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Correspondence 

All forms (Registration, Social Programme and Accommodation, Payment and Abstract Submission) and general correspondence should be directed in the first instance to the Eurocarb X Secretariat.  However, further correspondence regarding hotel accommodation and tours should be directed to GoWest.

Eurocarb X Secretariat

National University of Ireland, Galway

Galway

Ireland

Tel:
+353 91 512 046

Fax:
+353 91 525 700

E-mail: eurocarb@ucg.ie

GoWest

Furbo Hill

Furbo 

Galway

Ireland  

Tel:
+353 91 591 222 

Fax:
+353 91 591 666. 

E-mail: gowest@iol.ie

This circular and further information is also available at our web site: http://www.ucg.ie/eurocarb

Important Dates

Conference 





July 11-16 1999

Deadline Abstracts




March 17 1999

Deadline Registration at Regular Rate

March 17 1999

Deadline Accommodation Form


March 17 1999

Language

English will be the official language of the Symposium.

Invitation

In accordance with the resolution proposed at the meeting of the European Carbohydrate Organisation (ECO) held in Seville, Spain in July 1995, the 10th European Carbohydrate Symposium will be held in 1999 at the National University of Ireland, Galway.  The European Carbohydrate Organisation is a body consisting of representatives from each European country having centres of active research in carbohydrate chemistry.  The President of the Organisation is the national representative of the last country to host the symposium.  The European Carbohydrate Symposia are organised every two years, and to date the following symposia have been held.
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1997
Vienna, Austria

Budapest, Hungary

Grenoble, France

Darmstadt, Germany

Prague, Czech Republic

Edinburgh, UK

Cracow, Poland

Seville, Spain

Utrecht, The Netherlands
F. M. Unger

R. Bogner

J. Defaye

F. W. Lichtenthaler

M. Cerny

J. G. Buchanan

A. Zamojski

M. Martin-Lomas

J. F. G. Vliegenthart

European Carbohydrate Organisation
President: Prof. J. F. G. Vliegenthart, The Netherlands

President-elect: Dr. A. V. Savage, Ireland

Secretary: Dr. E. F. Hounsell, UK

Organising Committee Eurocarb X 
Chairwoman: Dr. Angela Savage, Department of Chemistry, NUI, Galway

Secretary: Dr. Anthony Moran, Department of Microbiology, NUI, Galway 

Treasurer: Dr. Maria Tuohy, Department of Biochemistry, NUI, Galway

Administrator

Mrs. Mari Moran

Scientific Advisory Committee  
Prof. Grant Buchanan, University of Bath 

Dr. Aileen Casey, Quest Int. Irl. Ltd., Cork
Prof. Benito Casu, G. Ronzoni Institute, Milan

Prof. Marek Chmielewski, Polish Academy of Sciences, Warsaw

Dr. Rafe Darcy, University College Dublin

Dr. Anthony Finan, National University of Ireland, Galway

Prof. Per Garegg, Stockholm University

Dr. Nicholas Healy, Irish Sugar Company, Co. Carlow

Prof. Hans Kamerling, Utrecht University

Dr. Barry McCleary, Megazyme Int. Irl. Ltd., Bray

Dr. Sara Matthews, Guinness Brewing Worldwide, Dublin

Dr. Paul Murphy, University College Dublin

Prof. Serge Perez, CERMAV, Grenoble

Prof. Berit Smestad Paulsen, Institute of Pharmacy, Oslo
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General Information

Location and Facilities

Eurocarb X will take place from Sunday evening, July 11, to Friday afternoon, July 16 1999 at the National University of Ireland (NUI), Galway.  The University is located on the banks of the River Corrib within walking distance of Galway city centre.  Galway is a historic medieval town with a population of just over 60,000, on the scenic west coast of Ireland.

Accommodation will be available on campus, at Corrib Village, or in nearby hotels.  Lunches, included in the registration fee, will be available on campus.  A trade exhibition of books, scientific and technical equipment, and of computer software related to the topics of the symposium will also be organised.  NUI, Galway and Corrib Village are equipped to accommodate disabled persons.  

