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Course Outline: Introduction to International Criminal Law
	Objective
	The module delivers a general introduction to the subject for students enrolled in the LLM programme in international criminal law.

	Lecturer
	Name
	Office
	Ext
	E-mail

	
	Prof. William Schabas
	208
	
	william.schabas@nuigalway.ie

	

	

	Times
	Semester  
	Day
	Time
	Venue

	
	Seminars
	Monday
	1700-2000
	Seminar room, Irish Centre for Human Rights

	Overall Learning Outcomes
	By the end of the course, the student should be able to carry out effective research in the field of international criminal law.  She/he should be familiar with the sources of international criminal law in treaty and customary law, should have a general familiarity with the applicable concepts of criminal law per se, and should be familiar with the principles established in the major cases

	Format
	Seminars focussed on the study of relevant instruments and judicial decisions. It is expected that students will spend 10-12 hours per week of reading in preparation for each seminar.



	Programme(s)
	LL.M. in international criminal law, full-time and part-time

	Course Material
	A course web is available at http://blackboard.nuigalway.ie
Additional resources available at media services

	Core Text
	· William A. Schabas, Introduction to the International Criminal Court, 3rd ed., Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007

· William A. Schabas, The United Nations International Criminal Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia, Rwanda and Sierra Leone, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006

· William A. Schabas, Cases and Materials on International Criminal Law, Galway: Irish Centre for Human Rights, 2009


	Supplementary Texts
	Students are urged to begin acquiring their own library of specialized materials.  Reference will be made to the more useful volumes in the course of the seminar.

For students totally unfamiliar with concepts of general criminal law, it would be helpful to consult a textbook on the subject.  They should introduce themselves to criminal law concepts and principles concerning jurisdiction, defences, procedure and so on.  There are several such volumes in the library, and virtually all legal publishers issue one.



	Assessment
	Students are required to submit an essay of approximately 9,000 words, of publishable quality, suitable for submission to an academic journal, on one of the following subjects:

· Prosecutorial policy at the international criminal tribunals
· Incorporating the crime of aggression in the Rome Statute

· The obligation upon States to prosecute international crimes
Students who wish to work on another subject should submit a proposal and obtain written permission.

The essay is to include a comprehensive bibliography listing, as separate rubrics, international and national legal instruments, case law and academic literature.  Importance is attached to accurate and consistent bibliographic references, following a recognised academic style. The essay should have a table of contents and a table of abbreviations, if these are used (the use of abbreviations and acronyms is strongly discouraged).  Internet references should not be used, unless the document is unavailable elsewhere, and there is no other appropriate reference.

The essay is due on 16 December 2008 at 1700 h. Although a hard copy is to be submitted to the Secretariat, students must also submit an electronic version of the essay by e-mail.

Students are invited to submit a preliminary outline of the essay, together with a draft bibliography, to Professor Schabas for his comments prior to submitting the essay as such.


Course content

Introductory presentation: the nature of international crimes and international justice

14 September (17h)
Recommended readings:

William A. Schabas, The UN International Criminal Tribunals, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006, chap. 3

Principles of International Law Recognised in the Nuremberg Judgment, Cases and Materials, p. 53.

Prosecutor v. Tadic, Cases and Materials, pp. 206-223.

Yerodia case, Cases and Materials, pp. 224-227.

France et al. v. Goering et al., Cases and Materials, pp. 83-104.

United States v. Alstötter, Cases and Materials, pp. 135-157.

A.G. Israel v. Eichmann, Cases and Materials, pp. 178-205.

Fundamental Standards of Humanity, Cases and Materials, pp. 506-513.

History of international prosecution

28 September (17h)
Recommended readings:

William A. Schabas, The UN International Criminal Tribunals, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006, chap. 1

William A. Schabas, Introduction to the International Criminal Court, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007, chaps. 1,2

‘Historical documents’, Cases and Materials, pp. 1-48.

United States v. Ohlendorf, Cases and Materials, pp. 158-177.

