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Use of Evidence in Medicine and in
Policy Debates
an example of evidence in policy-
making: Reagan’s 1981 tax cut
-largest tax cut in U.S. history
- based on supply-side theory
- weak parallels to Kennedy tax cuts
- David Stockman: “none of us
really understands what’s going on
with all these numbers”
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Use of Evidence in Medicine and in
Policy Debates

Meanwhile, in medicine, the use of
sophisticated statistical tools is growing
e Weiss and Samet (1980)

e Emerson and Colditz (1983)

e Resnick et. al. (1987)

 Rosenfeld and Rockette (1991)

e Juzych et. al. (1992)

e Cardiel and Goldsmith (1995)
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Use of Evidence in Medicine and in Policy
Debates

“This study suggests that the prevelence
of analytic studies and inferential statistics
in otolaryngology journals is increasing ...
A consequence of these trends is that a
greater level of statistical expertise will be
expected of future writers and readers of
the otolaryngology literature.” (Rosenfeld
and Rockettee 1991)
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The “Great Disconnect” Between Policy
and Evidence in Four Policy Areas

Voting Your Wallet

e the reality: reviewing the record
“Looking back at the budget since

World War I, it is difficult to argue that

on balance ‘discretionary’ fiscal policy

has played any stabilizing role.” (DelLong
1996)
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The “Great Disconnect” Between Policy
and Evidence in Four Policy Areas

Economic Development

* an “arms race” in tax incentives
e Phillips and Goss meta- analysis(1995):
tax elasticity = -.35

e Fisher lit review (1997): elasticity of
public services similar to tax elasticity
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evel V —expert opinion
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Review
» Use of Evidence in Medicine and in
Policy Debates
* The “Great Disconnect” Between
Policy and Evidence in Four Policy
Areas: macroeconomic policy, economic
development, education, and welfare
e Two Modest Suggestions
infiltrate the other side and establish
some ground rules for the debate
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