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	Objective
	The course introduces post-graduate students to the subject of international criminal law. During the course, students will explore the history and development of international criminal law, the established crimes under international law, the mechanisms of international criminal justice and general principles of international criminal law.

	Lecturer(s)
	Name
	Office
	Ext
	E-mail

	
	Dr. Shane Darcy
	Room 206

Office Hours:

Mon. 2 - 3.30pm 
	3947
	shane.darcy@nuigalway.ie 

	Lecture Times
	
	Day
	Time
	Venue

	
	
	Fridays
	10am-1pm
	Seminar room, Irish Centre for Human Rights

	Overall Learning Outcomes
	On successful completion of this course, you will:

· have knowledge and understanding of the rules, principles and machinery of international criminal justice

· be familiar with the sources of international criminal law in treaty and customary law

· have a general understanding of the applicable concepts of criminal law and the principles established in the major cases of the international tribunals
· be able to carry out effective research in the field of international criminal law and be familiar with the major literature and policy documents and emerging legal instruments



	Format
	The course will be taught by weekly seminars, each three hours, over twelve weeks. Students are expected to have read all prescribed readings in advance of each seminar, thus requiring independent study of 8-10 hours each week, and will be expected to engage actively in discussion and to participate in various hands on exercises and activities. 

	Programme(s)
	LL.M in International Criminal Law, full-time and part-time. 

	Course Material
	Syllabus will be available on the website of the Irish Centre for Human Rights (www.nuigalway.ie/human_rights) and can be downloaded from Blackboard at http://blackboard.nuigalway.ie. 

	Texts
	Required:

· Cases and Materials on International Criminal Law, Galway: Irish Centre for Human Rights, 2010, available on Blackboard or in hardcopy from room 102 (€25).
Additional:

· William A. Schabas, Introduction to the International Criminal Court, 4th edn., Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2011.
· Antonio Cassese, International Criminal Law, 2nd edn., Oxford University Press, 2008.
· Alexander Zahar and Göran Sluiter, International Criminal Law, Oxford/New York: Oxford University Press, 2008.
· William A. Schabas and Nadia Bernaz, Routledge Handbook of International Criminal Law, Routledge, 2011.
· William A. Schabas, The UN International Criminal Tribunals; for the former Yugoslavia, Rwanda and Sierra Leone, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006.

	Resources
	Blackboard 

Syllabus and materials will be posted at http://blackboard.nuigalway.ie.
Journals

International Journal of Criminal Justice, Criminal Law Forum, International Criminal Law Review, Yearbook of International Humanitarian Law etc.

Websites

Website of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia: www.icty.org 
Website of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda: www.ictr.org 
Website of the International Criminal Court: www.icc-cpi.int 
Website of the Special Court for Sierra Leone: www.sc-sl.org 
Website of the Special Tribunal for Lebanon: www.stl-tsl.org 
Website of the Extraordinary Chambers in the courts of Cambodia: www.eccc.gov.kh 

Oxford Reports on International Criminal Law: www.oxfordlawreports.com 

Oxford Scholarship Online: www.oxfordscholarship.com 

	Assessment
	Evaluation is undertaken through the submission of an essay (10,000 words including footnotes) which should demonstrate significant research, familiarity with the literature, independent thought and critical analysis. Essays are to be submitted in hardcopy and electronically via Blackboard. Class participation is taken into account for up to 10% of the mark and may be added to the essay mark to achieve the final conditional mark.

	Workload hours
	Credit weighting:

 15 ECTS
Lecture hours:

 36
Associated hours:                                     24
Independent study:                                   290
Total Student Effort:

350 hours 


	Topics

	Week 1: Introduction (Sept 16th)
Required Reading:

· Antonio Cassese, International Criminal Law, 2nd edn., Chapter 1.
· William A. Schabas, The UN International Criminal Tribunals, Chapter 3.
· Principles of International Law Recognised in the Nuremberg Judgment, Cases and Materials, p. 53.

· Fundamental Standards of Humanity, Cases and Materials, pp. 526-532.


*

	** Film Screening ***

‘Judgment at Nuremberg’, Wednesday, Sept 21st, 7pm. ICHR Seminar room


	Week 2: History of International Prosecution (***Note: change of class to Thursday Sept 22nd, 10am – 1pm***)
Required Reading:

· ‘Historical documents’, Cases and Materials, pp. 1-48.

· Nuremberg judgment, France et al. v. Goering et al., Cases and Materials, pp. 85-106.

· William A. Schabas and Nadia Bernaz, Routledge Handbook of International Criminal Law, Chapter 1 ‘Trial at Nuremberg’ (Guénaël Mettraux) and Chapter 2 ‘The Tokyo Trial’ (Neil Boister).
· United States v. Ohlendorf, Cases and Materials, pp. 160-179.
· A.G. Israel v. Eichmann, Cases and Materials, pp. 180-207.

	Week 3: International, ‘internationalised’ and national tribunals and the enforcement of international criminal law (Sept 30th)
Required Reading:

· William A. Schabas, Introduction to the International Criminal Court, Chapters 1 and 2.

· William A. Schabas, The UN International Criminal Tribunals, Chapter 2.

