Banned and Censored Books








If all mankind minus one were of one opinion, then mankind is no more justified in silencing the one than the one—if he had the power—would be justified in silencing mankind.

-John Stuart Mill-



WORKS INCLUDED IN THE COLLECTION*


BOOK						AUTHOR

1984		George Orwell
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn		Mark Twain
All Quiet on the Western Front		Erich Maria Remarque
Animal Farm		George Orwell
Areopagitica					John Milton
Biko**						Donald Woods
Black Beauty		Anna Sewell
Burger’s Daughter		Nadine Gordimer
The CIA and the Cult of Intelligence		Victor Marchetti & John D. Marks
Candide		Voltaire
Cry, the Beloved Country		Alan Paton
Dialogue Concerning the 
          Two Chief World Systems**		Galileo Galilei
Doctor Zhivago		Boris Asternak 
Fahrenheit 451		Ray Bradbury
A Farewell to Arms		Ernest Hemingway
The Grapes of Wrath		John Steinbeck
Human Rights and You**		Frederick Quinn
The Joy of Sex**		Alex Comfort
The Jungle		Upton Sinclair
King Lear		William Shakespeare
Lady Chatterley’s Lover		D.H. Lawrence
Lolita		Vladimir Nabokov
Mein Kampf		Adolf Hitler
Moll Flanders		Daniel Defoe
One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich		Alexander Solzhenitsyn 
One Hundred Years of Solitude		Gabriel Garcia Marquez
The Path of Perfection**			A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupāda
Point Counter Point		Aldous Huxley
The Prince		Niccolo Machiavelli
The Satanic Verses		Salman Rushdie
Slaughter-House Five		Kurt Vonnegut
The Social Contract		Rousseauf
State and Revolution		Vladmir Lenin
Things Fall Apart		Chinua Achebe
Tropic of Cancer		Henry Miller
The Ugly American		Lederer and Burdick
Ulysses		James Joyce
Uncle Tom’s Cabin		Harriet Beecher Stowe
Wild Swans**		Jung Chang



*Placed in alphabetical order in binder.
**No censorship history yet available.

Title: 1984
Author: George Orwell
Original Date of Publication: 1949

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

1984, Orwell’s tale of the dangers of totalitarianism and the end of democracy has been frequently suppressed, most notably in Russia. Not surprisingly, as the novel satirizes the ideological underpinnings of the U.S.S.R., the novel was banned until perestroika.

However, in 1959, in circumstances that strangely parallel the book, the Central Committee of the Soviet Communist Party ordered the novel to be translated into Russian for counter-propaganda purposes. Subsequently, the Committee distributed the novel to some highly placed members in the Communist party.

Orwell’s books became widely popular among dissidents within the U.S.S.R. and underground copies of 1984 and Animal Farm appeared and were disseminated amongst dissident groups until the KGB confiscated copies of the novels and sent them to the Leningrad Censorship Department. The Censorship Department declared that the novels expressed a negative view of the Soviet Union and prohibited their distribution.[endnoteRef:2] [2:  Blum Arlen Viktorovichm, Orwell’s Travels to the Country of Bolsheviks, The New Times, Moscow (2003).] 


Similarly, the Polish state banned Orwell’s novels from 1976 until the fall of Communism in 1989.[endnoteRef:3] [3:  1984, http://www.beaconforfreedom.org (Beacon for Freedom of Expression has been produced by the Norwegian Forum for Freedom of Expression (1995-2001), with the Norwegian National Library as professional advisor. The project is managed by the Norwegian Steering Committee hosted by the Norwegian Library Association. The database was produced in collaboration with tutors and students at the Faculty of Journalism, Library and Information Science at the Oslo University College).] 


In recent years 1984 has been censored in schools across the United States. The justifications of such censorship typically revolve around the supposed immorality and profanity of the novel.[endnoteRef:4] [4:  Nicholas J. Karolides, Banned Books: Literature Suppressed on Political Grounds 351-52 (Robert M. O’Neil ed., Facts on File 1998).] 




Who controls the past controls the future.
Who controls the present controls the past.

-George Orwell, 1984-


Title: ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY FINN
Author: Mark Twain
Original Date of Publication: 1885

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn centers around its title character, telling the story of his various adventures as he drifts down the Mississippi River in a raft. Set in the American South prior to the Civil War, the novel is rife with political as well as literary merit. Particularly noteworthy is Twain’s portrayal of Jim, and escaped slave; Twain’s account of Jim is considered by some critics to be an attack on slavery and its institutions since it humanized Jim and undercut traditional African-American stereotypes. 

Although Huckleberry Finn was widely lauded as a brilliant literary work upon its initial publication, it has also been controversial since that time. It was censored by some libraries immediately. One famous incident was recorded in the Boston Transcript newspaper:

The Concord (Mass.) Public Library committee has decided to exclude Mark Twain's latest book from the library. One member of the committee says that, while he does not wish to call it immoral, he thinks it contains but little humor, and that of a very coarse type. He regards it as the veriest trash. The library and the other members of the committee entertain similar views, characterizing it as rough, coarse, and inelegant, dealing with a series of experiences not elevating, the whole book being more suited to the slums than to intelligent, respectable people.[endnoteRef:5] [5:  James S. Leonard, Thomas A. Tenney & Thadious M. Davis, Satire or Evasion?: Black Perspectives on Huckleberry Finn 2 (1992).] 


