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Postgraduate Researcher – GlycoHIT Project

Glycoscience Group
National Centre for Biomedical Engineering Science (NCBES)

A vacancy exists for a strongly motivated graduate interested in pursuing a PhD in the field of Glycoscience with the Glycoscience Group at the National Centre for Biomedical Engineering Science (NCBES).
Carbohydrates (glycans) coat every living cell and are involved in almost all essential biological processes and many diseases. The high throughput analysis of glycans and their binding proteins (lectins) is critical to understanding and exploiting the many roles of carbohydrates. The Glycoscience Group, established in 2007 at NUI Galway, is developing a range of novel approaches to glycan analysis, and applying them to a variety of biological questions of academic and industrial interest, including host-microbial interactions of pathogenic and symbiotic bacteria in the gut, immune cell classification and cancer biomarker identification. The Glycoscience Group offers a stimulating and dynamic research environment, with excellent ties to research groups worldwide, various collaborations with external partners, and up-to-date infrastructure and resources, including funding to attend international conferences.
The GlycoHIT project is funded by the European Commission FP7 Health programme and is focused on the analysis of cancer-related glycobiomarkers in patient serum samples. The graduate student will use combinatorial approaches for the isolation of lectin mimic molecules for lectin array applications. Applicants will be expected to possess:
· An honours (at least upper 2nd class) primary degree in Biochemistry or Microbiology or a related discipline

· A good knowledge of modern biochemical and molecular biology techniques
· Research interests in glycobiology 
· Good organizational and communication skills

· Evidence of a high level of initiative
This position carries a stipend of €16,000 per annum plus fees.
Start date: 5th January 2011

Detailed information on the activities of the Glycoscience Group is available at our websites http://ncbes.nuigalway.ie/glycoscience-group.aspx  or http://www.agrc.ie/.  For informal discussion about this post, please contact Professor Lokesh Joshi <Lokesh.Joshi@nuigalway.ie>
To Apply:
Please send a cover letter and curriculum vitae and the names and addresses of at least two referees via e-mail (PDF only) to: Maria.Brady@nuigalway.ie
Closing date for receipt of applications is 5pm on Monday 29th November 2010.
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