· Statute of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, Cases and Materials, pp. 54-60.
· Statute of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, Cases and Materials, pp. 61.
· Statute of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, Cases and Materials, pp. 62-66.
· Statute of the Special Tribunal for Lebanon, Cases and Materials, pp. 67-72.

· Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, Cases and Materials, pp. 73-84.
· Prosecutor v. Tadic, Interlocutory appeal on jurisdiction, Cases and Materials, pp. 208-225.

	Week 4: War Crimes (Oct 7th)
Required Reading: 

· Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, Article 8.

· Statute of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, Articles 2-3.
· Statute of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, Article 4.
· Statute of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, Articles 3-4.

· Shane Darcy and Joseph Powderly (eds.), Judicial Creativity at the International Criminal Tribunals, Oxford, 2010, Chapter 5 ‘The Reinvention of War Crimes by the International Criminal Tribunals’ (Shane Darcy). 

· William A. Schabas, The UN International Criminal Tribunals, Chapter 8, pp. 226-249.

· Kononov v. Latvia, Cases and Materials, pp. 432-472.

· Van Anraat v. Netherlands, Cases and Materials, pp. 473-484. 

	Week 5: Crimes Against Humanity (Oct 14th)
Required Reading:

· William A. Schabas, The UN International Criminal Tribunals, Chapter 7.

· Mugesera v. Canada, Cases and Materials, pp. 374-382.
· Prosecutor v. Kunarac, Cases and Materials, pp. 349-354.
· Prosecutor v. Kordić & Čerkez, Cases and Materials, pp. 230-233.
· Report on the Special Tribunal for Lebanon, pp. 519-520.
· Drafting of the Crimes against Humanity Provision of the Code of Crimes against the Peace and Security of Mankind, Cases and Materials, pp. 485-505.

· Comparison of definitions of crimes against humanity, Cases and Materials, pp. 521-525.

	Week 6: Genocide (Oct 21st)
Required Reading:

· William A. Schabas, The UN International Criminal Tribunals, Chapter 6.

· Alexander Zahar & Göran Sluiter, International Criminal Law, Chapter 5.
· Genocide Convention, Cases and Materials, pp. 49-50.

· Elements of Crimes, Cases and Materials, pp. 51-52.

· Bashir arrest warrant decision, Cases and Materials, pp. 355-373.

· Bosnia v. Serbia, Cases and Materials, pp. 245-291.
· Report of the Commission of Inquiry on Darfur, Cases and Materials, pp. 506-512.

	Week 7: Aggression (Oct 28th)
Required Reading:

· William A. Schabas and Nadia Bernaz, Routledge Handbook of International Criminal Law, Chapter 10 ‘Aggression’ (Nicolas Strapatsas).

· Christine Gray, ‘The Use of Force and the International Legal Order’, in Malcolm Evans, International Law, 2nd edn., Oxford, 2006, Chapter 20.

· Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, Articles 5, 8bis, 15bis, 15ter, 25.

· Review Conference Resolution on the Crime of Aggression, Cases and Materials, pp. 536-538.
· Case Concerning Armed Activities on the Territory of the Congo (Democratic Republic of the Congo v. Uganda), Cases and Materials, pp. 234-244.

	Week 8: Jurisdiction and Admissibility (Nov 4th)
Required Readings:

· William A. Schabas, Introduction to the International Criminal Court, Chapters 3 (pp. 62-87), 4 and 5.
· Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, Articles 11-20

· Statement of the Office of the Prosecutor on Iraq, Cases and Materials, pp. 513-517.

· Declaration Recognising the Jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court, Cases and Materials, p. 518.

	Week 9: Modes of Criminal Liability (Nov 11th)
Required Readings:

· Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, Articles 25 & 28.

· Antonio Cassese, International Criminal Law, 2nd edn., Chapters 9-11.
· Statute of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, Article 7.
· United States v. Yamashita, Cases and Materials, pp. 107-136.

· Prosecutor v. Tadic, Appeals Chamber judgment, 15 July 1999, paras 178-237.
· Prosecutor v. Lubanga, Decision on the Confirmation of Charges, (ICC-01/04-01/06), Pre-Trial Chamber I, 29 January 2007, paras 317-367.

	Week 10: Defences and Immunities (Nov 18th )

Required Reading:

·  Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, Articles 31-33.

·  Antonio Cassese, International Criminal Law, 2nd edn., Chapters 12-14.
·  Case Concerning Arrest Warrant (Yerodia case), Cases and Materials, pp. 226-229.

·  Prosecutor v. Erdemovic, Cases and Materials, pp. 292-348.

	Week 11: Amnesties (Nov 25th)
Required Reading:

· Mark Freeman, Necessary Evils; Amnesties and the Search for Justice, Cambridge University Press, 2010, Chapters 4 and 5.
· Prosecutor v. Kallon and Kamara, Case Nos. SCSL-2004-15-AR72(E) and SCSL-2004-16-AR72(E), Appeals Chamber, Decision on Challenge to Jurisdiction: Lomé Accord Amnesty, 13 March 2004: available on Blackboard and www.sc-sl.org
· Report of the Sierra Leone Truth and Reconciliation Commission, Cases and Materials, pp. 534-535.

	Week 12: Reading Week (Dec 4th)
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