	AR246 CASTLES, COLONISTS AND CRANNOGS 1100-1350
SECOND YEAR COMPULSORY MODULE (SEMESTER 1)

Lecturers: Dr. Kieran O’Conor, Paul Murphy and Dr. Rory Sherlock



	Structure:
	24 lectures over 6 weeks in Semester 1

	Course Weighting:
	5 ECTS

	Assessment:
	Essay 

	Lectures Commence:
	5/9/2011

	Lectures will be held every Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday

	Lectures End:
	14/10/2011
	

	Venues
	Larmor Theatre
	Larmor Theatre
	Dillon Theatre
	  AC202

	Days/Times
	Mon 11-12
	Wed 1-2
	Thurs 11-12
	Fri 11-12


Module Summary

This course critically examines the archaeology of Ireland during the high medieval period from c. 1100 until the late 14th century. The reform of the church in the 12th century and the nature of society prior to the arrival of the Normans are both examined in the first part of this course. The background to the coming of the Anglo-Normans to Ireland in 1169 and the impact they had on the landscape are discussed in depth. Themes for this part of the course will include the role of castles, the manorial economy, trade, the foundation of villages and towns by mostly English immigrants and dispersed settlement in Anglo-Norman dominated parts of eastern Ireland. In particular, the interplay between castle, town and country in Anglo-Norman Ireland is explored in this comprehensive programme. 

It must also be remembered that large parts of Ireland remained in some way under the control of Irish (Gaelic Irish) princes and lords. The course will chart the interaction between the indigenous Irish and the newcomers. Lectures in this section of the course will examine the nature of Irish settlement during the period under review and will argue that while there was much change, continuity from the pre-Norman period was seen too. The changes of the 14th century will be examined in the last lectures of the course. 
Core Texts

Barry, T. B. 1987 The archaeology of medieval Ireland. London and New York.

Duffy, P., Edwards, D. and FitzPatrick, E. (eds). 2001 Gaelic Ireland, c.1250-c.1650: land, lordship and settlement. Dublin.

O’Conor, K. 1998 The archaeology of medieval rural settlement In Ireland. Discovery Programme Monographs 3, Dublin.

 O’Conor, K. 2004 Medieval rural settlement in Munster, Barryscourt Lecture No. VII, 225-56, Gandon Editions, Kinsale

O'Keeffe, T. 2000 Medieval Ireland: an archaeology. Stroud. 

Learning Outcomes

At the end of the course (which includes the completion of the assessment) a student should be able to:

· Demonstrate an understanding of the archaeology of high medieval Ireland

· Critically analyse competing interpretations of medieval settlement in high medieval Ireland.

· Properly structure and coherently write a 3,000-word essay

	AR225 HUNTERS AND FARMERS IN EARLY EUROPE

SECOND YEAR COMPULSORY MODULE (SEMESTER 1)

Course co-ordinator: Stefan Bergh

Lecturers: Stefan Bergh, Carleton Jones, Andrew Whitefield



	


	Structure:
	24 lectures over ten weeks in Semester 1

	Course Weighting:
	5 ECTS

	Assessment:
	Written two-hour exam 

	Lectures Commence:
	6/9/2011
	(Lectures will be held every Tuesday and Wednesday)

	Lectures End:
	23/11/2011
	

	Venues:
	AC 213
	AC213
	
	

	Times:
	11am – 12 noon 
	11am – 12 noon
	
	


Module Summary

This course introduces evidence from the Mesolithic and Neolithic periods of Western Asia and Europe, to create a context for the understanding of the early prehistory of Ireland.  We will look particularly at the possible reasons why communities who lived by foraging and hunting adopted agriculture and what implications those changes had. The course begins with an overview, followed by an examination of various aspects of Mesolithic society. The origin of farming in Western Asia is next, followed by the Neolithic of the central and north European plain and the introduction of agriculture to Western Europe, particularly to Britain and Ireland. The development of ritual and burial monuments will be explored towards the end of the course. 

