solve 

• Sensitivity to different cultures and can deal with
new situations

• IT, information retrieval and presentation skills
• Analytic ability and numeracy skills

Source: “Transferable Skills in Third-Level Modern Languages
Curricula” (2003)- a HEA funded project. 

www.nuigalway.ie/careers/arts
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Language graduates...
Language graduates find employment in diverse fields.
Here are some of the most popular career destinations for
our Language graduates:

Career Destinations of our Language Graduates
It is useful to know what fellow graduates have done after obtaining their degree at NUI Galway.
The following are some of the roles our Language graduates took up after graduation:

Language Assistant Programme, Quebec
Self Employed Community Interpreter, Lionbridge Translation 
Accountancy Section – using French, Chase International Bank Dublin
English Teacher, Alfonso XIII Primary School – Spain
Customer Service – German language section, SAP, Parkmore Galway
Lectrice d'anglais, Aix-Marseille Universite – France

Source: NUI Galway First Destinations Survey

Language Assistant  l Interpreter  l Teacher  l TEFL Teacher
Executive/Admin Officer in Civil Service  l Overseas Sales Executive
Hotel Manager  l Travel Agent  l Diplomat  l Customer Support
Publishing  l Marketing Executive  l Bilingual Secretary

  Boosting your employability with Languages
Language students pursue a variety of careers and can work in business, education, public
service at national and European levels, Charities and international organisations,
PR companies, advertising and marketing, market research companies, management
consultants, publishers, hotels, financial services and in teaching. 

All these careers require excellent communication skills, the skills of research, analysis and
writing, for which a degree with langauges is excellent preparation.

Work experience is also a key issue and any experience you have to add to your CV will be
a bonus.  Volunteering is also an excellent way of adding experience to your CV.

The Career Development Centre at NUI Galway has some reference books that may help
you find work experience and some of the websites listed at the end of this leaflet also offer
many opportunities.

There are some publications that may help keep you up-to-date. These publications also
have many advertisements from companies and consultancies and so can help also with
job search and may be available to reference in the Careers library.

Note: Further qualifications may be needed for certain positions. This list is a sample of positions available.
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Language Graduates do?
For certain career choices, employers may look for
candidates with further qualifications and training.
Our Language graduates frequently choose one of the
following postgraduate programmes at NUI Galway:

MA/HDip (Conference Interpreting)

Higher Diploma (Education) 

MA (Translation Studies)

LLM

MA (Advanced Language Skills)

HDip (Business Studies)

For information on studying in Ireland
and studying abroad with useful links
for many countries worldwide visit:
www.nuigalway.ie/careers

www.postgradireland.com also has
useful information on postgraduate
courses in Ireland, 

www.prospects.ac.uk is an excellent
site for researching opportunities
in the UK and 
http://ec.europa.eu/ploteus/
covers the EU.
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Other postgraduate programmes undertaken by previous
Languages graduates include:
MA (Conference Interpreting), Uni Westminster before registering
as freelance interpreter with European institute

MSc (Sustainable Development), University of Uppsala-Sweden

MA (Translation Studies), DCU

MA ( Journalism), DCU

MA (Linguistics), UCC

PGDE (Primary Modern Foreign Languages), UK

MA (French Literature), Bordeaux

MA in Humanitarian Action, Uni Spain
HDip in Primary Education, Hibernia College
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Where can I find out more?
The following websites contain relevant, interesting information on career opportunities with a degree in Languages.

EUROPE
Using your language skills: www.prospects.ac.uk/cms/ShowPage/Home_page/Using_your_language_skills/p!empgbXb
Centre for Information on Language Teaching and Research www.cilt.org.uk
www.languageswork.co.uk 
www.eurobrussels.com (jobs in European Affairs)
www.academicjobseu.com 
http://www.skillsireland.ie/media/EGFSB22062012-Key_Skills_for_Enterprise_to_Trade_Internationally.pdf
http://www.ria.ie/getmedia/b4da3328-4395-4f1f-99cf-e0e013162001/RIA-National-Languages-Strategy.pdf.aspx

ABROAD
Modern Languages Association www.mla.org/ 
www.omniglot.com/language/careers.htm 
www.languagejobs.org/

What our
students
say...

Ruth Gilroy 
Bachelor of Arts, German and Spanish

I qualified in both Spanish and German and

subsequently did the PGDE- Post Graduate Diploma

in Education. I was then fortunate enough to find a job

teaching English and German in a secondary school in

Galway.

Arts allowed me to study what I enjoyed most in secondary school -

languages and languages alone. I was not interested in studying languages

with other courses such as ‘Law’ or ‘Business’, for example. The subjects at

university level are much broader and Arts gave me an insight into different

aspects of German and Spanish language and culture, including film,

literature, poetry, geography and history among others. The Erasmus

Programme enabled me to achieve a certain level of fluency that is

necessary for any role with languages.

I achieved a good level of fluency in both languages, I became more

cultured and I also became active in German drama by way of the German

society. Since having received my Arts degree from NUI Galway, I have

never been unemployed and have proven to be a desired candidate for

many roles including and not limited to ‘Accounts Payable with languages’,

‘Customer Service Representative with languages’, ‘Market Research with

languages’ and teaching.

*Languages_Layout 1  17/04/2013  09:53  Page 4



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


