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Course Objectives:
· To understand the theoretical underpinnings of the rights of the child;

· To be able to critically analyse the legal arguments around child rights;

· To evaluate the challenges and opportunities in using the Convention on the Rights of the Child (and other sources of international law) as effective ways of promoting and protecting children’s rights; 

· To learn about strategic attempts to promote and protect children’s rights internationally.  
Mode of Study:

· Seminars: 3 hours of lecture presentation and class discussion;

· Analysis of the various international legal documents on child rights;

· Examination of literature in the area;

· Seminars are of a participatory nature to encourage free exchange of critical views and perspectives;

· It is mandatory that students read and prepare the ‘essential’ material outlined in advance of each class. ‘Additional’ material is not obligatory, but gives a broader view of the relevant issues.
Core Text:


· Van Bueren, International Law on the Rights of the Child, The Hague/Boston/London: Martinus Nijhoff, 1998.

Useful Websites:

· The UN High Commission for Human Rights:  www.unhchr.ch including access to the Committee on the Rights of the Child database.

· Guide to Electronic Sources of International Law: www.ail.org
· Children’s Rights Information Network: www.crin.org
· The European Court of Human Rights:  www.echr.coe.int
Course Outline:

	Date
	Class
	Topic

	TBD 
	 1
	Introduction and Background: Child Rights Convention (CRC) in the context of international human rights law;

History, Theory, Guiding Principles

	TBD
	2
	Reservations, Enforcement, Monitoring

	TBD
	3
	Protection Rights I- 

Focus Issue: Armed Conflict 

	TBD
	4
	Protection Rights II-

Focus Issue: Exploitation

	TBD
	5
	Provision Rights-  

Focus Issue: The Right to Education

	TBD
	6
	Participation Rights


Week 1: 

- Historical Background to the CRC

- Theoretical Analysis of Children’s Rights
- Guiding Principles of the CRC

Essential Reading

· Freeman, Michael, ‘Taking Children’s Rights More seriously’ in Alston, Parker & Seymour, eds., Children, Rights and the Law (OUP, 1992) 52- 71.

· Lee, Yanghee, Introduction Celebrating important milestones for children and their rights 18 IJCR (2010) pp. 479-482
· Zermatten, Jean, The Best Interests of the Child Principle: Literal Analysis and Function  18 IJCR (2010) pp. 483-499


Additional Reading

· Sund, ‘The Rights of Children as Legally Protected Interests’ 14 International Journal of Children’s Rights (2006) 327-337;
· Quennerstedt, Ann, Children, But Not Really Humans? Critical Reflections on the Hampering Effect of the "3 p's" 18 IJCR (2010) pp. 619-635.

· Van Bueren, The International Law on the Rights of the Child, Martinus Nijhoff, 1998, Chapter 1 “ A History of the International Law on the Rights of the Child”.

 
Legal Text:

Declaration of the Rights of the Child (1959);

Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989);

Optional Protocols I and II

Websites: 

www.unicef.org/crc 

www.unhchr.ch/html/menu2/6/protocolchild.htm
www.unhchr.ch/html/menu2/dopchild.htm
Week 2:

Reservations, Enforcement, Monitoring

Essential Reading

· UNICEF, ‘Law Reform and Implementation of the CRC’ (UNICEF, 2007) pp1-25.

· Lee, Yanghee, Communications procedure under the Convention on the Rights of the Child: 3rd Optional Protocol 18 IJCR (2010) pp. 567-583.
· Schabas, “Reservation to the Convention on the Rights of the Child,’ 18 Human Rights Quarterly 472 (1996) (available on HeinOnline);


Additional Reading

· Heesterman, An Assessment of the Impact of Youth Submissions to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, The International Journal of Children’s Rights, 13: 351-378, 2005.
· Van Bueren, The International Law on the Rights of the Child, (Martinus Nijhoff, 1998), Chapter 14 “The Implementation of the International Rights of the Child”;

· Alen and Pas, “The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child’s Self-executing Character,” in Eugeen Verhellen, ed., Monitoring Children’s Rights, The Hague: Kluwer Law International, 1996, 165-186.

UN Docs:

Overview of Reporting Procedures, at http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/(Symbol)/CRC.C.33.En?Opendocument
Legal Text:

Declarations and Reservations to CRC

Declarations and Reservations to Optional Protocols

3rd Optional Protocol to the CRC
Week 3: 

Protection Rights I

Focus Issue: Armed Conflict

Essential Reading:

· Breen, ‘The Role of NGOs in the Formulation of and Compliance with the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict’, Human Rights Quarterly 25 (March, 2003). (available on HeinOnline);
· Coomaraswamy, Radhika, The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict - Towards Universal Ratification 18 IJCR (2010) pp. 535-549(15).

