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	Discipline
	History

	Course Title
	Bachelor of Arts (Omnibus), CONNECT BAs



	Module Co-ordinator
	Caitriona Clear

	Module Title
	HI487: Approaches to Women’s History 1780-1939

	Lecture times
	Tuesdays 9-11

Seminar: two hours, one of which is entirely given over to student presentations and discussion, and the other,  a ‘lecture’ delivered in an interactive way.

	Brief outline of content
	The focus, except when specifically stated is on Europe as a whole. The themes covered are : women’s domestic work paid and unpaid, 1780-1939: women in philanthropy 1780-c.1860: the new female professions in the nineteenth century c.1850-1914; women and education 1780-1939; working women and trade unionism 1840-1914; women and politics in Europe 1780-1848, and the suffrage in Britain and Ireland 1867-1922; women between the wars in Europe 1919-1939. Towards the end of the course, students are given theoretical readings on women’s history and are encouraged to discuss these in class, building on what they have learned.

	Learning Outcomes
	By the  end of this course, the student should have learned not only about how women’s lives changed, at every level of society, in the modern period of history, but they should also be able to evaluate the hotly-debated controversies in women’s history about domestic work (paid and unpaid, evaluated differently but with cognisance of each other), philanthropy, female professions (nursing), political activity, and government intervention in women’s lives. This involves close attention to and reading of monographs and surveys and an understanding of how to read documents from the period.  Students are encouraged to explore the category ‘woman’ and to understand how difficult, even impossible,it is to generalize about women’s experience at any point of the past. However, they also come to realize that at every level of society and in every occupational group and in every society and nationality, the fact of being a woman was a major determinant of status, experience,  and earning power. A student could very well complete this course deciding that it is unacceptable to treat women as a separate category in history, and that gender history which does not pay attention to masculinity and its constructions and meanings is only half the human story.  A student (the same student) could also complete this course having learned the advantage of never, ever taking a category of person in the past at face value.  He or she will have learnt that even within very specific occupational designations (miners, teachers, farmers, domestic servants) not only did the experience of women differ from that of men, but even the experience of some women differed quite significantly from that of others. 

	Assessment Types and Deadlines
	In this as in all history seminars,60% of the final mark is awarded for the extended essay (7,000 words), and 40% for continuous assessment of in-class presentations. The presentations take two forms.The first, which runs for the first six weeks of term and generally takes place in the first hour, takes the form of formal debates  (proposition, opposition)on historical topics, e.g. ‘Did the changes in domestic work which happened 1780-1914 entrap women or empower them’ or ‘Domestic service was a humiliating and degrading occupation’ or ‘Sex-specific labour legislation 1860-1914 was necessary to prevent women from being exploited’.  Students speak for and against the motion, bringing in as many sources and arguments as possible, and a general discussion follows. Students are assigned specific reading from week to week and encouraged to range more broadly than that. The second presentation, which takes place in the last two weeks, consists of either (it varies from year to year) a fifteen-minute oral report on the biography of a famous woman who lived most of her life in the years 1780-1939, placing her in the context of the lives of women of her time, or else, a fifteen-minute oral report on a primary source,or document from the period, relating directly to the experience of women or a woman.  

The extended essay is on a topic covered in the course, and selected after consultation with the lecturer. Students are encouraged to range widely chronologically and geographically, and to submit at least one draft of their finished essay for criticism and comment. 



	Required Text
	There is a lengthy reading list because this is a reading course, however, there are a number of core texts which organize the past into a manageable narrative.  D.Simonton, A History of European Women's Work, 1700 to the present (London 1998) ; B.Anderson & J.Zinsser, A History of Their Own Vol. 2 (London 1988); B.Smith, Changing Lives; (London 1989) D.Simonton (ed.) The Routledge History of Women in Europe since 1700(London 2006)  Olwen Hufton, The Prospect Before Her: a history of women in western Europe 1500-1800 (London 1995); Linda Clark, Women and Achievement in 19c Europe (London 2008) and G.Duby & M.Perrot (eds.) A History Of Women Vols IV and V (Harvard 1994). 
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