Symposium Schedule

The scientific programme will run from 9.00 am on Monday July 12 to 4.30 pm on Friday July 16 and will cover all aspects of the chemistry, biochemistry, (molecular) biology, and (bio)technology of carbohydrates.

The programme will include plenary lectures, keynote lectures, session lectures and poster presentations.  In particular, young scientists will be given the opportunity to make oral presentations.  All presentations will be grouped, where possible, into thematic sessions. Participants are invited to submit abstracts from which the Scientific Advisory Committee will select the Oral Presentations.

Poster sessions will occupy the late afternoons of Monday, Tuesday and Thursday.  Wednesday afternoon will be free.

Registration and Services

The Eurocarb X registration desk will be located in the Conference Hall of NUI, Galway.  It will be open on Sunday from 12.00 noon to 10.00 pm and thereafter from 8.30 am to 5.00 pm daily.  A message board will be maintained at the registration desk for the duration of the symposium.  Postal, photocopy and fax services will be available on campus.

Internet Connections

Personal computer terminals will be available to Eurocarb X participants for accessing the Internet and sending / receiving e-mail messages.  

Passport and Visa Requirements

Passports are not required by British citizens born in the United Kingdom and travelling from Britain.  However, participants should carry some identification. 

Citizens of European Union states and Switzerland may use a passport or national identity card.  All other nationals must have a valid passport.  An entry visa will be required of citizens of some countries.  Please consult your local Embassy or Consulate of the Republic of Ireland. 

Invitation

A personal invitation will be sent to any scientist requiring such in order to obtain a visa or funding to attend the meeting. Such an invitation does not imply any responsibility by the meeting organisers to provide financial support.

Insurance

Participants are responsible for organising their own health and accident insurance.  The Organising Committee will not be held liable for accidents, theft, or property damage during travel to and attendance at the meeting, or for delays or any consequence arising from any modification to the programme.   

Currency Services

The legal tender of the Republic of Ireland is the Irish pound (IR£, also called the punt).  Currency exchange facilities are available at Dublin and Shannon airports, at the Campus Banks, and at Bureaux de Change in the city centre.  ATMs are widely available.  Travellers’ cheques and credit cards can be used in most hotels, restaurants and shops.  

Sales Tax Refunds
The price of most goods includes value-added tax (VAT).  Non-EU visitors can have this sales tax refunded at the end of their trip. Be sure to ask for a tax-free shopping form with each purchase and follow the instructions for completion.

Voltage

The line voltage is 220V and most electrical points take three-pin plugs. 

Climate and Clothing

The average daily temperature in July is 15°C, but this can be as low as 12°C or as high as 25°C.  There is always the possibility of a rain shower, so we advise you to bring an umbrella or light raincoat!  

Travel to Galway

Galway is situated on the west coast of the Republic of Ireland and may be easily reached by air, ferry, train, bus or car or a combination of these.

Schedules of air, train and bus services to and from Galway may be accessed on the Eurocarb X web site.

· By air

See map on back cover for locations of airports.

Aer Lingus has been appointed official carrier to Eurocarb X.  To avail of special conditions on airfares, delegates should contact their local Aer Lingus office, identifying themselves as delegates to Eurocarb X.  For a listing of Aer Lingus offices worldwide, see the Aer Lingus web site. 

International airports are located at Dublin and Shannon.  Onward flight connections can be made from Dublin airport to Galway airport, located about 3 km outside the city.  A small number of flights come directly from the UK to Galway airport.  You are advised to book early to obtain Galway airport connections.

A bus service runs directly from Dublin airport to Galway (about 3.5 hours).  Alternatively, you may take a bus or taxi to Dublin city centre and take a train (from Heuston Station) or a bus (Central Bus Station) to Galway.

Taxi and bus services are available from Galway and Shannon airports. 

· By ferry

See map on back cover for locations of ferry ports

Ireland is linked to Great Britain and France by a number of ferry routes, served by large modern vessels with drive on/drive off facilities.