Learning Outcomes
This course enables students to:

· Describe the range of evidence for the development of prehistoric communities and societies in Europe and Western Asia

· Place evidence for the development of prehistoric societies in Ireland in a wider context

· Recognise selected key artefacts and site types from the relevant periods in Europe and Western Asia

· Demonstrate critical understanding of the nature of prehistoric evidence, its chronology and classification including awareness of problems in the use of classification tools

· Assemble and comment on evidence regarding key issues in the study of the Mesolithic and Neolithic periods in Europe and Western Asia

· Critically discuss and compare interpretations by archaeologists of this evidence

Core Texts*

Cooney, G. & Grogan, E. 1994 Irish Prehistory: A Social Perspective. Dublin: Wordwell.

B. Cunliffe (ed.) 1994 Prehistoric Europe: The Oxford Illustrated History of Prehistoric 

Europe. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Whittle, A. 1996. Europe in the Neolithic. The Creation of New Worlds. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press.
Price, D.T. 1987. The Mesolithic of Western Europe. 

*A comprehensive reading list will be provided at the start of the course.

	AR328 IRISH ART FROM THE EARLY IRON AGE TO THE 8TH CENTURY A.D.

SECOND YEAR OPTIONAL MODULE (SEMESTER ONE)

Lecturers: Conor Newman and Fiona Gavin (course coordinator)




	Structure
	23 lectures in Semester One
	Lectures Commence
	17/10/2011

	Course Weighting
	5 ECTS
	Lectures End
	25/11/2011

	Assessment
	Short essay, essay and class examination
	Lecturer(s)
	Conor Newman
Fiona Gavin

	Venues & Times
	Monday 11.00 – 12.00 Larmor Theatre
Wednesday 1-2 Larmor Theatre

Thursday 11.00 – 12.00 Diolún (Dillon) Theatre

Friday 11.00 – 12.00 AC202

	
	


Module Summary

The sublime artistic achievements of the 8th century such as the Book of Kells, the Tara Brooch and the Ahenny crosses, represent the climax of an artistic tradition that began with the introduction of Celtic or La Tène art styles into Ireland around the 4th century BC. 

This course examines how, following the Roman conquest of western Europe, the Classical roots of La Tène art re-emerge as a dominant element in Irish art of the first few centuries AD and continue, as a core element in the motif-book of early Christian art, into the 7th and 8th century. Dominated by fantastical animals, Germanic art of Dark Age Europe was also incorporated into Insular art styles. In addition to its aesthetic appeal, in revealing cross-cultural influences and the more arcane concerns of its audience, art provides a unique window on the past that can be explored through iconographical analysis.

Learning Outcomes

· In-depth knowledge of Irish art from its late prehistoric genesis to the ‘Golden Age’ of the 8th century AD

· Understanding of the broader European context of Irish art during this period

· Understanding of the role of symbolism and iconography in Irish art of the period through case studies

Short bibliography (full bibliography on Blackboard)

Bourke C. 1995. From the Isles of the North: Early Medieval Art in Ireland and Britain: Proceedings of the Third International Conference on Insular Art held in the Ulster Museum, Belfast, 7-11 April 1994. HMSO Belfast. 
Henderson, G. 1987. From Durrow to Kells: The Insular Gospel-books 650-800. London. 
Hourihane C. 2001. From Ireland Coming: Irish art from the early Christian to the late Gothic period and its European context. Princeton. 
Megaw, R and Megaw, V. 1989. Celtic Art. From its beginnings to the book of Kells. London. 
Moss, R. 2007. Making and Meaning: Proceedings of the Fifth International Conference on Insular Art held in Trinity College Dublin 25-28 August 2005, 167-184. Four Courts Press, Dublin.
Spearman R.M. and Higgitt J. 1993. The Age of Migrating Ideas: Early Medieval Art in Northern Britain and Ireland: Proceedings of the Second International Conference on Insular Art, Scotland 1991. Edinburgh.
Youngs, S. 1989. The Work of Angels, Masterpieces of Celtic Metalwork, 6th-9th Centuries AD. London

	AR247 AN ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE MEDIEVAL IRISH CHURCH

