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PROCEDURE BEFORE 

INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURTS
LW530 - SEMESTER 2
- Course Outline -
	Objective
	The course introduces post-graduate students to the laws of procedure and evidence before international criminal courts and tribunals. It explores due process, the rights of the accused and the dilemmas of merging continental and common law procedural systems.

	Lecturer(s)
	Name
	Office
	Ext
	E-mail

	
	Dr. Shane Darcy
	Room 206, Irish Centre for Human Rights
Office Hours:

Wed. 2 – 3.30 
	3947
	shane.darcy@nuigalway.ie 

	Times
	
	Day
	Time
	Venue

	
	Lectures:


	Friday 

26th Feb-02nd Apr 
	10-1pm
	Seminar room, Irish Centre for Human Rights

	Overall Learning Outcomes
	On successful completion of this course, you will be able:

· to identify and understand the law of procedure in international criminal law
· to analyse topical issues of procedure and evidence before international criminal courts

· to appreciate the primary interests to be balanced when considering procedural issues

· to research the jurisprudence of the international criminal tribunals and the International Criminal Court on issues of procedure and evidence


	Format
	The course will be taught by weekly seminars, each three hours, over six weeks. Students are expected to have read all prescribed readings in advance of each seminar, thus requiring independent study of 8-10 hours each week.  

	Programme(s)
	LL.M in International Criminal Law, LL.M in International Human Rights Law, LL.M in Peace Support Operations, full-time and part-time. 

	Course Material
	Syllabus will be available on the website of the Irish Centre for Human Rights (www.nuigalway.ie/human_rights) and can be downloaded from Blackboard at http://blackboard.nuigalway.ie. 

	Core Texts
	Alexander Zahar and Göran Sluiter, International Criminal Law, Oxford/New York: Oxford University Press, 2008

Christoph M. Safferling, Towards an International Criminal Procedure, Oxford University Press, 2001

	Supplementary Texts
	William A. Schabas, Introduction to the International Criminal Court, 3rd ed., Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007

William A. Schabas, The United Nations International Criminal Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia, Rwanda and Sierra Leone, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006

	Assessment
	1.
Written assignment                100%
Evaluation is undertaken through the submission of an essay (10,000 words) which should demonstrate significant research, familiarity with the literature, independent thought and critical analysis.

	Workload hours
	Credit weighting:

 7.5 ECTS
Lecture hours:

 18
Associated hours:                                     12
Independent study:                                   145
Total Student Effort:

175 hours 


	Topics

	Week 1: Introduction to procedure before international criminal courts 


	Week 2: Rights of the accused and suspected persons


	Week 3: Indictment, trial and appeal

	Week 4: Evidence and disclosure

	Week 5: Sentencing and plea agreements

	Week 6: Contempt and conflicts of interest
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