· By train

There are five daily train services in each direction connecting Dublin (Heuston Station) and Galway.

· By bus

Bus Eireann and private bus companies run an hourly bus service between Dublin and Galway.  Regular bus services also operate from Shannon and Galway airports to Galway city centre.  

Car Hire

A number of major car hire companies are located at airports.

Taxi Service

Please contact Mr. Danny O’Sullivan, Executive Travel: E-mail: limoforhire@tinet.ie

Tel: +353 91 590 281, Mobile: +353 88 251 5517. 

Parking

Ample free parking is available on campus, at Corrib Village and at hotels.

Registration 

Enclosed you will find a Registration Form.  Participants are asked to complete this form and return it postmarked before March 17, 1999.  Registration will be confirmed upon receipt of this form and the required payment.  The confirmation form should be presented at the registration desk on arrival.  

The registration fee will include:

1. Attendance at all scientific sessions and exhibitions

2. Symposium bag containing Book of Abstracts and Programme

3. Lunch on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday

4. Coffee/tea during official breaks

5. Welcome reception on Sunday evening

6. University reception on Monday evening

7. Concert on Tuesday evening.

Included in the registration fee for accompanying persons are items 3-7 above and a coffee morning and talk/video on Monday, July 12th.  

Registration Fee
Before March 17
After March 17

Academic participant

Industrial participant

Student*

Accompanying person**
IR£250

IR£310

IR£150

IR£ 75
IR£300

IR£360

IR£200

IR£ 90

*Please include a letter verifying student status from your Head of Department.

**No charge for children under 12 years.

Payment 

Total payment should be made in advance in Irish pounds (IR£, punts) by any one of the following:

· Bank Transfer to 
Account Name:   Eurocarb X
Account Number: 17579258
Bank Address:     Bank of Ireland, University Branch, Galway, Ireland.
Bank Sort Code:   90 40 18
Telex Number:     Dublin 93990 / 93624
Swift Address:     BOFI IE 2D
It is necessary to state the participant’s name on the bank transfer.  
Please include a photocopy of the transfer with the payment form. 

· Eurocheque (up to IR£800 per cheque)


· Money Order

· International Bank Draft in Irish pounds, drawn on an Irish bank and made payable to Eurocarb X.


· Credit Card (Visa or Mastercard)
Please complete details on the Payment Form.

We regret that personal cheques cannot be accepted.

Accommodation

A range of on- and off-campus accommodation including breakfast has been reserved and will be allotted on a first come, first served basis.  Please see the map for the general location of your accommodation.  You are welcome to arrive in advance of the symposium or stay some extra nights.  In all cases, please indicate your arrival and departure dates on the Accommodation Form.  A number of apartments in Corrib Village are specifically adapted for disabled persons.

Since July is one of the busiest tourist months in Galway, it is imperative that you book your accommodation as early as possible to ensure availability of your choice.   

Category
Location
Distance*
Room type
Price IR£

Per person per night

4 star hotel
City centre
ca 15 min
Single

Double
£100

£70

4 star hotel
Salthill**
ca 40 min
Single

Double
£80

£60

3 star hotel
City Centre
ca 15 min
Single

Double
£75

£45

3 star hotel
Menlo
ca 30 min
Single

Double
£70

£40

Corrib Village***

En suite
Campus
ca 12 min
Single

Double
£30

£25

Corrib Village***

Standard
Campus
ca 12 min
Single

Twin
£25

£20

* Walking distance to Conference Hall on campus.

**A new hotel located on the seafront where the conference banquet will be held.

***Modern student apartments, on the banks of the river Corrib, for four to five guests with bathrooms en suite, toilets and living area with TV and direct dial telephone.  Standard apartments share bathroom facilities among a maximum of five people.  On-site facilities include a 24-hour reception, laundrette, shop, restaurant and tennis courts.  

For special rates for children under 12, please contact the Eurocarb X Secretariat.   See also Facilities for Children on page 16?