SECOND YEAR OPTIONAL MODULE 
Lecturer: Dr. Elizabeth FitzPatrick & Guest Speakers




	Structure:
	23 lectures over a 6-week period in Semester 1

	Course Weighting:
	5 ECTS

	Assessment:
	  Essay (60%) and Field Report (40%)

	Lectures Commence:
	17/10/2011
Field Class will take place on Saturday 19th Nov. 2011
	Lectures will be held every Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday

	Lectures End:
	25/11/2011
	

	Venues:
	AC201
	AC201
	IT125 (1st Floor)
	AC201

	Times:
	 Mon 11-12
	Wed 1-2
	Thurs 11-12
	Fri 11-12


Module Summary

The developments, styles and influences in Irish ecclesiastical buildings are explored in relation to church architecture in Britain and continental Europe, from the 5th century to c. AD 1200. The module commences with an examination of the circumstances in which early church sites were founded and developed. The archaeological and historical evidence for early organic and stone churches, and the enigma of the Irish round tower, are explored. High crosses are investigated as royal monuments with a political role. The module concludes with a detailed examination of Romanesque architecture and architectural sculpture in the context of pilgrimage, to the end of the twelfth century. 

N.B. A field class at a medieval church site in Ireland is a compulsory feature of this module and will be held on Saturday 19 November. 40% of the overall marks for the module are awarded for an assessment conducted during the field class. Please do not choose this module if you are not prepared to take the field class.

Lecture Themes

Early medieval ecclesiastical sites

The layout of early Irish ecclesiastical sites

Organic churches: case studies of excavations

The earliest stone churches: archaeology and dating

Round towers: origins, function and dating

Romanesque into early Gothic 

The origins of Romanesque: Continental Europe and Britain

‘Irish Romanesque’ and Romanesque in Ireland

Introduction and development of Gothic

Assessment

Essay 60%

Field Report 40%

Learning Outcomes

The aspirations are that students will emerge with an appreciation of the key developments in medieval ecclesiastical architecture and an understanding of the socio-political contexts in which church sites were created in Europe. An emphasis on applied archaeology in this module also indicates that students will acquire the skills to read and record the fabric of church buildings, architectural sculpture and ecclesiastical art objects.

Core Texts

Ó Carragáin, T. 2010 Churches in early medieval Ireland: architecture, ritual and memory. New Haven and London.

Marshall, J.M. and Walsh, C.  2005 Illaunloughan Island: an early medieval monastery in County Kerry. Dublin.

Ó Carragáin, T. And O' Sullivan, J. 2008 Inishmurray: monks and pilgrims in an Atlantic landscape. volume 1: survey and excavations 1997-2000. Cork.
Bracken, D. and Ó Riain-Raedel, D. (eds) 2006 Ireland and Europe in the twelfth century: reform and renewal. Dublin.

FitzPatrick, E. and Gillespie, R. (eds) 2006 The parish in medieval and early modern Ireland. Dublin.

O’Keeffe, T. 2003 Romanesque Ireland: architecture and ideology in the twelfth century. Dublin.

N. B. This is a Blackboard module

Please note that reading specific to particular themes of this module will be posted on the Blackboard site

AR245 ARCHAEOLOGY IN PRACTICE

SECOND YEAR COMPULSORY MODULE (SEMESTER 2)

Taught by: 
Dr. Carleton Jones, Dr. Kieran O’Conor, Dr Liz FitzPatrick, Dr. Stefan Bergh, , Mr Joe Fenwick, Ms Angela Gallagher 

	
	

	Structure:
	12 initial lectures and one of the following three options in Semester 2:
· Option 1 Field Archaeology in Practice = two weekend field classes

· Option 2 Material Culture in Practice = two drawing weekend practicals

· Option 3 Regional Archaeology in Practice = 10 scheduled research practicals (1hr each)

	Course Weighting:
	5 ECTS

	Assessment:
	Class Test 20%; Practical Option 80%

	Initial Lectures Commence:
	9/1/2012
	(Lectures will be held every Monday and Wednesday)

	Initial Lectures End:
	21/3/2012
	

	Days/Venues:
	Monday: 
AC214
	Wednesday 
IT125 1st Floor

	Times:
	11 am – 12 noon
	1 pm-2 pm


Module Summary

The objective of this module is to (a) introduce the student to a range of fundamental sources and methods used by the archaeologist and (b) to teach the student how to apply those sources and methods in practice. Please note that lecture 12 in this module will be an in-class test that constitutes 20% of your overall mark in this module. 

