
 MA INTERNATIONAL CONTEMPORARY LITERATURES AND MEDIA 

General: The MA in International Contemporary Literatures and Media is a multi-disciplinary comparative programme with a strong – but not exclusive – focus on contemporary European cultures and their literatures. The late 20th century saw fundamental cultural changes brought about by factors such as globalisation, the end of the Cold War, and technological and communicative innovations. These changes are reflected in literature and media produced increasingly for a global audience. 
This programme will appeal to students who wish to build on their interests in modern and contemporary literatures and media (broadly from the 1960s to the present day but including some earlier sources and intertexts) and to deepen the theoretical understanding of their cultural, social, intellectual and aesthetic contexts. It allows students to engage with the diverse field of late 20th- and early 21st-century literatures and media, such as internet, film, music and visual arts. Non-English texts will be read in translation. 

Programme Content: 

Students have to take a total of six Modules (10 ECTS each), four are obligatory and two are optional. Assessment of Modules is by written exam or take-home-essay.  Students also have to write a Minor Dissertation of circa 15,000 words (30 ECTS).

The core modules are 
- From Division to Unification: Literary Texts and their Political Contexts 
- Self-referentiality in Postmodern Media 
- The Art of Reading 
- Contemporary Literary Genres

 Students have to choose 2 of the following optional modules (either two in first semester or one in both semesters). For the optional modules in subjects other than English, students have to meet the language requirements of the disciplines.


-Playwrights since the Sixties (EN 512) 
-Theatre as a Creative Industry (EN 591) 
-Discovering the Archives (EN 511) 
-Twentieth Century Irish Women’s Writing (EN 571) 
-Literature and Value (EN 508) 
-Textual Studies (EN563) 
-Literature and Colonialism (EN 547) 
-Cinema and Colonialism (EN 549) 
- The Literature of France in Algeria (FR528)
-Modern German Literature I (GR512)
-Irisí agus Nuachtáin na Nua-Ghaeilge(NG525)
-Gnéithe de Phrós an 20ú haois (NG526)
-Gnéithe d'fhilíocht an 20ú haois (NG527)
-Latin-American Literature I (SH530)
- Latin-American Literature II (SH531)

Please note: Not all modules will be available in each year. In addition, a certain number of modules of the  MA in Comparative Literature and Cultural Studies at University of Limerick are available as optional offers – please contact us to be placed in one of these modules.

Students are also required to submit a Dissertation of 15,000 words which counts for 30 ECTS: 




COURSE  DESCRIPTION  OF  CORE  MODULES

SEMESTER 1

Self-Referentiality in Postmodern Media
Module Co-ordinator: Prof. Hans-Walter Schmidt-Hannisa

Books about books, films about films, paintings about paintings: Self-referentiality is not a new phenomenon in the world of arts, but one that is typical of postmodernism. Instead of articulating a “message” or producing “sense” which is meaningful beyond their own boundaries, the significance of postmodern works of art is often based on the internal relationships of  their own elements. In addition to this level of internal references,  postmodern works produce “meaning” by making intertextual references (example: a book referring to another book) or intermedial [??] references (examples: a book referring to a film, a webpage, or a sculpture etc). Such references often form the key aesthetical principle of works of arts and are more important than references to the “real” world. In this module students will analyse various types of self-referentiality in exemplary postmodern books and films. A focus of the course will be stories and novels about the book and its significance as one of the most important media in history.

Reading list:
Jorge Luis Borges: Library of Babel, in Labyrinths, Penguin Modern Classics
Umberto Eco: The Name of the Rose, Vintage Classics
Stanislaw Lem: Gigamesh, in A Perfect Vacuum, First Harvest / HBJ
Edmond Jabès: From the Book to the Book. An Edmond Jabès Reader, Wesleyan University Press (excerpts)

Assessment:
Essay

The Art of Reading
Module Co-ordinator: Dr. Tina-Karen Pusse


This module provides an introduction to recent canon debates in world literature and to theoretical approaches to textual analysis in modern literary and cultural studies. Students will familiarise themselves with key concepts of interpretation, as they have developed within the last 50 years (poststructuralism, gender studies, postcolonialism, hermeneutics, New Historicism, etc.). The course also covers research methodologies and skills in reviewing literary texts and films.  