Cancellations and Refunds
Notification of cancellation should be sent in writing to Eurocarb X, Secretariat.  For cancellations received before March 17, the registration fee will be returned minus an administration fee of IR£50.  For cancellations received between March 17 and June 17, 40% of the registration fee will be returned.  No refunds can be made for cancellations received after June 17.

Scientific Programme
The scientific programme will encompass the following categories:

A.
Synthetic aspects of carbohydrates and carbohydrate-containing compounds

B.  
Structural analysis of (poly)saccharides and glycoconjugates, including spectrochemical methods

C.  
Conformational analysis / molecular modelling of (poly)saccharides and glycoconjugates

D.  
Biochemical, biological and medical aspects of (poly)saccharides and glycoconjugates.

Contributions related to industrial aspects will be particularly welcome in each of the above areas.

Plenary Lectures
The following scientists have accepted an invitation to present plenary lectures with titles as indicated:

Alessandro Dondoni (Ferrara, Italy)

Synthesis of oxygen- and carbon-linked glycosides of biological relevance

George Fleet (Oxford, UK)

Synthesis of sugar mimics 

Michael Gibney (Dublin, Ireland)

Nutritional aspects of carbohydrates 

Anne Imberty (Grenoble, France)

Molecular modeling of complex glycans and their interactions with lectins 
Jesús Jiménez-Barbero (Madrid, Spain)

NMR studies of interactions between carbohydrates with proteins and enzymes 

Markwart Kunz (Obrigheim, Germany)

Carbohydrates - raw materials for industrial chemistry and biochemistry 

Morten Meldal (Valby, Denmark)

Combinatorial glycopeptide libraries in the investigation of carbohydrate binding proteins 

Staffan Normark (Stockholm, Sweden)

Bacterial sensing and adaptation to surfaces 

Amos B. Smith III (Philadelphia, USA)  

Modulation of receptor and receptor subtype affinities using diastereomeric and enantiomeric monosaccharide scaffolds as a means to structural and biological diversity 

Pamela Stanley (New York, USA)

Discovering functions of mammalian glycans through glycosyltransferase mutants 

Alphons G.J. Voragen (Wageningen, The Netherlands)  

Plant cell wall polysaccharides: basic research for progress in food technology

Stephen G. Withers (Vancouver, Canada)  

Mechanisms of glycosyl transferases and hydrolases 

Keynote Lectures

The following scientists have accepted an invitation to present keynote lectures with titles as indicated:

Carolyn Bertozzi (Berkeley, USA)
Chemical approaches to glycobiology

Anthony Davis (Dublin, Ireland)

Synthetic receptors for carbohydrates and their derivatives 

Soren B. Engelsen (Frederiksberg, Denmark)

The hydration of carbohydrate model compounds

Sabina Flitsch (Edinburgh, UK)

Novel chemo-enzymatic methods in oligosaccharide synthesis

Harry Gilbert (Newcastle upon Tyne, UK)

Genetic aspects of microbial plant polysaccharidases

Elizabeth Hounsell (London, UK)

Glycobiology: piecing together the cell surface jigsaw 

Slawomir Jarosz (Warsaw, Poland)

Synthesis of optically pure, highly oxygenated carbocycles from sugar allyltins

Cheng Jin (Beijing, China)

Cloning and expression of sialyltransferase and fucosyltransferase from humans 

Marta Kacurakova (Bratislava, Slovakia)

FT-IR spectroscopy of plant cell wall polysaccharides

Laura Kiessling (Madison, USA)

New applications of multivalent saccharide ligands 

Paul Kosma (Wien, Austria)

Chemical synthesis of bacterial lipopolysaccharide core antigens 

Horst Kunz (Mainz, Germany)

Synthetic glycopeptides and neoglycoproteins with tumor-associated antigen structure 

Annamaria Naggi (Milan, Italy)  

Regiospecific chemical sulfation of animal and biotechnological glycosaminoglycans 

Francesco Nicotra (Milan, Italy)

