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INTRODUCTION TO 

PUBLIC INTERNATIONAL LAW I 
LW531 - SEMESTER 1
- Course Outline -
	Objective
	The course introduces post-graduate students to the general principles, sources and framework of public international law. It aims to provide a foundation for understanding the international legal aspects of human rights, humanitarian law and peace support operations.

	Lecturer(s)
	Name
	Office
	Ext
	E-mail

	
	Dr. Shane Darcy
	Room 206, Irish Centre for Human Rights
Office Hours:

Wed. 2 – 3.30 
	3947
	shane.darcy@nuigalway.ie 

	Times
	
	Day
	Time
	Venue

	
	Lectures:


	Friday 
	10am-1pm*
	Seminar room, Irish Centre for Human Rights

	Overall Learning Outcomes
	On successful completion of this course, you will be able:

· to understand and identify the sources and principles of public international law
· to appreciate the workings of the international law-making process and adjudication procedures 
· to read, comprehend, critique and utilize arguments pertaining to public international law
· to identify the design, workings and outcomes of various international organisations and institutions
· to understand and assimilate concepts of public international law, especially in regard to their relevance to international human rights law and international peace support operations 

	Format
	The course will be taught by weekly seminars, each three hours, over twelve weeks. Students are expected to have read all prescribed readings in advance of each seminar, thus requiring independent study of 8-10 hours each week.  

	Programme(s)
	LL.M in International Human Rights Law, LL.M in Peace Support Operations, LL.M in Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, full-time and part-time 

	Course Material
	Syllabus will be available on the website of the Irish Centre for Human Rights (www.nuigalway.ie/human_rights) and can be downloaded from Blackboard at http://blackboard.nuigalway.ie. 

	Core Texts
	Malcolm Shaw, International Law, Cambridge University Press, Sixth edition, 2008.

	Supplementary Texts
	Martin Dixon, Textbook on International Law, Sixth edition, Oxford University Press, 2007.
Ian Brownlie, Principles of Public International Law, Seventh Edition, Oxford University Press, 2008.

Malcolm D. Evans (ed.), International Law, Second Edition, Oxford University Press, 2006.

Antonio Cassese, International Law, Oxford University Press, 2005.

	Assessment
	1.
Written assignment                100%
Evaluation is undertaken through the submission of an essay (10,000 words) which should demonstrate significant research, familiarity with the literature, independent thought and critical analysis.

	Workload hours
	Credit weighting:

 7.5 ECTS
Lecture hours:

 36
Associated hours:                                     24
Independent study:                                   290
Total Student Effort:

350 hours 


	Course Content

	Week 1: Introduction (Sept. 18th)
History, principles and theory of international law 
Required Reading

Malcolm Shaw, International Law (2008), chapters 1 and 2.
Martii Koskenniemi, ‘What is International Law for?’ in Malcolm Evans, International Law (2006), chapter 2.

The Case of the S.S. Lotus, France v. Turkey, Permanent Court of International Justice, 1927, Series A, n˚10 (available at www.icj-cij.org)

Further Reading

Stephen C. Neff, ‘A Short History of International Law’ in Malcolm Evans, International Law (2006), chapter 1.
Antonio Cassese, International Law (2005), chapters 1, 2 & 3.


	Week 2: International institutions and organisations (Sept. 25th)
The United Nations, the International Court of Justice 
Required Reading

Malcolm Shaw, International Law (2008), chapters 19, 22 (pp. 1204-1235), 23 (pp. 1282-1295).
Further Reading

Hugh Thirlway, ‘The International Court of Justice’, in Malcolm Evans, International Law (2006), chapter 19.

Antonio Cassese, International Law (2005), chapter 16.


	Week 3: Sources – treaties (Oct. 2nd)
Treaty-making process, reservations, the law of treaties 
Required Reading

Malcolm Shaw, International Law (2008), chapter 16.
Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, 1969, available at: http://untreaty.un.org/ilc/texts/instruments/english/conventions/1_1_1969.pdf 
Reservations to the Convention on Genocide, Advisory Opinion, I.C.J. Reports 1951, p. 15.
Further Reading

Martin Dixon, Textbook on International Law (2007), chapter 3.

Ian Brownlie, Principles of Public International Law (2008), chapter 27.

Malgosia Fitzmaurice, ‘The Practical Working of the Law of Treaties’ in Malcolm Evans, International Law (2006), chapter 7.
Antonio Cassese, International Law (2005), chapter 9.

	Week 4: Sources – custom and other sources (*Note time change to Oct. 14th, 5pm-8pm*)
Customary international law, general principles, judicial decisions 

Required Reading

Malcolm Shaw, International Law (2008), chapter 3.

Military and paramilitary activities in and against Nicaragua (merits), Nicaragua v. United States of America, merits, ICJ Rep., 1986, Facts : paras. 18-25, 172-186.

Further Reading

Ian Brownlie, Principles of Public International Law (2008), chapter 3.

