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Title of Post: PhD studentship in Mental Health/Psychiatry
Start date: Jan 1st 2011
Student Stipend - €22,000 - €24,000 plus fees.
The National University of Ireland, Galway, wish to recruit a motivated, resourceful PhD student in psychiatry (with a background in psychiatric nursing or an equivalent mental health discipline, eg. clinical psychology, psychiatric social work), to work on a Mental Health Commission funded research programme grant: “A prospective evaluation of the operation and effects of the Mental Health Act 2001 from the viewpoints of service users and health professionals”. 
Eligibility Criteria

Candidates should have a first or upper second class honours degree in Psychiatric Nursing or a similar mental health focussed clinical discipline, such as clinical psychology or psychiatric social work. Clinical experience working with patients with psychotic illness is very desirable. A Masters Degree is also desirable. Candidates should be proficient in written and spoken English, will be expected to present their work at national and international conferences and to publish in peer reviewed journals. The student should have a commitment to excellence, be caring and empathic, have excellent interpersonal skills and an understanding and commitment to the research requirements of the project.
The Post

The post is full time for a period of 4 years commencing January 1st 2011. The PhD student will take a lead role in the qualitative data collection for the study. (S)He will assist in the recruitment and assessment of individuals who have been admitted involuntarily under the Mental Health Act 2001 to the Galway and Roscommon Mental Health Services. The student will undertake qualitative interviews to explore service users’ experiences of the process of involuntary admission and its effects on their lives at a time when they are clinically stable after discharge from hospital. Themes will include the service user’s experience of the process of involuntary admission, awareness of their legal rights, perception of how their human rights were respected, the impact of detention on their relationship with their family/carers and health service staff, their attitudes towards alternative treatment options that could have been pursued. The student will also perform qualitative interviews and participate in focus groups with consultant psychiatrists, psychiatric nurses, mental health review tribunal board members, general practitioners, advocates and family members / carers in order to establish their opinions and attitudes in relation to the operation of the Mental Health Act 2001.
Supervision and Research Environment
The study centre will be within the College of Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences, National University of Ireland, Galway and the interviews with service users and professionals will take place throughout mental health services in Galway and Roscommon. The Discipline of Psychiatry has an active clinical research programme incorporating neuroscience and health services research and focusing upon the major psychotic illnesses. The School of Nursing and Midwifery has extensive experience and expertise of qualitative interviews across a number of clinical settings within medicine, general practice, gerontology and disability services. The studentship will be further supported by close collaboration with the mental health nursing programme in Trinity College Dublin. The project is interdisciplinary and collaborative, and it draws upon the strengths, experience and insights of several professionals within psychiatry, nursing, philosophy, law and service users. Service user involvement is incorporated into the design of this project and the project steering committee
The student will have excellent training opportunities as part of a 4 year structured PhD programme. In addition to a range of structured training opportunities for 4th level students, (s)he will be trained in the performance of qualitative interviews and supervised by members of the project steering group within the School of Nursing and Midwifery, NUIGalway, led by Prof. Kathleen Murphy, and by Prof. Agnes Higgins, TCD. The student’s progress will be further supported by an interdisciplinary Graduate Research Committee, which will advise, facilitate and monitor progress throughout PhD training. The student will be involved in the project management of the qualitative data, recruitment, data collection and analysis. (S)He will work closely with a research clinician engaged in quantitative research on the project and the supervising team in the implementation of this study and will receive training, support and supervision throughout. 
Award

The studentship award will cover a generous stipend for 4 years, registration fees and travel expenses for training and supervision meetings.

Deadline for Applications.

The deadline for applications is 19th November 2010. Shortlisted candidates can expect to be interviewed.

Further information

Further information on the studentship is available from Prof. Colm McDonald, Professor of Psychiatry, NUI Galway; Tel: 091 493555; Email: colm.mcdonald@nuigalway.ie; Prof. Kathy Murphy, Professor of Nursing, NUI Galway; Tel: 091 493344; Email: Kathy.murphy@nuigalway.ie; or Prof. Agnes Higgins, Professor of Mental Health Nursing, TCD; Tel: 01-8963703; Email: ahiggins@tcd.ie 
