LW 537 Human Rights and Development

Convenor: Dr Su-ming Khoo
Room 320 Aras Moyola (ext 3643)

Time: Semester 2, Tuesdays 5-8pm, Venue: Seminar Room, ICHR
Format: Seminar

Course assessment: One written paper 10,000 words. Please agree the exact title with the course convenor, using the seminar topics as a guide.

This course provides an overview and illustration of the connections between human rights and development. It begins with an introduction to the historical, political and social context that gave rise to the modern projects of human rights and development. It draws attention to the impact of the Cold War and its aftermath on the evolution of human rights and development in concept and practice. The idea of the “Third World” is explored, with particular attention to key moments of decolonization, the New International Economic Order and the evolution of the Right to Development. The seminars will focus on the following topics: 

1) Introduction: Recovering Indivisibility, Democratizing Development, Humanizing Rights
2) The “Third World”, NIEO and the Right to Development – evolving meanings of, demands for and obstacles to “development” 
3) Food, hunger, poverty: entitlement, capability freedom and rights failure

4) The Right to Health – what does “highest attainable standard” mean?
5) Participation, citizenship, measurement and tools: rights-based approaches to development and the rights-in-practice approach

6) Using the tools: un-thinking Sustainable Development 
The discussion of these topics enables us to unpack the relationship between human rights and development, address the problematic division of economic/social versus civil/political rights and understand ‘development’ and ‘rights’ within the frame of  human development theory as it has evolved since the 1990s. The discussion topics provide an empirical and substantive approach, revealing cross-cutting issues of historical, social and political complexity, including decolonization and the colonial aftermath, the debates about economic growth, poverty, inequality and needs, and the complexity of discrimination, involving gender, caste, race and ethnicity, as well as the inescapable problem of ecological limits.  
Given that our contemporary era is characterized by very different scenarios of globalization, ranging from “flat world” market liberalism to the new development compact of the Millennium Development Goals, participants in this may take the question: “What is the future of the Right to Development in a globalized world?” as a common inquiry  Some case studies are used to highlight a number of substantive areas such as food, medicines and medical treatment, water and livelihoods where the agendas of rights and development appear to be overlapping, even converging. The course will conclude with a debate on the prospects for such a convergence and for the movement towards indivisible human rights, given the current challenges of globalization, inequality and persistent North-South tensions.   

Introductory and background reading:

Amnesty International (2005) Human Rights for Human Dignity: A Primer on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. London: Amnesty International

Jones, P and K. Stokke (2005) ‘Introduction –Democratising development: The Politics of socio-economic Rights’ in Democratising Development: The Politics of Socio-economic Rights in Africa pp1-38

Russell, G (1998) All rights guaranteed – all actors accountable, poverty is a violation of human rights in Manji, F. ed Development and Rights, London Oxfam GB pp154-59

Sumner, Andy and Michael Tribe (2008) International Development Studies: Theories and Methods in Research and Practice. London: Routledge, see Introduction and Chapter 1 ‘What is Development?’ pp1-30 

Thomas, Allen (2000) ‘Meanings and views of development’ in Allen and Thomas (eds) Poverty and Development into the Twenty-first Century Oxford: Oxford University Press pp 23-47

UNDP (2000) Human Development Report 2000: Human Rights and Human Development, see particularly the Overview and Ch 1

http://hdr.undp.org/en/media/HDR_2000_EN.pdf
Textbooks, monographs and edited volumes on human rights and development
Alston P and M Robinson, Eds. (2005) Human Rights and Development: Towards Mutual Reinforcement. Oxford: Oxford University Press 

Andreassen, B and S Marks Eds. (2006) Development as a Human Right. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard School of Public Health

Gready, P and J Ensor Eds.  (2005) Reinventing Development? Translating Rights-Based Approaches from Theory into Practice. (* Recommended text)
Goodhart, M.  Ed. (2009) Human Rights Politics and Practice, Oxford: Oxford University Press (* Recommended text)
Lindroos, A (1999) The Right to Development. Helsinki: Erik Castren Institute

Manji, F Ed. (1998) Development and Rights. Oxford: Oxfam

Seppanen, S (2005) Possibilities and Challenges of the Human Rights-based Approach to Development. Helsinki: Erik Castren Institute
Sengupta, A, A Negi and M Basu Eds (2005) Reflections on the Right to Development. New Delhi: Sage/Centre for Development and Human Rights 
Steiner,H; Alston, P and R. Goodman (3rd ed, 2007) International Human Rights in 

