The National University of Ireland, Galway in collaboration with the National Cancer Registry Ireland wish to recruit a PhD studentship fully funded for three years to work on the HRB funded examination of the costs and cost-effectiveness of Prostate Specific Antigen (PSA) testing in the secondary prevention of prostate cancer in Ireland. The award will be made subject to successful completion of contracts between the parties.
The Project 
Prostate cancer is the most commonly diagnosed cancer in men. Incidence rates have risen substantially in Ireland in recent years, in part it is thought because of opportunistic PSA testing. The costs of opportunistic PSA testing in Ireland (and elsewhere) are not well understood, but are likely to be substantial. The project will examine the costs of testing (including tests, biopsies, diagnostic work-up, prostate cancer treatment, etc) that fall on the health services and of lost productivity and out-of-pocket expenses that fall on the individual. The impact on quality of life associated with over-diagnosis and over-treatment will also be examined as will gains associated with earlier detection and treatment. This will form the basis of an incremental cost effectiveness analysis of opportunistic PSA testing in the detection and treatment of prostate cancer. 

Supervision and Research Environment
The successful candidate will be registered with the National University of Ireland, Galway and work under the supervision of Professor Ciaran O’Neill. The student will be expected to work as part of the interdisciplinary study team and liaise closely with the study co-ordinator/senior research fellow based at the National Cancer Registry in Cork. In addition to the primary supervisor the student will also work closely with Dr Linda Sharp (principal investigator, National Cancer Registry) and Dr Jane Wolstenholme (Health Economics Research Centre, University of Oxford). 
How to Apply
A complete CV together with accompanying cover letter should be sent to Professor Ciaran O’Neill, School of Business and Economics NUI Galway, Galway.   Please indicate clearly why you consider yourself suitable for this scholarship and how you meet the eligibility criteria. You letter should identify two individuals from whom references can be sought.  A subsequent application for postgraduate admission at NUI Galway will be required by the successful applicant.
Deadline for Applications
The deadline for applications is November 30th. Shortlisted candidates can expect to be interviewed.

Eligibility Criteria Candidates should have a first or upper second class honours degree in economics (or equivalent primary degree in a related discipline with a strong quantitative component). A master’s in health economics would be desirable.  Candidates should be proficient in written and spoken English and should have good interpersonal skills.
Award
The award will cover registration fees and stipend for three years together with a contribution to support visits to Oxford. 
Project description
The student will develop (or adapt) a cost-effectiveness model of opportunistic PSA testing for the Irish setting, source and populate that model with appropriate data. The student is expected to acquire credit during their first year of study on taught courses relevant to completion of their thesis at NUI Galway. The student is also expected to spend a period of several months over the duration of the PhD hosted by the Health Economics Research Centre, University of Oxford under the guidance of Dr Jane Wolstenholme where they will work with the UK model of cost effectiveness of PSA screening. 
