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Elections, National University of Ireland

There are two elections in which graduates of all the Constituent Universities and Recognised Colleges of the National University may be eligible to vote: Seanad Éireann and Convocation:

Seanad Éireann
The legal basis for the University Seanad Éireann elections is Bunreacht na hÉireann, Article 18(4) and the relevant Acts are the Seanad Electoral (University Members) Acts, 1937 - 2001.  Under those Acts, the National University Constituency elects three members of Senate, and Dublin University (Trinity) Constituency also elects three members of Senate.  The Constitution was amended in 1979 to allow for legislation whereby the University constituencies would include other third level institutions and the election would be "...of so many members of Seanad Éireann as may be fixed by law in substitution for an equal number of the members to be elected..." pursuant to Article 18(4)(1) - to date no further legislation has been enacted.

Seanad elections take place within 90 days of the dissolution of Dáil Éireann, and is strictly a postal vote. Presuming that more than three candidates are nominated, ballot papers are issued to all registered graduates.  Graduates, other than honorary graduates, who are citizens of Ireland, may register at any time, but must have submitted their claim to register by 26th February of any given year in order to be listed in the Register which will be published on 1st June of that year (revised annually). All procedures are governed by the Acts.

As from 2005, as provided by Section 56 of the Electoral (Amendment) Act 2001, the Registration Officer is further obliged to publish a second version of the Seanad Éireann Register, namely the Edited Seanad Éireann Register. While the ordinary Seanad Register will be used for statutory purposes only, including the conduct of Seanad elections, the Edited Seanad Register will be used for purposes other than statutory purposes, including commercial purposes. Any NUI graduate who is listed on the ordinary Seanad Éireann Register may also claim, in writing, to be registered on the Seanad Edited Register. (cf: www.nui.ie/elections)
The National University supplies information on registration to all the Constituent Universities and Recognised Colleges, but any graduate may request a Registration Form at any time. The current Seanad Éireann Register contains 98,149 names.

Three Representatives elected to Seanad Éireann by the NUI constituency (Seanad Election 28 April 2011):

Rónán Mullen BA BL

Feargal Quinn, BComm

John Crown MB BCh BAO, BSc, MBA

Convocation
"Convocation" consists of the Chancellor, the Vice-Chancellor, the Members of Senate, the Professors and Lecturers and the Graduates of the University.  There are two Convocation Elections - the election of Chancellor of the National University and the election of eight members of the Senate of the National University.  The election of a Chancellor takes place when a vacancy occurs in the Chancellorship - as happened in 2009 on the retirement of Dr Garret FitzGerald.  On 12th March 2009, Dr Maurice Manning was elected as Chancellor of the University.  The election of eight members of Senate takes place every five years, the next election in the ordinary course to be held in 2012. Under the Universities Act 1997, gender balance is a requirement, so that the eight members of Senate must consist of four women and four men. 

The relevant university statutes were revised in 1989 to the effect that any graduate who wishes to vote in a Convocation election must apply for a voting paper in writing. (At the time of election, forms will be available to facilitate graduates who may wish to apply for a vote.)

Eight Members elected by Convocation to the NUI Senate (Election Meeting October 2007): 

	Pat Cahill (from November 2009)

Clíona Eilis De Bhaldraithe Marsh, BA MA

Tommy Francis, BA HDipEd MA (Lanc)

John R Hurley BA HDipEd

Maurice A Manning, BA DLitt (until 12th March, 2009)


	Seán Ó Coileáin BA MA AM PhD (Harvard) MRIA

Mary O’Riordan MB BCh BAO DCH FPC MPH

Linda M P O’Shea Farren, BCL

Bernardine O’Sullivan BA HDipEd