Recent advances in the synthesis of glycomimetics

Rafael Oriol (Villejuif, France)

Carbohydrates and glycosyltransferases in xenotransplantation 

Stefan Oscarson (Stockholm, Sweden)

Synthesis of bacterial carbohydrate surface antigens 

Natalya Ptitchkina (Saratov, Russia)

Phase separation in the polymer-polymer-water system 

Amelia Pilar Rauter (Lisbon, Portugal)

Advances in the synthesis of bioactive carbohydrates 

Alexander Shashkov (Moscow, Russia)

NMR investigation of novel sugars from bacterial polysaccharides

Gudmund Skjåk-Bræk (Trondheim, Norway)

Alginates-a family of polymers suitable for polysaccahride engineering

André Verbert (Lille, France)

Regulation of N-glycosylation of proteins
Pierre Vogel (Lausanne, Switzerland)

Synthesis and properties of carbohydrate mimetics 

Liisa Viikari (Espoo, Finland) 

Enzymes for modification of pulp carbohydrates

Gary Williamson (Norwich, UK)

Enzymatic release of anti-oxidants from plant materials

Houming Wu (Shanghai, China)

Structures and conformations of carbohydrate constituents of traditional Chinese medicines
Thematic Sessions

Thematic sessions, which will include a Plenary and/or Keynote lecture along with oral communications, will be organised around the following topics:

1. Nutritional aspects of carbohydrates

2. Carbohydrates as raw materials

3. Synthesis of carbohydrates and carbohydrate mimetics

4. New synthetic methods in carbohydrate chemistry

5. Novel chemo-enzymatic methods in oligosaccharide synthesis

6. Chemical synthesis of bacterial carbohydrate surface antigens

7. Synthetic receptors for carbohydrates

8. Synthesis of glycopeptides and neoglycoproteins

9. New analytical methods for structure determination

10. Bacterial polysaccharide structure determination

11. Enzymatic degradation of plant polysaccharides

12. Polysaccharides and medicine

13. Food and industrial polysaccharides

14. Carbohydrate based therapeutics

15. Glycosyltransferases

16. Glycoprotein expression systems

17. Cell surface carbohydrates

18. Glycosaminoglycans

19. Carbohydrate – protein interactions

20. Trends in conformational analysis and modeling of carbohydrates

21. Rheological behaviour of polysaccharides

Call for Contributions

All participants are invited to contribute a presentation in the scientific sessions.  Most contributions will be made during the Poster Sessions.  However, the Scientific Advisory Committee, along with the Local Organising Committee, will select a number of abstracts from the contributed papers to be presented as 15-minute oral communications in the Thematic Sessions.  Participants delivering their communication orally are strongly recommended to also present their data in poster form.  The presenting author must be a registered participant.  

Abstracts
Abstracts of all presentations i.e. plenary lectures, keynote lectures, oral communications and posters, will be printed in the Abstract Book of Eurocarb X. One page will be allowed for each abstract.  Abstracts may include tables, schemes, figures and references within the allotted space.

One camera-ready original and three clear copies of the abstract plus the Abstract Submission Form should be mailed and postmarked no later than March 17, 1999.  Please use a protective sheet and do not fold the abstract.

Please consult the reverse of the Abstract Submission Form for an example of abstract style.  Since abstracts will be reproduced by photo-offset and photo-reduced to 75%, authors are required to follow exactly the instructions given. 

Please enter up to five key words on the Abstract Submission Form.  These will be used to construct the index of the printed Abstract Book.

Oral Presentations

Each lecture hall will be equipped with one slide projector (2 x 2 inch or 50 x 50 mm), one overhead projector, a pointer, and equipment for voice amplification.  Please mark each slide with a small coloured label so that when oriented correctly in the projector carousel, the label will be on the top right of the slide frame on the side away from the screen.  Slides should be prepared preferably in landscape orientation.   A slide preview facility will be available.

