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College of Science 
Guidelines for Structured PhDs


All students are, in the first instance, referred to the 
University Guidelines for Research Degree Programmes http://www.nuigalway.ie/graduatestudies/Current_Students_2/guidelines.html
(including the relevant Regulations) and the 
Research Student Guide http://www.nuigalway.ie/graduatestudies/research_student_guide.html
which contain information relevant to all research graduate students at the National University of Ireland, Galway.

These College of Science Guidelines are a supporting document containing specific information relevant to Structured PhD students in the College of Science.

These Guidelines are accurate on 15th October, 2011 and updates will be provided on-line at http://www.nuigalway.ie/science/rgroups.html
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1.College of Science Structured PhD Framework
This one-page document describes the framework for all Structured PhDs in the College of Science. All Structured PhD programmes in the College must comply with this framework. 
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The goal of doctoral education is to cultivate the research mindset, to nurture flexibility of thought, creativity and intellectual autonomy through an original research project. It is the practice of research that creates this mindset. The core component of the structured PhD programme is the advancement of knowledge through original research.

The purpose of structuring doctoral education is to create a supportive environment. It is recognised that doctoral education is an individual journey. The structured PhD is also designed to meet the needs of an employment market that is wider than academia. A traditional PhD without taught components remains available in exceptional cases (e.g. candidates from industry, part-time candidates).

The structured PhD is a formalised integrated programme of research, education, training, personal and professional development activities. It enables the development of discipline-specific knowledge, research skills and generic/transferable skills. It has declared outcomes for all education and training components.

Supervision is by a principal supervisor who is responsible for providing guidance on the research carried out by the student and manages the student’s training. The student and supervisor are supported by the Graduate Research Committee (GRC). The GRC formally monitors student progress through an annual review process in line with national and international best practice. (Students whose progress towards completing the PhD is unsatisfactory may be recommended to submit an M.Sc.)

The structured PhD is normally a four-year programme. New entrants typically register for the programme in September or January of each year. All new recipients of College of Science Scholarships must register for a Structured PhD. Students select modules to the value of between 30 and 45 ECTS in consultation with their supervisor and GRC. These modules will be a combination of
- discipline-specific modules (directly relevant to the student’s research) and
- generic/transferable skills modules (to equip students for employment outside academia).
Each student must complete a minimum of 30 ECTS over the four years. (Students registering for a three-year programme select modules to a minimum value of 20 ECTS.) Most modules will be taken in the early years and no student shall take more than 5 ECTS in a taught module in their final year.

Successful completion and examination of the research is the basis for the award of the degree.

2.Structured PhD Programmes
The Structured PhD Programmes currently on offer are available at 
http://www.nuigalway.ie/science/rgroups.html

3. Registration Instructions
Applications
All students must apply to the Postgraduate Applications Centre (www.pac.ie).

Registration
Accepted students will receive an email informing them:
1. when registration opens and 
2. to log onto the NUI Galway registration website for more information
Students will register on-line.
Students must register for the Course Instance, i.e. Structured PhD in Science (1SPS1).
Students can access information (with instructions on how to register) at www.nuigalway.ie/registration/student/new_postgrad.html
(No modules to be selected at this stage.)

Selection of modules
Students will take a minimum of 30 ECTS over 4 years.
Local Guidelines for each Structured PhD programme must be supplied to incoming students by their supervisor/discipline/school or programme director (for PRTLIV-funded programmes). These local guidelines provide detail on the choice of modules available to the student. 
Students must select modules in consultation with their supervisor and Graduate Research Committee.

Registration for modules
Students must complete a Structured PhD Module Registration Form
available to students on the College of Science internet (http://www.nuigalway.ie/science/rgroups.html) and submit it to Ms. Cora Costello, College of Science by 1st February, 2012. 

Orientation and Induction
Students must attend the Orientation session organised by the Graduate Studies Office, the College of Science Induction and any local induction sessions organised by Centres/Schools/disciplines/supervisors.

Blackboard 1GST1
All students will be registered for the Blackboard module 1GST1 Graduate Studies Training, where general information on Graduate Studies at NUI Galway is provided (http://blackboard.nuigalway.ie/ ).




4.Module Selection and Registration
Students must select and complete modules to the value of between 30 and 45 ECTS during their PhD in consultation with their supervisor and GRC. 

In order to register for modules, the student must complete the Module Registration Form (below) every year. Students must register for the modules that they intend to complete in that academic year only.
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Structured PhD
Module Registration Form


	Discipline Name
	     

	Doctoral Student’s Name:
	     

	Qualifications:
	     

	Title of Thesis:
	     


	Supervisor:
	     

	Registration Date:
	     

	Year of Programme:
	     

	Please indicate the Dissertation Research ECTS and supporting modules to a total value of 90 ECTS for the year.  
Each student must complete a minimum of 30 ECTS (and a maximum of 45 ECTS) over the course of the four year programme.

	

	Module Titles
	Module Code
	ECTS

	e.g. Teaching and Learning
	GS506
	5

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	
	
	

	
	
	

	

	Dissertation Research
	     
	     

	Total ECTS for Year (Must = 90)
	
	90 ECTS

	

	Supervisor’s Signature: 



Date:



Return to: Ms. Cora Costello, College of Science

Deadline: 1st February, 2012
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