Context: Law, Politics, Morals, Ch 4 ‘Economic and Social Rights’, pp263-371

Uvin, P. (2004) Human Rights and Development, Bloomfield, CT; Kumarian Press
Session 1 Introduction: Recovering Indivisibility, Democratising Development, Humanising Rights
Alston, P (2005) Ships Passing in the Night: The Current State of the Human Rights

and Development Debate Seen Through the Lens of the Millennium Development Goals. Human Rights Quarterly 27 (2005) pp755–829

Alston, P and Robinson, M (2005) ‘The Challenges of ensuring the Mutuality of Human Rights and Development Endeavours’ and Robinson, M ‘What Rights Can Add to Good Development Practice’ Ch 1 and 3 in Alston and Robinson eds Human Rights and Development: Towards Mutual Reinforcement. pp 1-18 and 25-44
Jones, P and K. Stokke (2005) ‘Introduction –Democratising development: The Politics of socio-economic Rights’ in Democratising Development: The Politics of Socio-economic Rights in Africa pp1-38

Gready, P and J Ensor Eds. (2005) Reinventing Development? Translating Rights-Based Approaches from Theory into Practice. Introduction pp 1-46 
Khoo, S (2005) The Millennium Development Goals – A Critical Discussion Trocaire Development Review 2005 pp43-56

Short, D (2009) ‘Sociological and anthropological approaches’ Ch 6 in Goodhart Ed. (2009) Human Rights Politics and Practice, Oxford: Oxford University Press
Uvin, P. (2004) ‘The Big Picture’ in Human Rights and Development, Bloomfield, CT; Kumarian Press pp 9-16
Session 2 The “Third World”, NIEO and the Right to Development – evolving meanings of, demands for and obstacles to “development”
Declaration on the Right to Development http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/rtd.htm
Center for Development and Human Rights (2004) The Right to Development: A Primer, New Delhi: Sage

Fukuda-Parr, S (2009) Human Rights and the Politics of Development Ch 10 in Goodhart, ed. Human Rights Politics and Practice 

Hansen, J and Sano, H (2006) ‘The Implications and Value-Added of a Rights-based Approac’h Ch 3 in Andreassen, B and S Marks Eds. (2006) Development as a Human Right. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard School of Public Health

Jerbi, S. (2009). Business and human rights at the UN: What might happen next? Human Rights Quarterly 31 pp.299-320

Khoo, S. (2007) ‘Globalization, terror and the future of ‘development’ – citizenship beyond bare life? In Maurice Mullard (ed) Globalization, Citizenship and the War on Terror, Edward Elgar Publishers, UK pp189-211
Lindroos, A (1999) The Right to Development. Helsinki: Erik Castren Institute

Marks, S (2004) The Human Right to Development: Between Rhetoric and Reality Harvard Human Rights Journal / Vol. 17 pp 138-68
http://www.law.harvard.edu/students/orgs/hrj/iss17/marks.pdf
O’Rawe, M (1999) The United Nations - Structure versus Substance in Hegarty, A and Leonard, S. Human Rights: An Agenda for the Twenty First Century London: Cavendish Publishing

Piron, L (2000)The Right to Development: A Review of the Current State of the Debate for the Department for International Development http://www.odi.org.uk/resources/download/1562.pdf
Preston, Peter (1996) Development Theory: an Introduction,  Ch 9 ‘Decolonization, Cold War and the Construction of Modernization Theory’

Richards, D and Gelleny, R (2009) ‘Economic Globalization and human rights’ Ch 11 in Goodhart ed. Human Rights Politics and Practice

Ruggie, J (2008) Embedding Global markets: An Enduring Challenge. Ashgate

Salomon, M (2005) ‘Towards a Just Institutional Order: A Commentary on the First Session of the UN Task Force on the Right to Development’, 23 Netherlands Quarterly of Human Rights 3 
Seers, Dudley (1979) The meaning of development. Reprinted in S. Corbridge (ed.): Development: Critical Concepts in the Social Sciences. London: Routledge

Salomon, M  (2006) International Human Rights Obligations in Context: Structural Obstacles and the Demands of Global Justice, in Stephen P Marks and Bard-Anders Andreassen (eds), Development as a Human Right  

Westad, Odd A. (2007) ‘Creating the Third World: The United States confronts revolution Ch 4 in The Global Cold War. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 
Session 3 Food, hunger, poverty: entitlement, capability freedom and rights failure

Brot fur die welt, ICCO & FIAN (2009) The Right to Food and Nutrition Watch (2009) Who Controls the World Food System? 

