Diploma in General Studies

The Diploma in General Studies is an interdisciplinary programme which provides a broad educational experience for students who may wish to choose from modules in the areas of Science, Engineering, Humanities and Business in accordance with their

professional requirements and personal goals. The Diploma compromises a range of individual modules which on completion of the required 30 credits, will lead to the award of a Diploma in General Studies.
Who is the programme designed for?

The Diploma programme may be seen as a stepping stone for students who wish to explore a number of introductory level modules within the Humanities, Science, Engineering and Business areas. It provides a guide for them as they make informed

decisions in relation to which specialism they may pursue at diploma or degree level should they so desire. The Diploma programme may equally be attractive for students wishing to enter/re-enter the job market as, through their engagement in programme modules, they develop key professional skills such as written and oral communication, decision making, critical thinking and technical skills required by today’s employers.

Programme Content

The programme structure includes two core modules - Essential Life Skills covering communication skills, applied writing and presentation skills and an Information Technology module. Students are also required to take a further four modules in an area of their choice (ie. Science, Business, Engineering or Humanities). The modules as set out in each of the specialist streams are recommended for students who may wish to pursue a professional career in that specialism or for those who may wish to undertake further study at a later date. As the programme intends to provide a broad, liberal education students can equally pick and choose modules from among these streams to a total of four, according to their particular interest and/or professional requirements. 
Core Modules

1. Essential Life Skills for Success

2. Information Technology

Elective Modules

Students are required to complete four modules from either stream in an area of their choice.

A. Science

Maths (BL), Chemistry (BL), Physics (BL), Biology & Biotechnology (BL)

B. Engineering

Maths (BL), Physics (BL), Introduction to Electro-Mechanical Engineering, Introduction to Environmental Science (BL)
C. Business Studies

Introduction to Management (BL), Enterprise Development, Organisational Behaviour (BL), Applied Innovation Management (BL)

D. Humanities

Exploring English Literature – An Introduction, Introduction to Archaeology, Introduction to Local History, Introduction to the History of Western Philosophy

Programme Delivery

The Diploma programme will be delivered on a part-time basis over one year (6 modules) or two years (3 modules per year). Modules will be delivered either on a classroom-basis (Monday to Thursday), where students will be required to attend classes on one evening per week over an eight week period per module. Alternatively, a number of modules may be delivered via blended learning where students can study at their own pace using online learning materials as well as attending regular, face-to-face seminars which take place on Saturdays.
Modules with the notation of (BL) in the above list are delivered via blended learning providing flexibility to students who may not be available to attend classes on a weekly basis.
Tuition Fees 2009/2010

3 modules: €1,035

6 modules: €2,070

The non-EU is €1,535 and €2,570 respectively.

For further enquiries on programme content and structure, please contact:

Ms. Martha Higgins

Adult and Continuing Education Office

Phone: (091) 492062

Email: adulteducation@nuigalway.ie

Closing date for receipt of applications is Friday, 26 June, 2009.