In addition, each lecture hall will have facilities for electronic presentation of PowerPoint 97 slides.  Please write the presenting author’s name along with the time of presentation on your diskette or zip disk and deposit it at the slide preview facility on your arrival.  Alternatively, you may wish to bring your own laptop computer.  If so, please contact the staff at the slide preview facility on your arrival.  
Poster Presentations

Posters will be allocated a space approximately 1.5 m high x 1.0 m wide.

All posters should be headed with the title and name and addresses of authors as submitted in the Abstract and contain a clear survey of the research data.  Suitable materials for attaching the posters will be supplied.  Scheduling of posters will be announced in the Final Programme.

Prizes will be awarded for the best posters.  

Publication of Symposium Presentations

A special issue of the journal Carbohydrate Polymers will be issued subsequent to the symposium.  This will comprise of reviews and papers given by selected invited speakers.  A limited number of additional papers, in areas that fall within the scope of the journal, will also be included.  Papers for consideration by the peer-review process may be submitted in triplicate during the meeting.  Instructions for authors may be obtained the Eurocarb X web site.

Exhibition

During the conference, a trade exhibition of books, scientific and technical equipment as well as computer software related to the topics of the symposium will be held.  For further information, please contact the Eurocarb X Secretariat.  

Social Programme

Sunday, July 11
19.00 – 21.00 h

Welcome Reception

An informal food and drinks reception will be held in the Student Centre Bar beside the Conference Hall.  

All registered participants and registered accompanying persons are welcome.  

Free:  Please wear your name-badge to gain admittance.

Monday, July 12

10.00 – 12.00 h

Coffee Morning for Accompanying Persons

All registered accompanying persons are invited to a coffee morning in Room 114 of the Quadrangle.  An introductory talk on NUI, Galway will be given and a short video presentation on Galway and the West of Ireland will be shown.

Free:  Please wear your name-badge to gain admittance.

14.30 – 17.30 h


Tour 1: Galway City Bus Tour and Galway Crystal Heritage Centre

The afternoon will begin with a guided tour of Galway City and Salthill on board a vintage bus.  During the tour you will stop at the Galway Crystal Heritage Centre, a Georgian style building which houses an Interpretative Centre, Showroom and Restaurant and see master craftspeople at work.

Cost:  IR£12, which includes bus tour, guide, entrance fee and refreshments.
19.00 – 21.00 h


Reception, NUI, Galway

This informal food and drinks reception will be hosted by the President of the University and local dignitaries and will be held in the Aula Maxima of the Quadrangle.  

Free:  Please wear your name-badge to gain admittance.

Tuesday, July 13

9.30 – 17.30 h


Tour 2:  Full Day Tour to the Aran Islands

The Aran Islands, located in the mouth of Galway Bay, have a bleak landscape criss-crossed by dry stone walls along with impressive cliffs soaring out of the Atlantic.  The islands have retained much of their ancient culture; Gaelic is still the spoken language of the Islanders and traditional music and song have been well preserved there.

You will be collected by bus and transferred to the ferry port of Rossaveal where you will take a modern ferry to the main island.  On arrival, you will enjoy a guided tour of the island by minibus, including a visit to the spectacular prehistoric Dun Aengus Fort.  Lunch will be arranged in a local restaurant.  You will have the afternoon free to roam the island by foot or hired bicycle and explore Kilronan Village with its pubs and craft shops.  


Cost:  IR£40, which includes buses and ferry, guide and lunch.

20.00 – 21.30 h


Concert at St. Nicholas’ Collegiate Church

This interesting city-centre church was founded in 1320 and was visited by Christopher Columbus when he stopped in Galway on one of his voyages to the New World.  Music will be provided by the renowned Galway choral group Cois Cladaigh and special guests. 

Free:  Please wear your name-badge to gain admittance.
Wednesday, July 14

12.00 – 21.30 h


Tour 3: Half-Day Tour to the Aran Islands

The Aran Islands, located in the mouth of Galway Bay, have a bleak landscape criss-crossed by dry stone walls along with impressive cliffs soaring out of the Atlantic.  Aran has retained much of its ancient culture; Gaelic is still the spoken language of the Islanders and traditional music and song have been well preserved there.