Davis, M (2001) Late Victorian Holocausts: el Niňo Famines and the Making of the Third World. London: Verso
D
reze, J (2005) ‘Democracy and the Right to Food’ Ch 5 in Alston and Robinson eds Human Rights and Development.

Guha-Khasnobis, B and S. Acharya (2007) Food Insecurity, Vulnerability and Human Rights Failure, see: Introduction, Ch 1 Acharya, ‘National Food Policies Impacting on Food Security: The experience of a large populated country –India’pp3-34; Ch 3 Charman and Hodge ‘Food Security in the SADC Region: An Assessment of National Trade Policies in the Context of the 2001-3 Food Crisis pp58-81, Ch 11 The Right to Food as a Fundamental Human Right: FAO’s Experience pp 266-285; Ch 13 Guha-Khasnobis and Vivek ‘The Rights-based Approach to Development: Lessons from the Right to Food Movement in India pp308-327
Kent, G (2008) Global Obligations for the Right to Food. Rowman and Littlefield

Mackintosh, M (1990) “Abstract Markets and Real Needs”, Ch 4 in Bernstein, Henry et al (eds) (1990) The Food Question: Profits versus People? London: Earthscan

Sen, Amartya (1982) Poverty and Famines: An essay on entitlement and deprivation. Oxford: Oxford University Press
Sen, Amartya (1999) Development as Freedom: Oxford: Oxford University Press

ul Haq, Mahbub (1995) ‘The Human Development Paradigm Ch 1.2 in Fukuda-Parr, s and V.Shiva Kumar (eds) Readings in Human Development. New Delhi: Oxford University Press
Session 4 The Right to Health – what does “highest attainable standard” mean?

Farmer, Paul (2005) Pathologies of Power: Health, Human Rights and the New War on the Poor Berkeley:Univ. of California Press

Farmer, Paul (1999) )‘The Consumption of the Poor’ Chapter 7 Infections and Inequalities: The Modern Plagues Berkeley:Univ. of California Press pp 184-210  

Freedman, Lynn (2003a) Averting international death and disability: Human rights, constructive accountability and maternal mortality in the Dominican Republic International Journal of Gynaecology and Obstetrics, 82 pp.111-114

Freedman, Lynn. (2003b). Strategic advocacy and maternal mortality: moving targets and the millennium development goals. Gender and Development, 11, (1), pp.97-108 

Gauri, V (2005) ‘Social Rights and Economics: Claims to Health Care and Education in Developing Countries. in Alston and Robinson eds Human Rights and Development: Towards Mutual Reinforcement pp 65-86

Heywood, M (2009) ‘South Africa's Treatment Action Campaign: Combining Law and Social Mobilization to Realize the Right to Health’ J Human Rights Practice 2009 1: 14-36

Hunt, P. (2006a). The right to an effective, integrated health system accessible to all. UN Doc E/CN.4/2006/48 of 3 March 2006

Hunt, P. (2006b). Report of the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to

the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health. UN Doc A/61/338 of 13 September 2006

Lee, K. Kent Buse and Suzanne Fustukian (eds) Health Policy in a Globalising World Cambridge: Cambridge University Press

Mann, J. S. Gruskin, M. A. Grodin & G. Annas, Health and human rights: A reader. (pp. 29-36) New York: Routledge

Meier, B. M.& A. Fox (2008) Development as Health: Employing the Collective Right to Development to Achieve the Goals of the Individual Right to Health. Human Rights Quarterly 30 pp.259–355
O’Donovan (2008) The Atlas of Health: Mapping the Challenges and Causes of Disease Myriad editions

Oh, Cecilia (2001) TRIPS, Drugs and Public Health: Issues and Proposals Third World Network Briefing Paper/ Intellectual property Rights Series. Penang, Malaysia: Third World Network 

Peoples’ Health Movement, USA (2009) Letter to The Lancet,  5 Dec 2009
Petchesky, Rosalind Pollack (2003 Global Prescriptions: Gendering Health and Human Rights. Zed Books/UNRISD

Richter, J (2001). Holding Corporations Accountable: Corporate Conduct, International Codes and Citizen Actions. Palgrave Macmillan

Sachs, A (2009) ‘The Judge who cried’ Ch 7 in The Strange Alchemy of Life and Law 

UNDP (2005) Human Development Report 2005, Boxes providing snapshots on the United States, India, China, Russia
WHO (2005) Human Rights, Health and Poverty Reduction Strategies  

http://www.who.int/hhr/news/HRHPRS.pdf
Session 5 Participation, citizenship, measurement and tools: rights-based approaches to development and the rights-in-practice approach

Archer, R (2009) Introduction JHRP Special Issue: Where is the Evidence? 