International, ‘internationalised’ and national tribunals and the enforcement of international criminal law

5 October (17h)
Recommended readings:

William A. Schabas, The UN International Criminal Tribunals, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006, chap. 2

Statute of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, Case and Materials, pp. 54-60.
Statute of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Rwanda, Case and Materials, pp. 61.
Statute of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, Case and Materials, pp. 62-66.
Statute of the Special Tribunal for Lebanon, Cases and Materials, pp. 67-72.

Summary features of international criminal tribunals, Cases and Materials, pp. 498-500.

Jurisdiction and admissibility
12 October (17h)
Recommended readings:

William A. Schabas, Introduction to the International Criminal Court, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007, chaps. 3-5

William A. Schabas, The UN International Criminal Tribunals, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006, chaps. 4,5

Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, arts. 11-20

Statement of the Office of the Prosecutor on Iraq, Cases and Materials, pp. 474-478.

Declaration Recognising the Jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court, p. 479.

War Crimes

19 October (17h)
Recommended readings:

Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, art. 8

Statute of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, arts. 2-3
Statute of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, art. 4
Statute of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, arts. 3-4

William A. Schabas, The UN International Criminal Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia, Rwanda and Sierra Leone, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006, chap. 8.
Kononov v. Latvia, Cases and Materials, pp. 430-445.
Genocide and Crimes against Humanity 

2 November (17h)
Recommended readings:

William A. Schabas, The UN International Criminal Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia, Rwanda and Sierra Leone, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006, chaps. 6,7.

Genocide Convention, Cases and Materials, pp. 49-50.

Elements of Crimes, Cases and Materials, pp. 51-52.

Bashir arrest warrant decision, Cases and Materials, pp. 353-371.

Mugesera v. Canada, Cases and Materials, pp. 372-380.
Prosecutor v. Kunarac, Cases and Materials, pp. 347-352.
Bosnia v. Serbia, Cases and Materials, pp. 243-289.
Report of the Commission of Inquiry on Darfur, Cases and Materials, pp. 467-473.
Prosecutor v. Kordić & Čerkez, Cases and Materials, pp. 228-231.
Report on the Special Tribunal for Lebanon, pp. 497-498.
Drafting of the Crimes against Humanity Provision of the Code of Crimes against the Peace and Security of Mankind, Cases and Materials, pp. 446-466.

World Summit Outcome, Cases and Materials, pp. 514.

Aggression

9 November (17h)
Recommended readings:

Charter of the Nuremberg Tribunal, art. VI

Special Working Group on the Crime of Aggression, 2009 Report, Cases and Materials, pp. 480-491.
Charter of the United Nations, Cases and Materials, p. 495.
Definition of Aggression, Cases and Materials, p. 492-494.
Case Concerning Armed Activities on the Territory of the Congo (Democratic Republic of the Congo v. Uganda), Cases and Materials, pp. 222-232.
Procedure, Sentencing
16 November (17h)
Recommended readings:

William A. Schabas, The United Nations International Criminal Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia, Rwanda and Sierra Leone, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006, chaps. 10, 11

William A. Schabas, Introduction to the International Criminal Court, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004, chaps, 7-10.

William A. Schabas, Introduction to the International Criminal Court, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001, ch. 14

Brima, Kamara and Kanu, Sentencing judgment, Cases and Materials, pp. 406-418.
Fofana and Kondewa, Cases and Materials, pp. 424-429.

General Principles of Criminal Law
23 November (17h)
Recommended readings:

William A. Schabas, Introduction to the International Criminal Court, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007, chap. 6

William A. Schabas, The United Nations International Criminal Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia, Rwanda and Sierra Leone, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006, chap. 9

Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, arts. 21-33.
Prosecutor v. Erdemovic, Cases and Materials, pp. 290-346.
Brima, Karama and Kanu, Judgment, Cases and Materials, pp. 393-405.
Brima, Karama and Kanu, Appeal Judgment, Cases and Materials, pp. 419-423.
United States v. Yamashita, Cases and Materials, pp. 105-139

Transitional justice

30 November (17h)
Recommended readings:

Report of the Sierra Leone Truth and Reconciliation Commission, 2 October 2004, Cases and Materials, pp. 515-520.
Prosecutor v. Norman, Cases and Materials, pp. 381-392.
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