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Postgraduate Research Masters Studentship
A scoping study for the provision of a National Cycling Network in Ireland
The NRA, at the request of the Department of Transport has commissioned a Civil Engineering, NUI Galway research team to carry out a scoping study into the provision of a National Cycle Network (NCN) in Ireland that would be aimed at providing world class cycling routes in a rural and interurban context to attract users for commuting, leisure and tourism. The aim is to maximise the length of the network that is off road or of greenway standard in order to minimise the interaction with motorised vehicles. 
This research project will focus on the route selection, and the design, maintenance, operation and cost of a proposed cycling network between Galway and Clifden as a case study for the expansion of the proposed NCN. This work will include an examination of all options for route sections along the Galway to Clifden corridor, assessment of the routes, development of appropriate design standards and construction specification, a tentative construction delivery programme, and, with input of the NRA Roscommon Regional Design Office, the development of a robust cost estimate. 
The work will be completed over a two year period, by a research masters student, during which time the successful candidate will complete a research masters (M.Eng.Sc) in Civil Engineering. The selected candidate will also complete a placement period of 6 months in the NRA Roscommon Design Office during the 2 year study period. This will allow the candidate gain vital work experience while completing their research masters. 
Requirements: Candidates should have an honours degree Civil or Environmental Engineering (or closely related degree). The candidate must also have excellent communication skills and be able to work with a multi-disciplinary team. The candidate will be required to have access to a car for and a full driving license.

Stipend: circa € 14,000 pa (+ fees) 
Enquiries (preferably by e-mail): Dr. Eoghan Clifford, National University of Ireland, Galway, School of Engineering and Informatics, Civil Engineering, University Road, Galway, Ireland. Tel: +353 (0)91 492219. E-mail: eoghan.clifford@nuigalway.ie 
See also; http://www.nuigalway.ie/civileng/  
Applications: Initial CV including two referees & cover letter, by email to eoghan.clifford@nuigalway.ie 

A subsequent application for postgraduate admission at NUI Galway will be required by the successful applicant via PAC
Closing date for applications: Monday 20th December 2010 