Many American schools and libraries have declined to include the book in their collections, or to teach it to students, because of the controversy over whether the book is racist or anti-racist, and because of its repeated use of the word “nigger.” Accordingly, the American Library Association cited Huckleberry Finn as the fifth most frequently challenged book in the United States in the 1990s.[endnoteRef:6] [6:  Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adventures_of_Huckleberry_Finn (last visited Aug. 10, 2009).] 



Title: ALL QUIET ON THE WESTERN FRONT
Author: Erich Maria Remarque
Original Date of Publication: 1928

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

All Quiet on the Western Front, an account of a soldier’s experience during World War I, was banned in several European countries. In Germany, the National Socialists, believing the book to be slanderous to the German nation, banned it in 1930. The book was subsequently burned in the 1933 bonfires, which were conducted to rid the country of all Communist and socialist ideas. Remarque, not silenced by the reaction to his book, published a sequel, The Road Back, but eventually was forced to flee to Switzerland and the United States to escape Nazi persecution.

Due to anti-war propaganda contained in the book, both Czechoslovakia and Austria prohibited soldiers from reading the book. Italy also banned the book.

Furthermore, in 1929, the book was banned in Boston, U.S.A. on obscenity grounds.


Title: ANIMAL FARM
Author: George Orwell
Original Date of Publication: 1925

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

Animal Farm is a tale of animals that rebel against humans in order to achieve a more just society. After expelling their human masters, who had worked them very hard, rewarding each with only a subsistence ration and a stall, the animals rename the farm from “Manor Farm” to “Animal Farm.” The pigs assume control of organizing and managing the farm, since they are the cleverest. But over time, the pigs become corrupt. Napoleon, one of the pigs that organized the revolt against the humans, stages coup and assumes power over the farm, working and exploiting the animals even more harshly than the humans had. By the end, the pigs begin walking on their hind legs, and Napoleon throws a party for the humans, where they praise him for getting the animals to work so hard for so little. Soon, the creatures at the party become indistinguishable—“from pig to man, and from man to pig, and from pig to man again; but already it was impossible to say which was which.”

In this novel, Orwell once again stresses the dangers of totalitarianism. Thus, Animal Farm was banned in the Soviet Union until perestroika (see description of 1984). It was also banned at various schools and libraries in the United States throughout the 1960s, 70s and 80s because Orwell was considered a communist. 


Title: AREOPAGITICA
Author: John Milton
Original Date of Publication: 1644

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

Milton published Areopagitica in order to augment freedom of the press in England. According to Milton, he wrote the essay to “deliver the press from the restraints from which it was encumbered; that the power to determine what was true and what was false, what ought to be published and what to be suppressed, might no longer be entrusted to a few illiterate and liberal individuals . . . .”

In 1637, a Star Chamber decree established censorship measures, which required all books to be licensed before being published. Areopagitica was published without authorization and in defiance of a restraining order. After the death of Charles I, Oliver Cromwell condemned the book. The book was not republished until 1738.[endnoteRef:7] [7:  Karolides, supra note iii, at 41.] 



Title: BLACK BEAUTY
Author: Anna Sewell
Original Date of Publication: 1877

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

In order to uphold the system of racism in apartheid South Africa, the government implemented an elaborate system of banning literature deemed to be objectionable or that could possibly undermine the regime.

Under the Publications and Entertainment Act of 1963, the Minister of the Interior had the power to ban books for obscenity, moral harmfulness, blasphemy, causing harm to the relations among sections of the population or causing harm to the general welfare of the state. Under this guise, thousands of publications were banned from 1950-1990.[endnoteRef:8] [8:  South African Censorship, supra note ii.] 


Black Beauty, a children’s story about a horse, was banned under the regime.[endnoteRef:9] All the books that were banned during the regime have been compiled by South African publisher Jacobsen in Jacobsen’s Index of Objectionable Literature.  [9:  Banned Books, http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/banned-books.html (Information for this page was gathered from many sources, including The FileRoom Archive, the Academic American Encyclopedia, the American Library Association (via John Edwards), Paul S. Boyer’s Purity in Print: The Vice Society Movement and Book Censorship in America, Deborah Lipstadt’s Denying the Holocaust: The Growing Assault on Truth and Memory, Joel Thibault, Tonia Eastman).] 



Title: BURGER’S DAUGHTER
Author: Nadine Gordimer
Original Date of Publication: 1979

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

Burger’s Daughter tells the story of Rosa, the daughter of two famous South African political activists. Taking place in South Africa in the midst of Apartheid, the story tracks Rosa’s childhood experiences aiding her parents’ crusade against racial inequality, and her eventual development of resentment toward them for using her as a pawn to advance their political agenda. Rosa eventually becomes weary of the pressure and attention that comes with being associated with her parents, and escapes to Europe, only to return and find herself indicted for aiding and abetting a student’s revolt. 

The novel was banned in South Africa in 1979 for “endager[ing] the safety of the state” and depicting “whites as baddies, blacks as goodies.” Under the South African censorship laws, those whose books are banned have the right to appeal. Gordimer did just this. Burger’s Daughter was the first banned book to be appealed, and the first to be reinstated. Yet, as Gordimer herself noted, “. . . the censorship laws remain the same.”[endnoteRef:10] [10:  Karolides, supra note iii, at 63-67.] 


Gordimer won the Nobel Prize in literature in 1991.