In order to make the experience of the module more fulfilling, you are offered a choice of three practical options after you have attended the first 12 lectures of the module. The idea behind the options is that you choose 1 out of the 3 that will best suit your ability and needs. In the first week of the module you will be asked to rank your choices 1-3. Places for each option will subsequently be allocated to students by ballot. The practical options are: 

1. FIELD ARCHAEOLOGY IN PRACTICE 

2. MATERIAL CULTURE IN PRACTICE 

3. REGIONAL ARCHAEOLOGY IN PRACTICE

Please choose your option carefully and with due regard to your abilities and needs

OPTION 1: FIELD ARCHAEOLOGY IN PRACTICE

Please note that this course is capped at 20 students and that there will be a fee of €20 to cover the cost of materials. 

What does it involve? 

This option involves two weekend outdoor practicals during which you will be taught how to compile a detailed archaeological report on a discrete Burren landscape in Co. Clare  

When will it happen?

Saturday 3 March and Sunday 4 March.  Saturday 10 March and Sunday 11 March. These are all-day sessions.

Where do I stay?

Students taking this option will be accommodated over-night at the NUI, Galway Carron Research Station, Burren, Co. Clare. 

How will I be assessed?

20% on your field notebook and 60% on your final report on the landscape study.

Does this suit me?

Students taking this option need to be certain that they are free on the designated weekends in March, as there is no option to repeat this practical at a later date. The work is out doors and will require (a) an aptitude for and interest in field survey and recording (b) a tolerance of potentially difficult weather conditions (c) a reasonable degree of fitness.   

OPTION 2: MATERIAL CULTURE IN PRACTICE

Please note that this course is capped at 10 students and that there will be a fee of €20 to cover the cost of materials.

What does it involve? 

This option involves two weekends during which you will be taught how to record and draw archaeological artifacts, how to write a finds catalogue entry and research different types of artifacts. 

When will it happen?

Saturday 3 March and Sunday 4 March.  Saturday 10 March and Sunday 11 March. These are all-day sessions.
Where is it held ?

The Department of Archaeology Library.

How will I be assessed?

This practical will be assessed by a report which will combine the drawings you have produced, the catalogue entries you have written and the research you have done on the artifacts themselves. 

Does this suit me?

Students taking this option need to be certain that they are free on the designated weekends in March, as there is no option to repeat this practical at a later date. The work will require (a) some ability to draw (b) an interest in detail and precision.

OPTION 3: REGIONAL ARCHAEOLOGY IN PRACTICE 

What does it involve? 

This desk-based option involves 10 scheduled hours (see time-table) in which you will choose a region to research, from a menu of regional studies offered by your tutor. You will be tutored on a range of map and documentary sources appropriate to your chosen region and shown how to access those sources. A range of in-class practical activities will also take place to prepare you to explore your chosen regional study. The overall aim is that you will be able to compile a quality study of what is known about the archaeology of a particular region based on available documentary sources. 
When will it happen?

Scheduled classes 

*Bernie – above dates need to be changed as per this year’s teaching schedule. They are marked as ‘Option (3:1)’ through ‘Option (3:10)’  starting on Feb 20 on the copy of teaching schedule I have

Where is it held?

See time-table above, same venues as initial lectures

How will I be assessed?

The student will be required to use a variety of sources to put together a report that characterises the archaeology of a specific region. Sources will include items such as topographic maps, geological maps, photographs, OS letters, OS maps, journals, excavation reports, etc. 

Does this suit me?

Student taking this option should have (a) an interest in exploring a wide range of interesting sources from maps and photographs to excavation reports and journal articles (b) an ability to draw different sources together to tell the story of a region. Note that this option will be very suitable for students who cannot take weekend classes.  