A Reader will be provided.

Assessment: two-hour written examination at end of Semester 1


SEMESTER 2

From Division to Unification: Literary Texts and their Political Contexts
Module Coordinator: Dr. Deirdre Byrnes

MIC500	
Course Description
This module explores the relationship between literary texts and their political contexts, focusing on the literature that emerged in the latter half of the twentieth century following the post-war division of Europe. Of particular interest is the caesura caused by the collapse of the German Democratic Republic in late 1989.
The course focuses on Peter Schneider’s novel The Wall Jumper, his essay collection The German Comedy: Scenes of Life after the Wall, and selected essays by Ivan Klíma and by Václav Havel. Situating these texts within their political and socio-historical contexts, the module explores how the post-war division of Europe, the Cold War, and, in particular, the unification in 1990 of East and West Germany are reflected in literary form. 

Assessment
Essay

Reading List
Core Texts
Havel, Václav, Open Letters: Selected Writings, 1965-1990, selected and edited by Paul Wilson (Vintage Books, 1992)

Klíma, Ivan, The Spirit of Prague and Other Essays, translated by Paul Wilson (Granta, 1994)

Schneider, Peter, The Wall Jumper, With an Introduction by Ian McEwan, translated by Leigh Hafrey (Penguin Modern Classics, 2005)

Schneider, Peter, The German Comedy: Scenes of Life after the Wall, translated by Philip Boehm and Leigh Hafrey (Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1992)

Recommended Reading
Garton Ash, Timothy, History of the Present: Essays, Sketches and Dispatches from Europe in the 1990s (Random House, 1999)
Garton Ash, Timothy, In Europe’s Name: Germany and the Divided Continent (New York: Random House, 1993)

Fulbrook, Mary, and Martin Swales, ed., Representing the Nation: History and Identity in Twentieth-Century Germany (Manchester University Press, 2000)

Contemporary Literary Genres 
Module Coordinator: Michael Shields

Starting out from a discussion of what literary genre is, this module will focus on the emergence of new prose genres and of new sub-categories of existing genres. Changing and increasingly self-conscious attitudes to genre in 20th and 21st-century literature will be discussed. Course contributors include French, German and South American/ Spanish literary specialists who will be discussing the  literatures of travel and place,  biography,  and detective fiction, as practised (and adapted) in the works of  Jorge Luis Borges,  Daniel Pennac, R. Vergará and  W.G. Sebald,  Students should start by reading  Sebald’s  The Emigrants,  London: Vintage, 2002. (Die Ausgewanderten. Vier lange Erzählungen, Frankfurt/Main: Fischer 1992) (Die Ausgewanderten) and  The Rings of Saturn,  London: Harvill 1998 . (Die Ringe des Saturn. Eine englische Wallfahrt, Frankfurt/Main: Fischer 1995).
Assessment:  two-hour written examination at end of Semester 2

Award: 
The M.A. will be awarded on the basis of First Class Honours, Second Class Honours or Pass. 
For further information Contact 
Professor Hans-Walter Schmidt-Hannisa  h.schmidthannisa@nuigalway.ie
or Dr. Tina-Karen Pusse tina-karen.pusse@nuigalway.ie















TIMETABLE, SEMESTER 1
	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
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	10
	(EN 511)
Discovering the Archives
TB307
	
	MIC 503  Self-Referentiality  AM 205

	EN 512
Playwrights since the Sixties 
 R 505,  Tower 1
	

	11
	(EN 511)
Discovering the Archives
TB307
	
	MIC 503  Self-Referentiality  

	Playwrights since the Sixties 
	

	12
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	14
	
	FR528: The Literature of France in Algeria
	
	
	

	15
	
	The Literature of France in Algeria
(AM 215)
	EN 571
Twentieth Century Irish Women’s Writing, 
TB 307
	
	

	16
	
	
	Twentieth Century Irish Women’s Writing 
	
	

	17
	
	
	
	MIC 504
 The Art of Reading   
AM 215

	

	18
	
	
	
	The Art of Reading  
AM 216
	

	19
	
	
	
	
	

	20
	
	
	
	
	


Core modules in bold, optional modules in fine print.
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