A packed lunch will be provided.  You will be collected by bus and transferred to the ferry port of Rossaveal where you will take a modern ferry to the main island.  On arrival, you will enjoy a guided tour of the island by minibus, including a visit to the spectacular Dun Aengus Fort.  You will have time to explore the island before enjoying the Aran Ceilí Banquet; an evening of excellent food and entertainment provided by musicians and dancers from the island.  

Cost:  IR£50, which includes buses and ferry, guide, dinner and entertainment.

13.00 – 18.00 h

Tour 4: Historical Walking Tour of Galway and River Cruise

A packed lunch will be provided.  The tour will start from the Archway of the University and the route will bring you past Galway Cathedral, Lynch’s Castle, St. Nicholas’ Church, the Spanish Arch and Eyre Square.  At Woodquay you will board the Corrib Princess, a luxury river cruiser, for a 90-minute cruise of the River Corrib and Lough Corrib.  Your guide will treat you to a live commentary covering the many historical anecdotes associated with the area.  Refreshments will be served on board. 

Cost: IR£12, which includes guides, boat cruise and refreshments. 
13.00 – 18.00 h

Tour 5: Thoor Ballylee and Coole Park

A packed lunch will be provided.  This tour will introduce you to Galway’s literary heritage.  The first stop will be Thoor Ballylee, the former home of William Butler Yeats, the world-renowned poet.  It was in this tranquil setting that he wrote many of his works.  The tower house dates back to the 16th century and now accommodates an audio-visual theatre, which illustrates Yeats’ life.  Next stop is Coole Park, a national forest and wildlife park with many literary associations, including the famous “autograph tree” signed by distinguished visitors of Lady Gregory at Coole House.

Cost: IR£15, which includes bus, guide, entrance fees and refreshments.

13.00 – 21.00 h

Tour 6: The Burren, Cliffs of Moher and Seafood Dinner

A packed lunch will be provided.  The bus will bring you through the villages of Clarinbridge, Kinvara and Ballyvaughan to the spectacular Cliffs of Moher rising to 215 metres from the Atlantic Ocean.  The tour will continue through the centre of the Burren, a limestone area famous for its natural beauty and unusual plants.  You will return via the spa town of Lisdoonvarna and have dinner in the famous seafood restaurant, Moran’s Oyster Cottage, in Kilcolgan.  

Cost: IR£30, which includes bus, guide, entrance fee and dinner.

13.00 – 21.00 h

Tour 7: Bunratty Folk Park and Medieval Banquet

A packed lunch will be provided.  The bus will bring you directly through County Clare to Bunratty Folk Park near the river Shannon.  You will see authentic interpretations of early Irish life from the Medieval period to Irish Cottage living.  The tour will include a Medieval Banquet in Bunratty Castle where you will be entertained by the Bunratty Singers with enchanting melodies sung to the music of harp and violin.

Cost: IR£50, which includes guide, entrance fee, banquet and entertainment.

Thursday, July 15

9.30 – 17.30 h

Tour 8: Full-day Tour of Connemara

Connemara is one of Europe’s last great areas of natural wilderness with small towns and villages located along the beautiful, indented coastline and in the wild interior.  The beauty of the area lies in its rocky and rugged landscape, covered in desolate tracts of bogland dotted with lakes against a backdrop of barren mountains.

The tour will take you along Lough Corrib, through the villages of Moycullen and Oughterard to Maam Cross.  You will travel though the beautiful Maam Valley to the village of Leenane, backed by the Maamturk Mountains and facing Killary Harbour.  Next stop is Kylemore with its picturesque lake and famous Abbey, once the castle of Mitchell Henry, M.P., and now a convent and school of the Benedictine Nuns.  The journey continues to the coastal town of Clifden for lunch.  The return tour will take you back to Galway via Maam Cross, Screeb and the fishing villages of Rossaveal and Spiddal on the coast of Galway Bay.  