Learning Outcomes

At the end of this module it is hoped that students will have acquired a basic knowledge about a wide range of sources and methods that are germane to the discipline of archaeology. The practical application of those sources and methods should also inform students about their own abilities and strengths and enable them to begin to think about potential career options in archaeology.

Bibliography

Reading lists will be provided in class

	AR236 INTERPRETATION IN ARCHAEOLOGY 

SECOND YEAR COMPULSORY MODULE (SEMESTER 2)

Lecturer: Maggie Ronayne




	Structure:
	18 lectures, 2 small group seminars & 1 field class over five weeks in Semester 2.  Field class will be on Saturday 11th February 2012

	Course Weighting:
	5 ECTS

	Assessment:
	2000 word essay and 2000 word field class assessment

	Lectures Commence:
	10/1/2012

	Lectures will be held every Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday during these dates.*

	Lectures End:
	8/2/2012
	

	Venues:
	Tuesdays
McMunn
	Wednesdays
IT125 Ground floor
	Thursdays
Dillon
	Fridays
AC204

	Times:
	11am  - 12 noon
	11am – 12 noon
	11am – 12 noon
	11am – 12 noon


*You will be assigned times for small group seminars at the first lecture

Module Summary
This course is an introduction to the different theories and frameworks archaeologists have used to interpret the past. The key question today is how our approach to our work as archaeologists can relate positively to communities whose heritage we are investigating. After a look at theories archaeologists used in the 19th and 20th centuries, we will examine recent and exciting work by archaeologists together with communities.  Examples will be drawn from Ireland and all over the world – from the struggle to reclaim a district of Cape Town bulldozed in apartheid South Africa to explorations of Indigenous women’s role in the development of agriculture in North America and Western Asia to the archaeology of maroons and opposition to slavery in the Americas. The course will provide students with an opportunity to engage in discussion about particular readings and issues. 
Learning Outcomes

This course will enable students to: 

· Recognise a variety of approaches to interpretation in Archaeology

· Place these approaches in the context of wider trends across the humanities and sciences

· Outline the relationship between archaeology, anthropology and history and understand the potential for inter-disciplinary work

· Place different approaches in their historical and social context

· Compare approaches to interpretation in different parts of the world

· Understand the role of interpretation in the profession and in the community

· Identify key issues in the ethics and politics of interpretation in Archaeology

· Critically discuss and evaluate contrasting interpretations and current debates

· Construct a clear, coherent argument

· Assess the theoretical framework and social context of archaeological writing, projects or other work

· Apply critical reasoning in a fieldwork setting

· Appreciate the need for professionals to work with communities in the development of interpretations

Core Texts

Gamble, C. 2001.  Chapter 2: How Many Archaeologies Are There? In Archaeology: The Basics.  London and New York: Routledge, 21-44. 

Hodder, I. and Hutson, S. 2003.  Reading the Past.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Orser, C. 1996. A Historical Archaeology of the Modern World.  New York and London: Plenum Press. 

Trigger, B. 1996 [1984].  Alternative Archaeologies: Nationalist, Colonialist, Imperialist.  In R. Preucel and I. Hodder (eds.), Contemporary Archaeology in Theory.  Blackwell: Oxford and Cambridge, Mass., 615-631. 

Trigger, B. 1989.  A History of Archaeological Thought.  Cambridge: University Press. 

A detailed reading list will be provided in class and some reading material will be on Blackboard

	AR243 THE MAKING OF URBAN LANDSCAPES

SECOND YEAR OPTIONAL MODULE (SEMESTER 2)

Lecturers: Dr. Elizabeth FitzPatrick & Guest Speakers


	Structure:
	23 lectures over a 6-week period in Semester 2

	Course Weighting:
	5 ECTS

	Assessment:
	Urban Journal (80%) and Comprehension (20%)

	Lectures Commence:
	14/2/2012
	Lectures will take place every Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday

	Lectures End:
	22/3/2012
	

	Venues:
	ENG2001-LT1 (Theatre 1)
	AC216
	ENG2001-LT1 
(Theatre 1)
	AC202

	Days/Times:
	Tues 11-12
	Wed 11-12
	Thurs 11-12
	Fri 11-12


Module Summary

This module introduces the student to the archaeology of urban settlement with a particular focus on the factors that influenced the origins, development and/or decline of urban landscapes from the early medieval period through to c.1600. Urban settlements from greater Europe and Ireland, with special reference to the towns of south Connacht, will be used to explore aspects of the built environment and material culture associated with town life. Field classes are an important part of this module. 

