[image: image1.png]National University of Ireland, Galway
Ollscoil na bEireann, Gaillimb




Department of Health Promotion, National University of Ireland, Galway


Postgraduate Diploma in Health Services Research/

Master of Health Sciences (Health Services Research)

· What is the application procedure for the academic year 2009/10 ?

The closing date for postgraduate applications is Friday, May 29th, 2009.  
There is an online application process in operation. Applications for courses commencing September 2009 are being accepted through the online PAC (Postgraduate Application Centre):  www.pac.ie/nuig. 

Further information obtainable from www.go4th.ie or from:

· Department of Health Promotion, National University of Ireland, Galway 

· Phone: +353-91-493092
· Email: denise.glavin@nuigalway.ie; 

· Department website www.nuigalway.ie/hpr/
Please indicate clearly on your application whether you are applying for the Masters or the Postgraduate Diploma programme.
· Who is the course intended for ?

Both the Masters and Postgraduate Diploma programmes in Health Services Research are intended for people working in the health service and others who wish to develop a research and evaluation function.
Health Services Research aims to improve the quality and organisation of health services.  It complements basic science and clinical research, which increase knowledge of causes and treatment of ill health and disease in individuals.  This course aims to provide students with a broad knowledge and understanding of the concepts and methods used in studying health services. The course includes a research component to enable students to develop appropriate methodological skills.
In preparing your application you may find it helpful to speak with someone who works in the area of health services research or who has completed a postgraduate course in the area.
The course may be available as a full time option depending on the number of applicants and resources available.  Please indicate on your application if you are interested in the full time option.  A decision will be made in June/July as to whether this will proceed.

· Fees for the Part-time programme ?

The course fees for the academic year 2008/09 are:

· €3,030 for the Postgraduate Diploma in Health Services Research
· €3,320 for the Master of Health Sciences (Health Services Research)
There is usually a slight increase in fees from year to year. 

The Fees Office will be able to advise you of the EU and Non-EU fees.  

Further details are available from the Fees Office website: www.nuigalway.ie/fees/
· What are the entry requirements ?

The Postgraduate Diploma programme is open to those who hold an appropriate primary degree or an appropriate technical qualification and work experience subject to approval by the Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences on a case by case basis.

The Masters programme is open to those who hold an honours primary degree or a degree in Medicine.  Relevant undergraduate degrees include a wide range of social science subjects (e.g. sociology, psychology, social studies, economics), science, commerce, law,  education, health studies, medical, dental, nursing and related degrees (occupational therapy, physiotherapy, speech therapy etc.)

However, in special circumstances, applications are considered from others who satisfy the Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences that their educational background and relevant experience suit them to the requirements of the course

The Postgraduate Diploma will not be conferred on candidates proceeding to the M.A. programme.
From the outset, candidates are selected onto the programme to pursue either the Masters or Postgraduate Diploma programme.  Please indicate clearly on your application which programme you wish to be considered for.  

· What is the difference between the Postgraduate Diploma and Masters programmes?

Both the Postgraduate Diploma and Masters programmes incorporate a taught course involving the completion of 8 core modules as listed below:

	Module title

	1. (HP856) Introduction to Health Service Research Methods

includes, epidemiology, statistics, social science research methods.


	2. (HP858) Health Services



	3. (HP861) Epidemiological & Statistical Methods in Health Services Research



	4. (HP844) Health Informatics



	5. (HP864) Determinants of Health

includes: biological, psychological, social and environmental issues.


	6. (HP805) Health & Public Policy



	7. (HP862) Evaluation, Quality & Economics in Health Services Research



	8. (HP837) Research Protocol




Masters students must complete the taught programme to second class honours standard (i.e. obtain an aggregate of over 60%).  Having completed the written examinations, Masters candidates go on to undertake a minor dissertation based on original research from June to the end of August/September.

· Is it possible for a candidate who has completed the Postgraduate Diploma programme to go on and complete the Masters ?

Provided you meet the entry requirements for the Masters (i.e. an honours primary degree) and you receive overall honours (60% aggregate) on the taught Postgraduate Diploma programme, then you can pursue the Masters by minor dissertation in the next academic year.  This will require registration with the University and paying the difference between the Postgraduate Diploma and Masters fees.

· What are the employment prospects?
Employment prospects should increase with the emphasis on quality and evaluation in healthcare, both in Ireland and abroad.  The Irish national strategy for health research 'Making Knowledge Work for Health' published in June 2001 identifies the need for appropriately trained people.
· What is the course selection procedure?

Selection is based on your application form, so please fill in as much detail as possible.  Candidates are short-listed on the basis of appropriate qualifications and relevant experience.

Formal offers of places on the programme will be issued through the online PAC (Postgraduate Application Centre) over the summer months.  Applicants should indicate as early as possible whether or not they intend to take up the offer of a place.  This ensures that places that are not being taken up may be offered to another applicant on the list.
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