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Jerome E. Bickenbach, Ph.d., LL.B.

Dr. Bickenbach is a full professor in the Department of Philosophy and Faculties of Law and Medicine at Queen’s University. He is the author of Physical Disability and Social Policy (1993) and the co-editor of Introduction to Disability (1998), Disability and Culture: Universalism and Diversity (2000), A Seat at the Table: Persons with Disabilities and Policy Making (2001), Quality of Life and Human Difference (2004), and numerous articles and chapters in disability studies, focusing on the nature of disability and disability law and policy. He is a content editor of Sage Publications’ 5 volume Encyclopedia of Disability.
His research is in disability studies, using qualitative and quantitative research techniques within the paradigm of participatory action research. He has sat on the Queen’s Research Ethics Board for a decade. Most recently his research includes disability quality of life and the disability critique, disability epidemiology, universal design and inclusion, modelling disability statistics for population health surveys, the relationship between disability and health, and the ethics and policy implications of summary health measures, disability and bioethics, and international human rights and anti-discrimination law and policy.. 

He holds a Queen’s Research Chair, and previously held a Killam Fellowship, working on the law and policy of health systems performance assessment, and the legal and ethical aspects of summary measures of population health. Previous research included disability and environmental impact; functional limitation determination for disability pensions; qualitative methodologies for survey instrument development for functional limitation; disability and spirituality; political participation of persons with disabilities; and long term care reform evaluation. 

As a lawyer, Dr. Bickenbach was a human rights litigation, specializing in anti-discrimination for persons with intellectual impairments and mental illness. 

Since 1995 he has been a consultant with the World Health Organization working on the revision of the ICIDH, from alpha and the beta drafts, to the final draft leading to the ICF. He has participated in nearly all revision activities, and continues to consult with WHO on ICF dissemination and international disability social policy.
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