Title: THE CIA AND THE CULT OF INTELLIGENCE
Authors: Victor Marchetti and John D. Marks
Original Date of Publication: 1974

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

In The CIA and the Cult of Intelligence, Marchetti and Marks argued that the United States Central Intelligence Agency had abused its authority domestically and overseas, and was in need of being controlled. The book detailed the considerable size and strength of the Agency, and recounted the various ways that the CIA had exceeded its rightful authority, from planning and executing clandestine “special operations” to destabilize foreign governments to engaging in devious psychological warfare techniques.

Before the book’s release, the CIA demanded that 339 items be deleted from its text, citing that the information contained in the items, if released, would devastate the country’s national security effort. On April 17, 1972, a federal judge issued a restraining order on the publishers—in effect, the first official censorship order served on an American writer by a U.S. court. The decision was affirmed on appeal, and the U.S. Supreme Court denied certiorari, making the decision final.[endnoteRef:11] [11:  See United States v. Marchetti, 466 F.2d 1309 (4th Cir. 1972).] 


In 1973, after proving that some of the censored material had been acquired after Marchetti’s departure from the CIA, the CIA released 114 of the 339 items. Subsequent deletions caused the number of censored items to drop to 168. The publisher sued the CIA days later, demanding that the remaining censored items be released. In 1974, a district court judge decided in favor of Marchetti, finding that only 26 of the original deletions were justified on national security grounds. However, the decision was promptly reversed by the Court of Appeals.[endnoteRef:12] Not only would the CIA deletions remain in place, but, the court stated, “[i]f secret matters become public in other ways, Marchetti and Marks still cannot talk about them—unless the CIA approves.”Again, the Supreme Court declined to hear the case, making the Court of Appeals’ ruling final.[endnoteRef:13]  [12:  Colby v. Halperin, 656 F.2d 70 (4th Cir. 1981).]  [13:  Karolides, supra note iii, at 95-102.] 



Title: CANDIDE
Author: Voltaire
Original Date of Publication: 1759

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

Before Candide was published, publishers anticipated a backlash that Voltaire’s satirical short story might cause, so steps were taken to decrease chances that the book would be seized by authorities. Unbound copies were secretly dispatched from Geneva to Paris, Amsterdam and London. The books were bound at their respective destinations and then distributed on a previously agreed upon date in order to circulate as many copies as possible before the authorities had the opportunity to confiscate the books. The plan worked and the deluge of books was too great for the authorities to confiscate all copies.

Voltaire, who was a nihilist that disliked organized religion, was deemed to be an enemy of the Catholic Church. As a result, his work was placed on the Index Librorum Prohibitorum, books which the Catholics were forbidden to read.[endnoteRef:14] [14:  Voltaire, Candide (1759) (forward).] 


Furthermore, the book was regularly confiscated by the United States Postal Service for is sexual humor and religious satire.


Title: CRY, THE BELOVED COUNTRY
Author: Alan Paton
Original Date of Publication: 1948

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

In order to uphold the system of racism in apartheid South Africa, the government implemented an elaborate system of banning literature deemed to be objectionable or that could possibly undermine the regime.

Under the Publications and Entertainment Act of 1963, the Minister of the Interior had the power to ban books for obscenity, moral harmfulness, blasphemy, causing harm to the relations among sections of the population or causing harm to the general welfare of the state. Under this guise, thousands of publications were banned from 1950-1990.[endnoteRef:15] [15:  South African Censorship, supra note ii.] 


Cry, the Beloved Country, Paton’s portrait of race relations in South Africa was banned under the regime.[endnoteRef:16] All the books that were banned during the regime have been compiled by South African publisher Jacobsen in Jacobsen’s Index of Objectionable Literature.  [16:  Banned Books, supra note vii.] 



Title: DOCTOR ZHIVAGO
Author: Boris Pasternak
Date of Original Publication: 1957

HISTORY OF CENSORSHIP

Doctor Zhivago tells the story of its title character, spanning his life from his childhood to his death just before 40. The stories and encounters of the books various characters are set before the backdrop of that pivotal period of Russian history from the turn of the centry, through the 1917 revolution, and into the 1930s. Many of the main characters express doubts and criticisms about Marxism and Marxist leaders throughout the books, and many of the events detailed therein paint a violent, ugly picture of life in Russia at that time. 

Pasternak wrote Doctor Zhivago in 1953, after the Kremlin eased its censorship policy, but the State Publishing House condemned the book, stating that “its cumulative effect casts doubt on the validity of the Bolshevik Revolution which it depicts as if it were the great crime in Russian history.” The book was published in Italy in 1957 and the U.S. in 1958, but not in the U.S.S.R. Pasternak was forced to refuse the Nobel Prize in literature, which he was awarded in 1958. Finally, in 1988, consistent with Gorbachev’s open policies, Doctor Zhivago was published in the U.S.S.R.[endnoteRef:17] [17:  Karolides, supra note iii, at 138-43.] 



Title: FAHRENHEIT 451
Author: Ray Bradbury
Original Date of Publication: 1953

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

Fahrenheit 451 is a classic fictional story in which firefighters burn down houses for the possession of certain books. The novel protests censorship, book burning and the suppression of ideas. Ironically, students in California, U.S.A. wrote to author Ray Bradbury after receiving an edited version of the text for a class assignment. The majority of the altered words were “hell” and “damn” and words like “hangover” were changed to “headache” while “wild party” became just “party.”[endnoteRef:18] [18:  John Oster, Censorship, The English Journal, at 86 n.4 (1997).] 