Lecture Themes

The following themes will be explored:

Theme 1
Introduction


Theme 2
The idea of the town






Theme 3
Proto-towns



Theme 4
Towns in Viking age Scandinavia





Theme 5
The walled town in high medieval Europe

Theme 6
Anglo-Norman towns of south Connacht
  

Theme 7
The de Bermingham town of Athenry including a field class in the town


Theme 8
The de Burgh town of Loughrea 




Theme 9
The de Burgh town of Galway




Theme 10
The Red Earls’ Castle: field class 


Theme 11
The walls of Galway: field class



Theme 12 
Urban material culture and environment 



Theme 13
The late medieval and early modern town in Europe


Theme 14
Late medieval and early modern Galway: the merchant town 

Theme 15       The Lynch legacy in Galway: field class
Field Classes

N.B. AR243 THE MAKING OF URBAN LANDSCAPES is a specialised option module. Students taking this module must attend field classes in order to fulfil the requirements for assessment. Do not take this module if you are not prepared to attend all field classes. Please note that 3 of your lecture hours are open-air classes held at particular sites in Galway city. You will be requested to meet the lecturer at 15mins past the hour at an appointed location in the city on those dates. The day-long field class in Athenry is particularly important because you will begin your Urban Journal that constitutes 80% of the overall marks for the module, on that day. The Athenry field class is scheduled for Saturday 24 March.
Assessment

Assessment in this module is by Urban Journal (80%) and a comprehension (20%) set as a class test. 

The Urban Journal 

The format for the Urban Journal will be provided to you in advance and will consist of several topics relating to the archaeology of Athenry on which you will take notes during your field class in the town. You will write up your observations and give greater context to your findings at Athenry by referring to particular readings. Those readings will be recommended to you in a bibliography, which will be attached to the Urban Journal record sheets. It is also recommended that you make sketches and/or take photographs in Athenry so that you can illustrate your journal. The journal constitutes 80% of the marks awarded for this module.

Comprehension

On the final day of the module you will be given a short reading in class and you will be asked to summarise the main points made by the author. This test constitutes 20% of the marks awarded for this module.  

Learning Outcomes

To encourage an appreciation of the origins, development, renewal and decline of historic urban settlements, and to provide both theoretical and methodological tools for ‘reading’ urban landscapes. 

Core Texts
Clarke, H. B. and Simms, A. (eds) 1985 The comparative history of urban origins in non-Roman Europe: Ireland, Wales, Denmark, Germany, Poland and Russia from the ninth to the thirteenth century, 2 vols. Oxford.

Clarke, P. (ed.) 2000 The Cambridge urban history of Britain vol. 2, 1540-1840. Cambridge.

Creighton, O. and Higham, R. 2005 Medieval town walls: archaeological and social history. Stroud.

Dyer, C. and Giles, K. 2007 Town and country in the Middle Ages: contrasts, contacts and interconnections, 1100–1500. The Society for Medieval Archaeology Monograph Series, vol 22. London. 

Palliser, D. M. (ed.) 2000 The Cambridge urban history of Britain, vol. 1, 600-1540. Cambridge

Schofield, J. and Vince, A. (eds) 1994 Medieval towns. London.

N.B. This module is supported by Blackboard. Students are advised that Blackboard is only a support and can never be a replacement for reading prescribed texts listed in the bibliography for this module and which are available in the Hardiman Library. You will be advised about additional readings on Blackboard during this module.

