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The module seeks to provide post-graduate students with a general introduction to international criminal law, to the extent that it operates as a mechanism for the international protection of human rights.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of the course, the student should be able to carry out effective research in the field of international criminal law.  She/he should be familiar with the sources of international criminal law in treaty and customary law, should have a general familiarity with the applicable concepts of criminal law per se, and should be familiar with the principles established in the major cases.

Mode of Study

12 three-hour seminars focused on the study of relevant instruments and judicial decisions. Students are expected to prepare the seminars by reading the material recommended in the outline.

They should also, each week, bring with them the official documents (those corresponding to the subject of the day) on paper or on a laptop, so that they can be properly discussed in class.

Evaluation

Students are required to submit an essay of approximately 9,000 words (word limit : 10,000 words. Essays over the limit will be penalized).

The essay is to include a comprehensive bibliography listing, as separate rubrics, international and national legal instruments, case law and academic literature. It should have a table of contents and a table of abbreviations, if these are used.

Make sure you are consistent in the use of footnotes.

Please be aware that the university plagiarism policy will be applied strictly : www.nuigalway.ie/exams/Plagiarism.html
Essential text and case law

Students should obtain the following:

William A. Schabas, Introduction to the International Criminal Court, 3rd ed., Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007

William A. Schabas, The United Nations International Criminal Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia, Rwanda and Sierra Leone, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006

Primary materials, especially judicial decisions, are also proposed as preparatory reading. These are easily available on internet.
For students totally unfamiliar with concepts of general criminal law, it would be helpful to consult a textbook on the subject. They should introduce themselves to criminal law concepts and principles concerning jurisdiction, defenses, procedure and so on. There are several such volumes in the library, and virtually all legal publishers issue one.

------------------------------------------------------

CONTENTS OF THE LECTURES

Seminar 1 - Introductory presentation: history of international prosecution

Seminar 2- International, ‘internationalized’ and national tribunals and the enforcement of international criminal law

Seminar 3 - Jurisdiction (universal and other) and immunities
Seminar 4 - Admissibility

Seminar 5 - Genocide and the protection of ethnic minorities

Seminar 6 - Crimes against humanity
Seminar 7 - Aggression
Seminar 8 - War crimes
Seminar 9 - Procedure 

Seminar 10 - Substantive criminal law in an international context: Participation in crime, defenses and related matters

Seminar 11 - Sentencing
Seminar 12 - Transitional justice