After an uproar by students and parents, school officials said that the censored copy would no longer be used.[endnoteRef:19] [19:  Fromkin, supra note xi.] 




The point is obvious. There is more than one way to burn a book. And the world is full of people running about with lit matches . . . . Every dimwit editor who sees himself as the source of all dreary blanc-mange plain porridge unleavened literature, licks his guillotine and eyes the neck of any author who dares to speak above a whisper or write above a nursery rhyme.

-Ray Bradbury-


 Title: A FAREWELL TO ARMS
Author: Ernest Hemingway
Original Date of Publication: 1929

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

A Farewell to Arms, Hemingway’s account of an American soldier fighting for the Italians during World War I, was banned and censored in several different countries.

· 1929 – (Italy) – Banned because of the account of the Italian retreat from Caporetto
· 1929 – (Boston, U.S.A.) – Five issues of Scriber’s Magazine were prohibited because the contained excerpts from A Farewell to Arms.
· 1933 – (Germany) – Copies of A Farewell to Arms burned in Nazi bonfires.
· 1939 – (Ireland) – A Farewell to Arms is banned.
· 1954 – (Sweden) – Hemingway is awarded the Nobel Prize.
· 1960 – (U.S.A.) – Hemingway’s works banned from many public schools in California.[endnoteRef:20] [20:  A Farewell to Arms, supra note ii.] 



Title: THE GRAPES OF WRATH
Author: John Steinbeck
Original Date of Publication: 1939

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

The Grapes of Wrath tells the story of the Joad family, as they journey from their small farm in rural Oklahoma, which was ravaged by the Dust Bowl of the 1930s, to California. Lured to the west with promises of job prospects, the family encounters hardship after hardship on their cross-country journey. They arrive in California only to find that the promises of prosperity were barren. The migrant workers there are dehumanized, bullied, jailed, and branded “Okies” by the Californians. The tragedies endured by the Joads illustrate the philosophical underpinning of the novel: the demise of the family farm, and the rise of machines and technology that make them useless.

Upon its publication in 1939, The Grapes of Wrath was subject to a pattern of censorship that continues to this day throughout the United States. Local libraries and schools throughout the nation routinely refuse to carry The Grapes of Wrath for various reasons. In 1939, the board of education of Kansas City, Kansas ordered 20 public libraries to stop carrying the book for reasons of indecency, obscenity, abhorrence of the portrayal of women and for “portray[ing] life in such a bestial way.” In Buffalo, New York a librarian refused to carry the book because of its “vulgar words.” The book has also been banned routinely over the last 70 years throughout the country, including in Ohio, Illinois, California, Vermont, North Carolina and even on the U.S.S. Tennessee, where the chaplain removed the book from the ships library.[endnoteRef:21] [21:  Karolides, supra note iii, at 180-92.] 


Title: THE JUNGLE
Author: Upton Sinclair
Original Date of Publication: 1905

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

The Jungle was written by Upton Sinclair to promote his strong Socialist agenda. It tells the story of a Lithuanian family who, though they speak almost no English, immigrate to America (Chicago) in reliance on false promises from their friend. Once there, they are repeatedly taken advantage of by the local businesses and business owners. Their house is of poor quality, but their rent is unbearably high. Several of the characters work in the meat packing plants, where conditions are awful. The exploitative capitalist system in which the characters finds themselves degrades, corrupts, and even kills some of them. The novel closes with one the main characters, Jurgis, discovering the local socialist party and becoming a self-actualized man.

The Jungle has been banned in many different places, usually because of its pro-socialist message. It was banned by local libraries across the nation throughout the 1920s and 1930s, and Senator Joe McCarthy in 1953 recognized it as a book that had been mentioned unfavorably during several hearings of the House Un-American Activities Committee. Upton Sinclair was criticized by the Nazi regime in the 1930s, and many copies of The Jungle were burned in the rallies of 1933. Yugoslavia banned Sinclair’s works from public libraries in 1929, and the book was banned in East Germany more than fifty years after publication because it was deemed anti-Communist there. Finally, South Korea banned the novel in 1985.[endnoteRef:22]
 [22:  Karolides, supra note iii, at 277-82.] 

Title: KING LEAR
Author: William Shakespeare
Original Date of Publication: 1605

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

Stage performances of King Lear, considered one of Shakespeare’s greatest tragedies, were prohibited from 1788 to 1820. The British royalty probably banned performances out of respect for King George III’s bout with insanity because King Lear is similarly thought to be insane at the end of the tragedy, and is seen wandering around talking to mice.[endnoteRef:23] [23:  King Lear, supra note ii.] 



Title: LADY CHATTERLEY’S LOVER
Author: D.H. Lawrence
Original Date of Publication: 1928

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

Lady Chatterley’s Lover has been the subject of many obscenity trials in the United States and the United Kingdom because the book explores extra-marital affairs and contains explicit language. Lawrence also published three versions of the novel and engaged in self-censorship in order to please publishers. Instances of censorship are listed below. 

· England – Penguin Books was prosecuted for publishing Lady Chatterley’s Lover. Penguin won the case and the book was then allowed to be sold in England.
· United States – The ban imposed by the postal service is lifted after two lower courts and the Supreme Court disagreed with the postmaster. The novel went on to sell two million copies in a year.
· China – During the Great Cultural Reformation in China, people were thrown into prison for possession of the book. In the 1990s, people were only given the privilege to read the book once they had obtained a certificate signed by superiors and, even then, the book could only be used for academic purposes.
· Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Poland, and Spain – Edited versions were published in these countries.[endnoteRef:24] [24:  Randell Martin, The History of Lawrence’s Lady Chatterley’s Lover (1998).] 



