History & Philosophy of Science (12 ECTS)

This module introduces key themes in the history and philosohpy of science and technology.  It gives you a chance to take two modules in the College of Arts, where you will study alongside Arts students.  Since it involves substantial amounts of reading and writing, it is also a chance to develop your communication skills.

· What is knowledge?

· What sort of knowledge does science provide?

· What can philosophers learn by reflecting upon it?

In Semester 1, you will take a course in the PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE.  Philosophers are interested in science because they are interested in knowledge, and science appears to provide knowledge of a particularly impressive kind.

· Why does science matter to society?

· Should governments fund science?

· What role do science and technology play in social progress?

In Semester 2, you will be studying the HISTORY OF SCIENCE.  Historians investigate the historical development of the relationship between science and society, and this course will focus on the nineteenth century.

Each semester, you will have two timetabled lectures per week and extra tutorials (roughly fortnightly, arranged to suit your timetables).  There are no laboratory sessions, but you will have to read widely.  Think of the library as your laboratory!  Each semester-long course is worth 6ECTS; it will involve a 2-hour end-of-semester exam (with essay-type questions), as well as coursework which will help to prepare you for the exam, and will improve your writing and argumentation.  Part of the coursework will require you to reflect on how your studies in History and Philosophy relate to your main scientific studies.

This should not be seen as an easy option, but it will introduce you to new (and fascinating) perspectives on science!

Course instructors: Dr Nick Tosh (Philosophy) and Dr Aileen Fyfe (History)

