INTERDISCIPLINARY WORKSHOP 
“DEBATING THE ITALIAN NATION:

HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES”

27 May 2011, NUIG

Alexander Anderson Boardroom (Main Quadrangle)


One hundred and fifty years ago, in 1861, with the creation of the Italian Kingdom, Italy became for the first time in her history a unified nation. The 2011 anniversary is an occasion to reflect upon this important event and its significance from different perspectives. The National University of Ireland, Galway will mark the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of creation of Italy with an interdisciplinary one-day workshop focused on specific themes of debate. NUIG staff from History, and Italian will be joined by prestigious overseas scholars to discusss the significance of the idea of the nation for contemporary Italian history, society, and culture.


The workshop will be open by a Welcome Address and an Opening Statement. These will be followed by two panels on selected themes that are general enough to be addressed by experts of History, Literature/Cultural Studies, and Film Studies, and at the same time specific enough to allow focused discussion on specific on-going features of modern Italian history and culture. The workshop will end with a Round Table Discussion.

1) Risorgimento and Controrisorgimento: Rights and Wrongs

2)   Italian Intellectual Discourse: Democracy and Beyond

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME AND SPEAKERS

10.00-11.00 Welcome and introduction


Angela Tangianu (Director, Italian Institute of Culture, Dublin)


Paolo Bartoloni (NUI, Galway)

11.00-13.00 PANEL 1: Risorgimento and Controrisorgimento: Rights and Wrongs
History:
Enrico Dal Lago (NUI, Galway)

Cultural Studies: Anne O’Connor (NUI, Galway)

Cinema:
Rosalind Galt (University of Sussex)

13.00- 14.00 Lunch

14.00- 16.00 PANEL 2: Italian Intellectual Discourse: Democracy and Beyond 

History:
Carl Levy (Goldsmiths College, University of London)

Cultural Studies: John Foot (University College London)

Cinema: Laura Rascaroli (University College Cork)


16-16.30 Break 

16.30-17.30 Roundtable discussion led by Paolo Bartoloni and Enrico Dal Lago
The workshop is sponsored by:

The Vice President for Innovation and Performance

The College of Arts, Social Sciences, and Celtic Studies

The Registrar’s Office

The School of Humanities

The School of Languages, Literatures, and Cultures

Italian Studies
