Social Care annual seminar at NUI, Galway
“Working with People with Disabilities”

The annual Social Care seminar takes place this weekend on 19th & 20th November 2011 in NUI, Galway. The theme of the seminar is “working with people with disabilities” and the overall aim is to build on student’s knowledge and expand their awareness of issues related to working with individuals with disabilities. 

The seminar will host over 100 students from first and second year of the BA (Hons) Degree in Social Care. The BA is a 4 year part-time programme that is delivered in a blended learning format, which has been designed to meet the needs of adult learners. 

Individuals who undertake the BA Social Care come from a variety of backgrounds and have a range of experiences, including working with older people, individuals with disabilities, children at risk and individuals from the Travelling community.

As part of the BA (Hons) in Social Care an annual seminar is held on campus and this is an integral part of the Social Care programme as it allows students and tutors to attend NUI, Galway, get to know each other and hear from experts in the field, while also participating in practical workshops. Overall this seminar creates an opportunity to combine education and learning in a fun and participative manner. 

The seminar will be opened by Prof. Margaret Barry, chair of Health Promotion and Public Health in NUI, Galway. Mr Finbarr Colfer (Health Information and Quality Authority), Mr Michael Quinn (Rehab Care), Mr Noel Howard (Irish Association of Social Care Workers) and Mr Oisin Jordan (Football Association of Ireland) will deliver keynote addresses at the seminar. This range of expertise underlines the seminar’s emphasis on integrating policy, theory and practice to create a learning environment that is rich in ideas, supportive and of direct relevance to learners’ experience and practice.
For more information about the BA (Hons) Social Care programme delivered through distance learning please see http://www.nuigalway.ie/courses/adult-and-continuing-education-courses/social-care.html or email vonne.forde[image: image1.png]
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