Title: LOLITA
Author: Vladimir Nabokov 
Original Date of Publication: 1955

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

Lolita tells the story of Humbert Humbert, a hyper-intelligent, middle-aged literary scholar and pedophile, and his obsession with a sexually precocious 12-year-old girl named Lolita. Filled with word play, double entendres and multilingual puns, the narrative follows Humbert as he develops a sexual relationship with the young girl, and travels with her across the United States (making pointed cultural observations all the while). The tragicomic final act sees Lolita escape from Humbert with the help of detective Clare Quilty, the novel concludes with Humert’s murder of Quilty.

Lolita is widely regarded as one of the best English-language novels of the 20th Century, but because of its content, it has also been widely censored. When Nabokov finished the manuscript for Lolita in 1953, he was unable to find an American publisher because of the subject matter of the novel. The novel was finally published in 1955 by a French publisher, and eventually became a best-seller. In London in 1955, the editor of the London Express declared that Lolita was “the filthiest book I have ever read,” and called it “unrestrained pornography.” British customs were shortly thereafter instructed by a panicked Home Office to seize all copies of Lolita entering the United Kingdom. In December 1956, the French Minister of the Interior followed suit, banning Lolita (the ban was to last two years). The novel (and its various film and television adaptations) continues to be controversial today, and each new adaptation has been met with a heated censorship debate.[endnoteRef:25]  [25:  Lolita, Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lolita (last visited Aug. 10, 2009).] 





Title: MEIN KAMPF
Author: Adolph Hitler
Original Date of Publication: 1925

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

Mein Kampf is an autobiographical work by Adolf Hitler that details his upbringing in poverty, his several failures as a young adult, both as an artist and an architect, his life-changing experience in the German army during World War I, and his eventual successes in the National Socialist party in German politics. While Hitler does somewhat accurately describe the events of his life in the book, he purposely chose to exclude some facts—including the abuse he suffered at the hands of his father—because the book was intended from the start to be not only an autobiography, but also a work of propaganda. In it, Hitler lays down what many, even during the 1930s, believed to be the blueprint for his plans of world domination, including his belief in the superiority of the Aryan race, the need for strong central leadership in Germany, and  his belief that propaganda could be one of the most effective tools of war. Before World War II, Otto D. Tolischus, in the New York Times Magazine wrote of the book: “In content, Mein Kampf is ten percent autobiography, ninety percent dogma, and one hundred percent propaganda. Every word in it . . . has been included . . . solely for the propagandist effect. Judged by its success, it is the propagandistic masterpiece of the age.”[endnoteRef:26] [26:  Karolides, supra note iii, at 321-24.] 


Mein Kampf has had a number of challenges from the time of its publication. Some instances are listed below:
· 1933 – (Czechoslovakia) – Banned from circulation along with other National Socialistic publications.
· 1933 – (Munich) – The one millionth copy of the book is put into circulation.
· 1933 – (Poland) – Banned for being insulting. German booksellers protested a court-ordered confiscation, but the court upheld its prior decision.
· 1936 – (Soviet Union) – May have been banned by the Soviet Union, as government officials feared that the book was propaganda for the German invasion of the Soviet Union.

In Germany, Mein Kampf was responsible for the banishment of the Bible. In Dr. Alfred Rosenburg’s 30-point doctrine about the need for a new national church, seven of the 30 points called for the banishment of the Bible and its replacement by Mein Kampf. Two of the points read as follows:

14) 	The national Reich Church shall see that the importation of the Bible and other religious works into the Reich territory is made impossible.
15) 	The National Reich Church Decree that the most important document of all time—therefore the guiding document of the German people—is the book of our Fuehrer—Mein Kampf. It recognizes that this book contains the principles of purist ethnic morals under which the German people must live.[endnoteRef:27]  [27:  Karolides, supra note iii, at 324-25.] 



Title: MOLL FLANDERS
Author: Daniel Defoe
Original Date of Publication: 1722

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

Moll Flanders is a chronicle of a woman trying to escape the life of property by using means such as prostitution and thievery. The novel was banned in the United States under the Comstock Law of 1873.

Under the Comstock Law, it is illegal to send any obscene, lewd, or lascivious books through the mail. Although no longer enforced, the law remains on the books.

Aristophanes’ Lysistrata, Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, and Boccaccio’s Decameron were also banned under the Comstock Law.[endnoteRef:28]  [28:  Banned Books, supra note vii.] 



Title: ONE DAY IN THE LIFE OF IVAN DENISOVICH
Author: Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn
Original Date of Publication: 1962

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich, as the title would suggest, recounts a single day in the life of its main character, a prisoner in a Siberian labor camp in the early 1950s. The books main focus is on the main character’s struggle to achieve human decency and even happiness given the horrors of his surroundings. Ivan was sentenced to 10 years in prison for spying for German intelligence after escaping from German captivity in 1942 and returning to the Russian front line. The book takes place eight years into his sentence. Conditions at the prison are awful. The prisoners can only stay warm through hard labor, they are abused by the guards and each other, and must find solace in the most minor of pleasures (a 20-minute break while work assignments are doled out, for example). Many of the prisoners at the camp have been sentenced to extremely long sentences for small infractions, or, in the case of the main character, none at all. As the day comes to a close, Ivan looks back on his day of hard labor, and considers it to be “a day without a dark cloud. Almost a happy day.”  And this is just one day in Ivan’s 10-year term. 

