Course Name - course code


School of Law

Academic year 2009-2010
LLM in International Human Rights Law
The Law of the European Convention on Human Rights

Course Outline

	Objective
	This course will critically engage the underpinnings of the Convention and the Strasbourg case law. The course will explore the influence of the Convention as well as the extent to which politics informs the law and law, the politics. Whilst some Convention rights will be dealt with on an article-to-article basis, the methodological leanings of this course will be an examination of rights on an issue-by-issue basis. 

	Lecturers
	Name
	Office
	Ext
	E-mail

	
	Dr. K.A. Cavanaugh
	Room 202
	3799
	kathleen.cavanaugh@nuigalway.ie

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Times
	Semester  
	Day
	Time
	Venue

	
	Seminars
	Wednesday
	2-5
	Seminar Room ICHR

	Overall Learning Outcomes
	Upon completion of this course you will be able to:

· be familiar with the articles and case law of the European Convention on Human Rights, and the additional Protocols;

· understand the practice and procedure of the European Court on Human Rights; 

· understand the Convention approach to the protection of human rights, including the positive obligations under the Convention; and

· have examined existing literature on the development of Strasbourg case law, and its influence on the legal development of contracting states.

	Format
	The module will be taught by weekly seminars, conducted over three hours. Students will be given an outline of each seminar, and a bibliography to correspond with the various issues to be analysed during a given seminar. They will be encouraged to express their understanding/ views on these issues. 

	Programme(s)
	LL.M. in International Human Rights Law, full-time and part-time

	Course Material
	Detailed syllabus to be handed during first session of class.

	Core Text
	The main text for this course will be DJ Harris, M O'Boyle and C Warbrick's, Law of the European Convention on Human Rights, OUP, 2009

	Supplementary Texts
	Alastair Mowbray, Cases and Materials on the European Convention on Human Rights and readings as assigned


	Assessment
	Students are expected to be current with reading assignments and, when assigned, to complete the case readings before each class.  Students will, for assessment, be asked to submit a written essay as well as present 2 in class cases.   There will be a 70% weighting on the written work and a 30% on the in class presentation.



Course content 

Convention rights: development, structure and summary; Engagement of Articles; to Derogate or not to derogate?-States of emergency (emergency-normalcy paradigm).  Doctrine of a Margin of Appreciation; Right to Fair Trial/Right of Silence. 

Other Information: 
· This course outline will be available in the information packet distributed at the start of term and in class.
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