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• Originally intended as internal database
• Presently funded by National Oceans Office
• Aims:

• collate all available marine sediment data
• develop and populate the MARS database
• serve as national repository via Web
• basis for maps for planning 
• broader planning aspects
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• Loss of data

• “ Great idea, but….”

• Diversity of data sources

• Differences in approaches to sediment 
analysis

May 2004 – Geohab, Galway



� � � � � � ��� � � �� � ��� � � � �

Northern Planning Region

• Mapping sediment properties, such as 
% mud content, % carbonate content, 
modelling sediment mobility

• Contribution to planning for northern 
region over a broad range of issues

• Next phase: interpretation
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• Mapping Australia-wide data 

• Interpretation

• Broader implications

• Web-access to database
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