After Solzhenitsyn finished the manuscript of One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich in 1962, Khrushchev allowed it to be published in order to expose the truths of Stalin’s regime and win over “moral humanist” and “historical revisionist” (anti-Stalinist) intellectuals. When Khrushchev lost power in 1964, the book was banned in the U.S.S.R. Solzhenitsyn was deported and stripped of his Soviet citizenship in 1974. The book has been censored many times in high school curriculums and local libraries in the United States, mostly because of its objectionable language. However, one commentator has noted that “[t]he instances where [objectionable] words occur are realistic in light of the situations and the setting.”[endnoteRef:29] [29:  Karolides, supra note iii, at 363-67.] 



Title: ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF SOLITUDE
Author: Gabriel Garcia Márquez
Original Date of Publication: 1967

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

According to The File Room, the Colombian government banned 100 Years of Solitude in 1970 because the government did not like the novel and its portrayal of life in Columbia.

In his early life, Márquez was forced to flee to Europe after he published a story of shipwreck in which the Colombian government deemed the crew to be national heroes for propaganda purposes. The only survivor confided in Márquez that the ship was carrying illegal cargo and wrecked because of the crew’s incompetence. Márquez subsequently published the survivor’s account of the tale. Fearing that Rojas-Pinilla, the dictator of Colombia would harm him, Márquez fled to Europe. 

Later in his live Márquez became a supporter of the leftist revolutions throughout Latin America, in countries such as Colombia, Venezuela, Nicaragua and Argentina. He also formed a close relationship with Fidel Castro, which has lasted until this day. As a result, he was not popular with either the United States or Colombian governments.

The Colombian government accused Márquez of financing a leftist guerilla group in Colombia and the novelist was forced to flee to Mexico to seek political asylum. In 1982, when Márquez was awarded the Nobel Prize for literature, the newly elected President Betancur, fearing embarrassment, invited him back to Colombia and personally saw him off to Stockholm to accept his award.

100 Years of Solitude has also been banned and/or challenged in California, South Carolina, and Virginia, U.S.A. on grounds of obscenity.


Title: POINT COUNTER POINT
Author: Aldous Huxley
Original Date of Publication: 1928

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

In 1930, the Irish State banned two of Huxley’s works, Point Counter Point and Eyeless in Gaza, on the grounds of “offending public morals.” In 1953, the Appeals Board unbanned Eyeless in Gaza. However, Point Counter Point remained banned until 1978.[endnoteRef:30] [30:  BeaconForFreedom.org, supra note ii.] 



Title: THE PRINCE (IL PRINCIPE)
Author: Niccolò Machiavelli
Original Date of Publication: 1532

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

Machiavelli dedicated The Prince to Lorenzo de’ Medici, who, when the book was written in 1513-14, had recently come to power over Florence (three generations of Medicis had ruled prior to the establishment of the Florentine Republic in 1494). The book provides advice for those in power, in the hopes that they would found a “strong state, capable of imposing its authority on a hopelessly divided Italy.” The book famously advocates political expediency over moral rule, often advocating deceit and cruelty, at least when advantageous to the state. Many have criticized Machiavelli as an evil man for advocating such immoral tactics, though some modern scholars have argued that Machiavelli was merely attentive to political reality, focusing on what would actually work rather than on political idealism.

Antonio Blado received permission from Pope Clement VII to publish The Prince in 1532. However, the book was subsequently put on the Index of Prohibited Books in 1559 by Paul IV in the “banned absolutely” category (meaning that Catholics were forbidden to read it) because of its endorsement of immoral political tactics. It was only in 1966 that the Index was altered to allow Catholics to read previously banned books that had been published prior to 1600. Yet, as Jonathon Green points out, these books “are to be considered as much condemned today as they ever were.”

After the 1572 massacre of some 50,000 French Huguenots by Catholic leaders, many protestants pointed to The Prince as the inspiration behind the bloodshed. Ironically, Catholics were forbidden to read it at the time (though Catherine de’ Medici, one of the Catholic leaders, was purportedly a reader of Machiavelli). By contrast, when Benito Mussolini rose to power in 1935, he encouraged the distribution of Il Principe to demonstrate the need for a strong, central Italian leadership. Further, in 1959, after Castro overthrew the Batista government, a newspaper reported that The Prince was on his revolutionary reading list.[endnoteRef:31] [31:  Karolides, supra note iii, at 382-87.] 



Title: SLAUGHTERHOUSE-FIVE
Author: Kurt Vonnegut
Original Date of Publication: 1969

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

Slaughterhouse-Five is one of the most frequently censored books in American literature and is one of the books subject to an important ruling by the United States Supreme Court in Island Trees School District v. Pico, the first case of school censorship to reach the Court. This anti-war book was criticized mainly by parents and conservative religious groups as anti-American and out of fear that your people may refuse to serve in future combats after reading Slaughterhouse-Five. The novel has also been challenged on the grounds that it contains swearing and sexually explicit content.[endnoteRef:32]  [32:  Wikipedia.com, Slaughterhouse-Five, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slaughterhouse-Five.] 