	AR334 ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS: THE RISE OF COMPLEX SOCIETIES
SECOND YEAR OPTION COURSE (SEMESTER 2)
Lecturers: Dr. Carleton Jones


	Structure:
	22 lectures over six weeks in Semester 2 

	Course Weighting:
	5 ECTS

	Assessment:
	Essay and in-class assessment

	Lecture Commences:
	14/2/2012
	(Lectures will be held every Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday)

	Lecture Ends:
	22/3/2012
	

	Venues:
	Tuesdays 
McMunn
	Wednesdays
IT125 (Ground Floor)
	Thursdays
Dillon 
	Fridays
AC204

	Times:
	11am – 12pm
	11am – 12pm
	11am – 12pm
	11am – 12pm


Course Summary
As early as the 4th millennium BC people in some parts of the world began living in a new form of society characterised by social and economic inequalities. Archaeologists refer to these complex, state-level societies as civilizations. How and why did these ancient civilizations first emerge and can we detect common processes involved in the emergence and development of different early civilizations? This course begins with a review of various theories of state formation with different emphases ranging from economic and environmental factors to social factors. The course then moves on to a more detailed consideration of four areas where some of the earliest states developed: Mesopotamia, Egypt, the Indus Valley, and Mesoamerica. 

Learning Outcomes

· Ability to critically assess the merits and demerits of various explanatory models and theories put forward regarding the emergence of state-level societies. 

· Ability to compose an organized, logical argument.
· Have a developed understanding of key international archaeological issues and sites. Core Texts:

Core Texts

*Sabloff, J. and C.C. Lamberg-Karlovsky, C.C. 1995 Ancient Civilizations of the Near East and Mesoamerica. 2nd ed. Prospect Heights: Waveland Press.

*Scarre, C. and B. Fagan 1997 Ancient Civilizations. 

2nd edition by Prentice Hall in 2002

*Wenke, R. 1999 Patterns in Prehistory: humankind’s first three million years. New York: Oxford University Press.

* indicates that a copy/copies of the book are available in the library on 24 hour loan in the Hardiman Library (there may be additional copies on the open shelves as well).

	AR249 ARCHAEOLOGICAL APPROACHES TO RITUAL & RELIGION

SECOND YEAR OPTIONAL MODULE (SEMESTER 2)

Lecturers: Prof. Charlotte Damm


	Structure:
	23 lectures over a 6-week period in Semester 2

	Course Weighting:
	5 ECTS

	Assessment:
	Essay and Text Analyses

	Lectures Commence:
	14/2/2012
	Lectures will take place every Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday

	Lectures End:
	22/3/2012
	

	Venues:
	UC102 (Aras Uí Chathail)
	AC201
	AC216
	EN2002-LT4
(Theatre 4)

	Days/Times:
	Tues 11-12
	Wed 11-12
	Thurs 11-12
	Fri 11-12


Module Summary

This course will focus on if, how and to what extent we may be able to investigate religious ideas and practices in prehistory based on archaeological data. The course will provide an overview of the research history on the theme, but will predominantly focus on the most recent approaches and studies. The course will discuss the relevant concepts and their definitions (e.g. ritual, offering, votive finds) and look into various theoretical and methodological approaches to ritual and religion. The course will also discuss the importance of embodiment and sensory experience in past ritual practices. Although burials and burial customs will be considered, the main focus will be on other types of data such as votive depositions, monuments, natural places and rock art. Examples and case studies will be drawn from prehistoric northern and western Europe. 

Learning Outcomes

This course will provide students with:

· Insight into the possibilities and limitations in archaeological studies of ritual and religion
· Knowledge of central approaches to and discussions of  prehistoric ritual and religion internationally
· Ability to assess and critique case studies on this theme
· Ability to make presentations on the assessment of case studies 
Core Texts

Bradley, R. 2000. An Archaeology of Natural Places. London, Routledge.

Fredengren, C. 2002. Crannogs : a study of people's interaction with lakes, with particular reference to Lough Gara in the north-west of Ireland. Wicklow: Wordwell.

Hammer, O., Jensen, T. and  Warburton, D. (eds). In press.  Pre-Christian Religions of Europe. London: Equinox.

Insoll, T. 2004. Archaeology, Ritual, Religion. London: Routledge.