Cost: IR£30, which includes bus, guide, entrance fee and lunch.
19.30 – 23.00 h

Eurocarb X Banquet, Galway Bay Hotel, Salthill

You will be brought from your accommodation by bus for an optional pre-dinner walk along the bracing seafront promenade at Salthill before being treated to the best of Irish food, entertainment and drink.  Feel free to wear your glad rags!  A bus service will return you to your accommodation.  

Cost: £45, which includes buses, pre-dinner reception, dinner, entertainment and drinks.

Friday July 16

9.30 – 12.30 h

Tour 9: Spiddal Village and Craft Centre

This tour will take you from Galway along the coast road to Spiddal village.  Your first stop is a traditional thatch cottage which has been the family home of the Naughton Family for over 100 years.  The woman of the house, Nancy Naughton, will demonstrate how to make Irish bread in the traditional way over an open fire and serve home-made scones and tea as she explains the history and folklore of the area.  Next stop is Spiddal Craft Village where you will have an opportunity to browse the various art galleries, jewellers, hand-knitting and weaving as well as woodturning shops.  

Cost: IR£12, which includes bus, guide and refreshment.

19.00 – late

Friday Night Dinner
Relax after a hard week in a local restaurant.  The pubs stay open until midnight and then there’s always a night-club for the young and young at heart!

Cost: IR£25, which includes four-course dinner and a drink.  
Numbers are limited on some tours, so book early!  We reserve the right to cancel or reschedule tours if insufficient numbers subscribe.

Galway Arts Festival

Widely regarded as Ireland's most popular arts extravaganza, the Galway Arts Festival is a truly international celebration of the performing and visual arts which takes place in Galway City each July.  In 1999, the festival will run from July 12 to 25.  For programme information see the web site listed below or e-mail gaf@iol.ie to add your name to the mailing list. 

Further information may be obtained at Tel: +353 91 562 594 or Fax: +353 91 562 655.

Facilites for Children 

A supervised crèche, suitable for children from 2 years upwards and catering for a maximum of 12 children, is located in Corrib Village for its residents.  Children are accepted for two-hour sessions and the fee is from IR£2.00 per child per session. 

Children from five years upwards who are resident in Corrib Village may partake in organised activities such as treasure hunts and tennis free of charge.  Canoeing, horse-riding and bicycle hire can be booked from the reception of Corrib Village.  Fees for these activities will be advised locally.  Further information is available from Corrib Village, Tel: +353 91 527 112, Fax:  +353 91 523 661.

Facilities for Adults

A fully-equipped gym and courts for various racquet sports are located beside the Conference Hall.  For joggers, there are miles of unspoiled trails adjacent to Corrib Village, while swimmers may enjoy the wide expanse of Galway Bay and its beautiful beaches.

Post Conference Tours

For a range of post-conference tours contact GoWest. 

Enclosures

1. Registration Form

2. Accommodation Form

3. Abstract Submission Form

4. Payment Form

Confirmation of your registration and accommodation along with your abstract acceptance will be forwarded only on receipt of all payments and appropriate documentation.  Detailed information on accommodation location etc. will also be forwarded with your confirmation.

Web Sites of Interest:

Eurocarb X web site: http://www.ucg.ie/eurocarb

Aer Lingus, the official carrier for Eurocarb X: http://www.aerlingus.ie/

Bord Fáilte (Irish Tourist Board): http://www.ireland.travel.ie/

Galway tourism: http://www.galwaytourism.ie/

Galway Arts Festival: http://www.failte.com/gaf/index/htm

Inside back cover

NUI, Galway Campus, Corrib Village, and directions to Hotels.
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Dun Laoghaire

Rosslare

City bus tour and Galway Crystal Heritage Centre
Full tour to the Aran Islands and lunch

Walking tour of Galway City and River Cruise
Thoor Ballylee and Coole Park

Bunratty Folk Park and Medieval Banquet
Burren, Cliffs of Moher and Seafood dinner

Aran Islands including dinner and entertainment
Full day tour of Connemara and lunch

Spiddal Village

50km

50miles
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