In Island Trees School District, nine book titles, including Slaughterhouse-Five, were removed from the library shelves. Junior and senior high school students, represented by the New York Civil Liberties Union, claimed that removal of the books was a violation of their First Amendment freedom of expression rights. Justice Brennan, speaking for the court, held that local school boards may not remove books from school library shelves simply because they dislike the ideas contained in those books and seek by their removal to prescribe what shall be orthodox in politics, nationalism, or religion.[endnoteRef:33] The case was remanded to determine if the books were removed for appropriate reasons. Before a decision could be reached, the school board voted 6-1 to return the books to the library shelves.[endnoteRef:34] [33:  Island Trees School Dist. v. Pico, 457 U.S. 853, 854 (1982).]  [34:  Karolides, supra note iii, at 419.] 


Other Books that Were Removed from Shelves by the Island Trees School District
The Naked Ape, by Desmond Morris
Down These Mean Streets, by Piri Thomas
Best Short Stories of Negro Writers, edited by Langston Hughes
Go Ask Alice, of anonymous authorship
Laughing Boy, by Oliver LaFarge
Black Boy, by Richard Wright
A Hero Ain’t Nothin’ but a Sandwich, by Alice Childress
Soul on Ice, by Eldridge Cleaver


Title: THE STATE AND REVOLUTION
Author: Vladimir Ilich Lenin
Original Date of Publication: 1918

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

In The State and Revolution, Lenin promoted violence in order to overthrow the government, Several different countries have frequently censored Lenin’s book. Some of the incidents follow:

· 1917-1918 – (U.S.A.) – The Espionage Act of 1917 and the Sedition Act of 1918 allowed the government to punish those who failed to show proper support for the United States. A Salesman is jailed for six months for calling Lenin a brainy man.
· 1927 – (Boston, U.S.A.) – Seized as obscene.
· 1927 – (Hungary) – Suppressed by the government.
· 1933 – (Germany) – Massive book burnings occur to rid the country of all communist and socialist influences. The State and Revolution is burned.
· 1951 – (U.S.A.) – The case Dennis v. United States comes before the Supreme Court. Eugene Dennis was convicted under the Smith Act (Alien Registration Act) for the possession of four books, including The State and Revolution. The Court upheld the conviction concluding that the possession of the book advocates violence and is not just an expression of ideas.[endnoteRef:35] [35:  Dennis v. United States, 341 U.S. 494 (1951).] 

· 1954 – (U.S.A.) – The post office tried to prohibit the shipment of what was considered “subversive material” to Brown University.
· 1989 – (Granada) – To show how “grateful” the nation was to Ronald Reagan for preserving democracy, copies of The State and Revolution were confiscated and the book was officially banned.[endnoteRef:36] [36:  Karolides, supra note iii, at 430.] 

· 1992 – (South Africa) – Banned until 1994.[endnoteRef:37] [37:  BeaconForFreedom.org, supra note ii.] 



Title: THE SOCIAL CONTRACT
Author: Jean-Jacques Rousseau
Original Date of Publication: 1762

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

Rousseau’s classic and influential work on government and political theory has frequently been the target of censors because at the time it was published, Rousseau’s work was considered too radical. Just after its publication, Rousseau was forced to leave France and entered into Exile in Geneva. The book was also placed on the Index Librorum Prohibitorum, books which Catholics were forbidden to read. While Rousseau was living in Geneva, J.B. Tronchin, procurer general of the Geneva Republic, ordered the burning of The Social Contract. The book was also banned in the Soviet Union in 1935, along with other philosophical works. 


Title: THE UGLY AMERICAN
Author: William J. Lederer and Eugene Burdick
Original Date of Publication: 1958

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

The Ugly American is a novel that explores what goes on behind the closed doors of American diplomacy. Set in a fictional Asian country, the novel exposes the opportunism and hypocrisy of the top-level U.S. diplomats. The book begins with a note from the authors stating, “The names, the places, the events, are our inventions; our aim is not to embarrass individuals, but to stimulate thought—and, we hope, action.”

In 1953, Senator Joe McCarthy investigated the novel and the Overseas Library Program, which was organized by the International Information Agency of the United States. The libraries were established to provide and “objective” view of U.S. beliefs to people in other countries. The Ugly American was banned in the Overseas Libraries for five years because McCarthy asserted that U.S. interests would not be protected if this book was made available to overseas readers.[endnoteRef:38] [38:  Karolides, supra note iii, at 474-75.] 



Title: THE SATANIC VERSES
Author: Salman Rushdie
Original Date of Publication: 1988

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

Controversy immediately ensued when The Satanic Verses was published in 1988. Many Muslims considered the book to contain several derogatory references to the Prophet Muhammad and the Qur’an. India immediately banned the book from entering the country in order to avoid “communal tension.”[endnoteRef:39] [39:  Salman Rushdie, The Satanic Verses, available at The File Room, http://www.thefileroom.org (Information for this page was gathered from many sources, including The FileRoom Archive, the Academic American Encyclopedia, the American Library Association (via John Edwards), Paul S. Boyer’s Purity in Print: The Vice Society Movement and Book Censorship in America, Deborah Lipstadt’s Denying the Holocaust: The Growing Assault on Truth and Memory, Joel Thibault, Tonia Eastman).] 


Soon after its publication, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, the leader of Iran and the Shi’a Muslim scholar, issued a fatwa calling for the death of Rushdie, declaring on a radio broadcast, “I inform the proud Muslim people of the world that the author of The Satanic Verses book, which is against Islam, the Prophet and the Qur’an, and all those who are aware of its content are sentenced to death.” Subsequently, the novel’s Japanese translator was stabbed to death while both the Italian and Norwegian translators survived attempted assassinations.[endnoteRef:40] Furthermore, thirty-seven people died in Sivas, Turkey when a hotel was burnt down in protest against the Turkish translator. [40:  Jagdish Bhatia, India Bans a Novel of the Sacred and Profane, Far E. Econ. Rev., Oct. 27, 1988, at 50.] 