Malgosia Fitzmaurice, ‘The Practical Working of the Law of Treaties’ in Malcolm Evans, International Law (2006), chapter 7.

Antonio Cassese, International Law (2005), chapters 8, 11.

	Week 5: Subjects of international law – States (Oct. 16th)
Sovereignty, creation of States, rights and obligations 
Required Reading

Malcolm Shaw, International Law (2008), chapter 5, pp. 195-223, chapter 9, pp. 444-486.
John Quigley, ‘The Palestine Declaration to the International Criminal Court: The Statehood Issue’, 35 Rutgers Law Record (2009), available at: http://www.lawrecord.com/files/35-rutgers-l-rec-1.pdf  

Christopher J. Borger, ‘Kosovo's Declaration of Independence: Self-Determination, Secession and Recognition’, 12.2 ASIL Insights, February 2009, http://www.asil.org/insights080229.cfm 

Further Reading

Colin Warbrick, ‘States and Recognition in International Law’, in Malcolm Evans, International Law (2006), chapter 8.
Antonio Cassese, International Law (2005), Chapter 4.

Ian Brownlie, Principles of Public International Law (2008), chapters 3 - 5.

	Week 6: Subjects of international law – individuals and peoples (Oct. 23rd)
Self-determination, minorities and indigenous peoples, individual rights and responsibilities 
Required Reading

Malcolm Shaw, International Law (2008), chapter 5, 251-259.
Minority Schools in Albania, Advisory Opinion, Permanent Court of International Justice, 1935, Series AB, No. 64.

Advisory Opinion on the Legal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, International Court of Justice, ICJ Reports 2004.
Further Reading

Robert McCorquodale, ‘The Individual and the International Legal System’ in Malcolm Evans, International Law (2006), chapter 10.

Jan Klabbers, ‘The Right to be Taken Seriously in International Law’ 28 Human Rights Quarterly (2006) 186.

Patrick Thornberry, ‘Self-Determination, Minorities and Human Rights: A Review of International Instruments’ 38 International and Comparative Legal Quarterly (1989) 867.

Marti Koskenniemi, ‘National Self-Determination Today: Problems of Legal Theory and practice’ 43 International and Comparative Legal Quarterly (1994) 241.

	Week 7: Subjects of international law - non-state actors (Oct. 30th)

International organisations, corporations, insurgents and armed groups
Required Reading

Malcolm Shaw, International Law (2008), chapter 5, 224-251, 259-264.
Reparations for Injuries Suffered in the Service of the United Nations, International Court of Justice, Advisory Opinion, 11th April 1949, General List No. 4.

Further Reading

Dapo Akande, ‘International Organizations’ in Malcolm Evans, International Law (2006), chapter 9.
Ian Brownlie, Principles of Public International Law (2008), chapter 31.

	Week 8: Use of Force (Nov. 6th)
Self-defence, the Security Council and humanitarian intervention 
Required Reading

Malcolm Shaw, International Law (2008), chapter 20.
Military and paramilitary activities in and against Nicaragua (merits), Nicaragua v. United States of America, merits, ICJ Rep., 1986, paragraphs 187-214.
Further Reading

Martin Dixon, Textbook on International Law (2007), chapter 11.

Ian Brownlie, Principles of Public International Law (2008), chapter 33.

Christine Gray, ‘The Use of Force and the International Legal Order’, in Malcolm Evans, International Law (2006), chapter 20.

Antonio Cassese, International Law (2005), chapters 17-18.

	Week 10: State Responsibility (Nov. 13th)
Consequences for breaches of international law 
Required Reading

Malcolm Shaw, International Law (2008), chapter 14.
International Law Commission, Draft Articles on the Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts, 2001, available at: http://untreaty.un.org/ilc/texts/instruments/english/draft%20articles/9_6_2001.pdf
Further Reading

Martin Dixon, Textbook on International Law (2007), chapter 9.
Ian Brownlie, Principles of Public International Law (2008), chapter 21.

Nina H. Jorgenson, The Responsibility of States for International Crimes, Oxford, 2003.

	Week 10: Dispute settlement in international law (Nov. 20th)
Arbitration, adjudication, diplomacy 
Required Reading

Malcolm Shaw, International Law (2008), chapter 18.
Further Reading

Martin Dixon, Textbook on International Law (2007), chapter 10.

Ian Brownlie, Principles of Public International Law (2008), chapter 32.

John Merrilss, ‘The Means of Dispute Settlement’, in Malcolm Evans, International Law (2006), chapter 18.

Antonio Cassese, International Law (2005), chapter 14.

	Week 11: International law and national law (Nov. 27th)
Relationship between international law and domestic legal systems
Required Reading

Malcolm Shaw, International Law (2008), chapter 4.
Further Reading

Martin Dixon, Textbook on International Law (2007), chapter 4.

Ian Brownlie, Principles of Public International Law (2008), chapter 2.

Eileen Denza, ‘The Relationship between International and National Law’, in Malcolm Evans, International Law (2006), chapter 14.

	Week 12: Reading Week
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