· TW Bennett, Using Children in Armed Conflict: A Legitimate African Tradition? Published in Monograph No 32: Using Children in Armed Conflict: A Legitimate African Tradition?, December 1998 (available through google search)
Additional Reading:

· Van Bueren, The International Law on the Rights of the Child, Martinus Nijhoff, 1998, Chapter 12, The Rights of Children in Armed Conflicts.
· Ruth Kahurananga, Children Affected by Armed Conflict: Rights v Compliance, World Vision International (available through google search);
· Corriero, M. A., The Involvement and Protection of Children in Truth and Justice-Seeking Processes: The Special Court for Sierra Leone, 18, New York Law School Journal of Human Rights 337, Summer 2002. (available on Lexis Nexis).

Legal Text:

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Optional Protocol to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict (2000)
The Geneva Conventions

Dakar Declaration, 1998

Week 4: Protection Rights II

Focus Issue: Exploitation

Essential Reading:

· Van Bueren, The International Law on the Rights of the Child, Martinus Nijhoff, 1998, Chapter 10, The Right of the Child to be Protected Against Exploitation; 

· Celek, The International Response to Child Labor in the Developing World: Why Are We Ineffective?, Georgetown Journal on Poverty Law & Policy, (2004) Vol 11 (87), 88-123. (available on Lexis Nexis).
· Noguchi, Yoshie 20 years of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and International Action against Child Labour 18 IJCR (2010) pp. 515-534(20) 
· Smith, A., Child Labor: The Pakistani Effort to End a Scourge upon Humanity - Is it Enough? (2005) 6 San Diego International Law Journal 461. (available on Lexis Nexis).
Additional Reading:

· Save the Children, Children’s Rights: Reality or Rhetoric? London: The International Save the Children’s Alliance, 2000, Chapter 5, Child Labour.
· Jullien, K., The Recent International Efforts to End Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children, Fall 2003, 31 Denver Journal of International Law and Policy 579. (available on Lexis Nexis).

Legal Text:

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Optional Protocol to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of
Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography (2000)

Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others, 1949

ILO Convention No. 146 Concerning Age of Admission to Employment

Stockholm Declaration & Agenda for Action Against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children 1996;

Kundapur Declaration, 1996

Websites:

www.us.ilo.org/ilokidsnews/
www.hrw.org/hrw/about/projects/crd/child-links.htm
www.crin.org
Week 5: Provision Rights

Focus Issue: The Right to Education

Essential Reading:

· Van Bueren, The International Law on the Rights of the Child, Martinus Nijhoff, 1998, Chapter 11 “The Right of the Child to Survival and Development”;

· Right to Education.org- The European Court of Human Rights, 2001
http://www.right-to-education.org/node/111.

· Basser, L.A., Justice for All? The Challenge of Realizing the Right to Education for Children with Disabilities, Winter 2005, 8, The Journal of Gender, Race & Justice, 531. (available on Lexis Nexis).
Additional Reading:

· Van Bueren, The International Law on the Rights of the Child, Martinus Nijhoff, 1998, Chapter 9 “The Right of the Child to Education”;
· The Right to Education Project, Right to Education Indicator: Based on the 4 A Framework (2009). 
· Tomasevski, Katarina, Manual on Rights-Based Education: Global Human Rights Requirements Made Simple, UNESCO Bangkok: Asia and Pacific Regional Bureau for Education, 2004 (available at www.righttoeducation.org).
Legal Texts:

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Principle 4 and Article 5, UN Gen. Decl. Rights of the Child 1959

Article 26, UDHR

Articles 13, 14, UNESCR

World Declaration on the Survival, Protection and Development of Children, 1990 (+ Plan of Action)

UNESCO Recommendation Concerning Education for International Understanding, Human Rights & Fundamental Freedoms 1974

Week 6 Participation Rights

Essential Reading:

· Freeman, Michael, ‘Rethinking Gillick’ 13 International Journal of Children’s Rights 201 (2006).- Lexis Nexis.
· Wilkins, Richard G., et al, United States and its Participation in the Convention on the Rights of the Child: Why the United States Should not Ratify the Convention on the Rights of the Child, 22 Saint Louis University Public Law Review 411, (2003). (available on Lexis Nexis).
· Daly, Aoife, "The right of children to be heard in civil proceedings and the emerging law of the European Court of Human Rights" (2011) 15(3) The International Journal of Human Rights 441. (available on Lexis Nexis).
Additional Reading

·  Quebec Bar Committee, ‘The Legal Representation of Children, A consultation paper prepared by The Quebec Bar Committee’, 13 Can. J. Fam. L. 49, 1996 (available on Lexis Nexis);
· Woodhouse, Barbara, Translating Insights into Policy: Enhancing Children’s Participation in Policy Formation, 45 Ariz. L. Rev. 751, Fall 2003 (available on Lexis Nexis).
· Daly, Aoife, The Hague Convention Article 13: The Right of Children to have their Views Respected, or Simply Heard? Irish Journal of Family Law, (2010).
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