In 1989, Rushdie entered the protection of the British government and issued an apology statement for the offense that his book had caused.

The Satanic Verses was also banned in South Africa, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Somalia, Bangladesh, Sudan, Malaysia, Indonesia and Qatar. Several nations with large Muslim populations, including Sri Lanka, Kenya, Tanzania and Liberia issued penalties for possessing the book.[endnoteRef:41] [41:  Wikipedia.com, The Satanic Verses, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Satanic_Verses (citing Nicholas J. Karolides, Margaret Bald & Dawn B. Sova, 100 Banned Books: Censorship Histories of World Literature (Checkmark Books 1999).] 


However, the book was very successful in the U.K. and went on to become a Booker Prize finalist in 1988.



A book is a version of the world. If you do not like it, ignore it; or offer your own version in return.

-Salman Rushdie-


Title: THINGS FALL APART
Author: Chinua Achebe
Original Date of Publication: 1958

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

Things Fall Apart depicts the harmful effects of colonialism on Nigerian culture. Achebe, who worked in broadcasting, openly expressed criticisms of the Nigerian government. In 1988, Achebe suggested that the veteran politician Obafeni Awolowo, the first indigenous Premier of the Western Region in Nigeria’s parliament, had not been a good leader and did not deserve a state funeral. As a result, all of Achebe’s works were banned in western Nigeria.[endnoteRef:42] [42:  Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart, available at The File Room, http://www.thefileroom.org.] 



Title: TROPIC OF CANCER
Author: Henry Miller
Original Date of Publication: 1934

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

Henry Miller’s Tropic of Cancer and all of Henry Miller’s works were banned int eh United States for almost thirty years for obscenity.

The U.S. obscenity laws began to change with a ruling by the Supreme Court in Roth v. United States. The Court ruled that obscenity is not protected by the U.S. constitution, but that the test to determine whether material is obscene is whether to the average person, applying contemporary community standards, the dominant theme of the material taken as a whole appeals to prurient interest. The work also must be “utterly without redeeming social value.”[endnoteRef:43] [43:  Roth v. United States, 354 U.S. 476 (1957).] 


In 1964, a case specifically involving the censorship of Tropic of Cancer reached the U.S. Supreme Court and the case was granted certiorari along with a case involving Ohio’s censorship of a French film called Les Amants. The attorneys for both cases argued that both these works had redeeming social value. In concurrence with the attorneys’ arguments the Supreme Court handed down a decision concluding that neither of the works was obscene. Justice Brennan reiterated the earlier ruling in Roth and added that “the portrayal of sex, for example, in art, literature, and scientific works, is not itself sufficient reason to deny the constitutional protection of freedom of speech and press.[endnoteRef:44] [44:  See Grove Press, Inc. v. Gerstein, 378 U.S. 577 (1964).] 



Title: ULYSSES
Author: James Joyce
Original Date of Publication: 1922

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

Considered to be one of the most important novels of the 20th Century, Ulysses faced many censorship battles in the United Kingdom and the United States before the novel could be freely published. The novel was criticized on the grounds of obscenity.

The Little Review first published a chapter in 1918. The two publishers, Margeret Anderson and Jane Heap, were convicted for obscenity in New York state court. The New York Times even approved of the conviction, stating that Joyce’s realistic use of the language did not make it “more tolerable in print.” From 1918-1930, U.S. postal authorities seized the work and even burned 500 copies.

After authorities seized a bootleg version of the book mailed to Random House Publishers, the publishing company went to court to get the novel declared non-obscene. Subsequently, federal judge John Woolsey lifted the ban on Ulysses in 1933.[endnoteRef:45] [45:  United States v. One Book Called Ulysses, 5 F. Supp. 182 (S.D.N.Y. 1933).] 


Three years later the novel was finally legalized in the United Kingdom.


Title: UNCLE TOM’S CABIN
Author: Harriet Beecher Stowe
Original Date of Publication: 1852

CENSORSHIP HISTORY

Stowe wrote Uncle Tom’s Cabin hoping to inspire people to rise up against the slavery system in the United States.

Although the novel incited debate throughout the U.S., the tsarist regime of Nicholas I also censored the novel. According to the Russian Statute of Censorship of 1928:

Works of literature, science and art are to be banned by the censorship: (a) if they contain anything that tends to undermine the teachings of the Orthodox Greco-Russian church . . . (b) if they contain anything infringing upon the inviolability of the supreme autocratic power . . . .

The autocracy that Stowe criticizes within the U.S. also existed in Russia. As nobles prospered, the lower classes worked hard and earned little. Nicholas I considered Uncle Tom’s Cabin to be a threat to his power. Furthermore, while Uncle Tom’s Cabin is pro-Christian, the book criticizes the hypocrisy of the clergy and church that allowed an unjust system to continue. This criticism was also the reason behind the book appearing on the Index of Prohibited Books, a list of books banned by the Catholic Church.

In recent years, the book was removed from approved reading lists in U.S. schools because many people declared it to be racist and to promote stereotypical views of Anglo and African-Americans in society.[endnoteRef:46] [46:  Karolides, supra note iii, at 479-81.] 


