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	Objective
	Respect for fundamental rights is one of the basic principles on which the European Union (EU) is based. The objective of this course is to first examine the evolution and development of the EU’s system of fundamental rights protection, from the early case law of the Court of Justice to the most recent Treaty and legislative changes, and in particular the content and scope of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights. The interplay between the EU and the Council of Europe systems of fundamental rights protection is also scrutinised. 

The second part of this course focuses on EU Fundamental Rights Policies. The challenges that the EU faces internally are outlined and particular consideration is given to the newly established Fundamental Rights Agency. Finally, EU promotion and protection of fundamental rights as regards prospective Member States and Third Countries as well as EU actions in multilateral fora will be covered.


	Lecturer
	Name
	Office
	Ext
	E-mail

	
	Dr. Laurent Pech

	School of Law, Room 501 (Tower 2)
	3256
	Laurent.pech@nuigalway.ie

	Times
	Semester  
	Day
	Time
	Venue

	
	Seminars
	TBD
	
	

	Overall Learning Outcomes
	Upon completion of this course you will be able to:
· Outline the evolution of the role played by the EU concerning the protection of human rights; 
· Understand the basic principles of EU human rights law;

· Explain how EU human rights law is enforced and in particular how EU and Member State action can be challenged; 

· Critically evaluate the recent institutional initiatives and policy development in the human rights field; 
· Critically evaluate the complex relationship between the EU and the ECHR;

· Critically evaluate the role played by the EU in the promotion and protection of human rights worldwide.

	Format
	The course comprises a combination of seminars as well as guest lectures. All students are expected to complete required readings PRIOR to seminar meetings. They should engage the readings actively, look for underlying themes and problems, and be prepared to discuss issues arising at the seminars.



	Programme(s)
	LL.M. Programmes at the Irish Centre for Human Rights

	Course Material
	The course outline and additional materials will be made available on blackboard (http://blackboard.nuigalway.ie)

	Core Text
	TBD



	Supplementary Texts
	 See Course outline

	Assessment
	TBD
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