J Human Rights Practice 2009 1: 333-338

Baderin, M and McCorquodale, R. (Eds) 2007 Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights in Action Oxford: Oxford University Press
Golub, S (2005) ‘Less Law and Reform, More Politics and Enforcement: A Civil society Approach to Integrating Rights and Development’ in Alston and Robinson eds Human Rights and Development: Towards Mutual Reinforcement. 
Felner, E (2009) Closing the ‘Escape Hatch’: A Toolkit to Monitor the Progressive Realization of Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights J Human Rights Practice 2009 1: 402-435
Gaynor, C (2005) ‘Structural Injustice and the MDGs a Critical Analysis of the Zambian Experience’ Trocaire Development Review 2005 

Ginther, Konrad. (1992). The domestic policy function of a Right of Peoples to Development: Popular participation a new hope for development or challenge for the discipline? In Chowdury, R. S., E. Denters & P.J. de Waart (Eds.). Right to Development in International Law. (pp.61-82). Dordrecht, Martinus Nijhoff Publishers
Gready, P (2009) Reasons to Be Cautious about Evidence and Evaluation: Rights-based Approaches to Development and the Emerging Culture of Evaluation 

J Human Rights Practice 2009 1: 380-401
Gready, P and Phillips, B. (2009) ‘An Unfinished Enterprise: Visions, Reflections, and an Invitation’ Journal of Human Rights Practice 1, (1) 1-13

Landman, T (2009) ‘Measuring Human Rights’ Ch 3 in Goodhart ed. Human Rights Politics and Practice 

Nyamu-Musembi, C (2005) ‘Towards an actor-oriented perspective and human rights’ in Kabeer, N (ed) Inclusive Citizenship, pp31-49

Pogge, T 2nd Ed  (2007) ‘Eradicating Systemic Poverty – Brief for a global resources dividend’ in World Poverty and Human Rights

Steiner, Alston and Goodman (eds) section on Economic and Social Right, pp 263-374, esp  ‘The Problem of resources’ p. 295ff
Stewart and Wang (2005) Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers within the Human Rights Perspective Ch 17 in Alston and Robinson eds Human Rights and Development: Towards Mutual Reinforcement pp 447-74
UNDP (2005) Human Development Report: International Cooperation at a Crossroads, Intorduction
Yamin, A E (2009) Suffering and Powerlessness: The Significance of Promoting Participation in Rights based Approaches to Health. Health and Human Rights 11, 1 pp5-22
Session 6 Using the tools: un-thinking Sustainable Development 

Barry, J and Woods (2009) ‘The Environment’ Ch 18 in Goodhart ed. Human Rights Politics and Practice pp316-333

Steiner, Alston and Goodman (eds 2007) ‘Human Rights, Development and Climate Change’ in International Human Rights in Context Ch 16 pp1433-62 

Martell, Luke (1994) Ecology and Society Chapter 2 ‘The Sustainable Society’

Dresner, Simon (2002) The Principles of Sustainabililty. London: Earthscan

Malig, Mary Louise (2003) The Environmental Costs of Development Ch 12 in  McCann and McCloskey (eds) From the Local to the Global London: Pluto Press

Thin, Neil (2002) ‘Social Concepts and Principles – sustainable development objectives and principles’ in Social progress and Sustainable development London: ITDG Publishing pp12-31

Khor, Martin (2001) ‘Effects of Liberalisation and the Clash of Paradigms’ Ch 5 in Globalisation and the Crisis of Sustainable Development’ Penang: Third World Network
Third World Network (2001) International Environmental Governance: Some Issues from the Developing Country Perspective Penang, Third World Network

Addendum: Some philosophical, political and cultural critiques

Mamdani, M (2000) Introduction in Mamdani, M (ed) Beyond Rights Talk and Culture Talk Comparative Essays on the Politics of Rights and Culture. St Martin’s Press

Chanock, M (2000) ‘Culture’ and human rights: Orientalising, occidentalising and authenticity in Mamdani, M (ed) Beyond Rights Talk and Culture Talk Comparative Essays on the Politics of Rights and Culture. St Martin’s Press

Douzinas, C (2007) ‘The end of human rights’ in Human Rights and Empire. London: Routledge Cavendish pp 1-33

Mutua, M (2002) ‘The limits of rights discourse’ in Human Rights: A Political and Cultural Critique. University of Pennsylvania Press pp126-53
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