
Environmental Science 

 
Your skills and the employment market 

 

The skills that you gain on this course are sought after in 
the workplace.  As well as knowledge of environmental 
issues, they include: 

 

 Verbal/written communication  
 Design, conduct, and explain scientific research  
 Collect, organise, and analyse data  
 Identify and predict trends and patterns  
 Interpret and evaluate events, information, and ideas  
 Planning, execution and reporting an original 

research project  
 Data analysis using a range of appropriate statistical 

methods and packages 
 

Sample Job Advertisements 
 

Some job advertisements that may suit graduates (not 
currently available and shown here as examples only). 
 

Sea Fishery Protection Officer, Sea Fisheries Protection 
Authority. Relevant discipline e.g., marine, environmental 
science. Excellent planning, communications skills, full 
drivers licence and strong IT skills required. 
 

Environmental Assistant, Loughs Agency. Assist with a 
range of work tasks to include the areas of 
Planning/Consultations, EIA/Habitats, Directive/Birds, 
Directive/Water Framework Directive, GIS/Database 
Maintenance, Water Quality Sampling.   
 

Assistant Scientific Officer, Loughs Agency. Range of 
scientific, monitoring and other duties relating to Carrying 
Capacity, IBIS project and the within Loughs Agency. Be 
undertaking a degree in Fishery Science, Environmental 
Science, Marine Science, Biological Sciences or another 
related subject with full current driving licence. 
 

Natural Environment Officer, An Taisce. Ensuring 
environmental issues, such as the protection of 
biodiversity, ecosystems, rare and important habitats and 
species, and aquatic environments are properly addressed 
within policy development as well as in the licensing and 
planning processes. 
 

Environmental Student, Roche Ireland. Lab testing to 
include pH, COD, TOC, Ammonia, Suspended Solids and 
BOD. Weekly nitrate and phosphate testing by ion 
chromatography. Environmental Science background. 
Excellent communication skills. Individual who works 
well in a team environment. Organised and highly 
motivated. Previous knowledge of testing an advantage. 

Possible Career Opportunities 
 

Ecologist Teacher Ranger 
Water 
Resources / 
Treatment 

Research 
Associate 

Science Editor 
/ Writer / 
Journalist 

Environmental 
Consultant 

Risk Analyst Meteorologist 

Documentary / 
Film Work 

Biodiversity 
Officer 

Waterways 
Officer 

Environment 
Impact 
Assessment 
[EIA] Scientist 

Geographic 
Information 
Systems [GIS] 
Technician 

Environmental 
Regeneration 
Scientist 

 
Note: Further qualifications may be needed for certain positions. This 
list is a sample representation. 
 
Up to 40% of graduate employment opportunities are 
open to graduates of all disciplines.  In some cases, 
however you will need further postgraduate study or 
professional training.   
 
There are a range of different industries that are interested 
in Environmental Science graduates such as: 

 Local Government 
 Civil Service 
 Environmental Consultancy firms 
 Chemical manufacturers 
 Research & development companies 
 Non-profit groups 
 Government affiliated groups [eg EPA] 

 
Getting work experience can greatly enhance your 
employability. Examples include: 
 

Summer bursary with the Marine Institute – in areas of 
research such Marine Fisheries, Salmon Management, 
Aquaculture, Environment, Communications, 
Oceanography, Maritime Development and their EU 
Desk. For undergraduates who have completed 2 years 
study in a relevant discipline.  
 

An Taisce - seek interested graduates from all disciplines 
to carry out voluntary work on environmental issues. 
Applications are accepted throughout the year. To apply, 
email info@antaisce.org with a cover letter, CV and 3 
examples of written work (500-2500 words, academic 
work/ articles for newspaper / report for college etc). 
 
 
 
 



     

Further study opportunities  
 

For certain career choices, employers may look for 
candidates with further qualifications and training.  
 
Some of the courses chosen by graduates in the past at 
NUI Galway (www.nuigalway.ie/courses) were:  
 Professional Masters in Education 
 PhD 
 Structured PhD (Science) 
 MSc Biotechnology 
 MSc Occupational Health & Safety & Ergonomics 
 Master of Science (International Management) 
 Higher Diploma In Business Studies 
 
Other courses taken by graduates were: 
 Primary Teaching, Hibernia 
 MSc Marine Biology, UCC 
 MSc Applied Ecology, UCC 
 MSc Biological Pest Control, NUIM 
 MSc Marine Environmental Protection (abroad) 
 MSc Environmental Protection & Mgmt, Edinburgh 
 Masters in Environmental Engineering, QUB 
 

www.nuigalway.ie/conversion covers conversion courses 
at NUI Galway. The website www.postgradireland.com  
contains useful information on postgraduate courses in 
Ireland, www.prospects.ac.uk for researching 
opportunities in the UK and https://ec.europa.eu/ploteus/  
covers the EU.  
 
Read our FAQ on Postgraduate Courses for more. 
 

What past graduates have done 
 
Here is a sample of job titles and employers currently 
occupied by past students who studied Environmental 
Science. This has been taken from our survey that takes 
place 6 months after graduation.    
 

 Environmental Technician, Environmental Services 
Ireland  

 Quality Control Technician, Johnson & Johnson 
 Environmental Scientist, RPS Group 
 Lab Technician, Bord na Mona 
 Advisor/Consultant, Bord na Mona 
 EHS consultant, Antaris, Limerick 
 Environmental Consultant, McCarthy Keville 
 Environmental Consultant, Whitehall 
 Research Assistant-Field Work Assistant, NUIG 
 Working, Marine Institute, Galway 
 Ecology dept., Galway County Council 
 Environmental intern, Iceland 
 Technical Officer, Energy Institute England  
 Environmental Officer, Waste company Dublin 
 Lab Analyst, EPA 
 Environmental Scientist, TMS Environmental 
 Ecologist/Agricultural Planner, Monaghan & OBrien 
 Environmental Sector, ESB 
 Environmental Scientist, White Young Green 
 Environmental Technician, Enro Environmental 
 
 

 

Resources in the Careers Information Room 
 
Our Job Sector files contain a range of information about 
working in a specific sector – from job descriptions to 
professional associations. At the back of each (where 
possible) are advertised jobs so that you can look through 
requirements of previously advertised jobs.   
 
We also have a range of reference books covering science 
including:  
• Careers with a Science Degree 
• Alternative Careers in Science 
• Who wants to be a Scientist? Choosing Science as a 

career 
 
There are also resources to help with your job search 
including reference books on taking psychometric tests, 
going for interview, writing a CV or personal statement… 
and much more.  
 
Be sure and pick up our free booklets ‘Your CV’ and 
‘Interview Skills’. 
 

 
 

Useful websites 
 

We have found that the following websites contain 
relevant and interesting information on opportunities with 
a degree in Environmental Science. 
 
 www.nuigalway.ie/careers    
 www.epa.ie  
 www.esaiweb.org/current-jobs/ 
 www.iwt.ie  
 www.ipcc.ie/  
 www.cer.ie    
 www.enfo.ie   
 www.coford.ie   
 www.envirocentre.ie  
 www.greencareersireland.com/jobs.html  
 www.greenjobs.ie  
 www.ecocareers.ie  
 
Abroad 
 www.prospects.ac.uk/environment_agriculture_sector.htm 
 www.earthworks-jobs.com/enviro.htm  
 www.unep.org   
 www.ecoemploy.com/  
 www.eco.org 
 
There are many social media sites and groups helping 
people who are looking for work. Search LinkedIn, 
Twitter, Facebook to find people, companies and 
discussion groups to follow. Or use query sites such as 
www.twitjobsearch.com/, www.google.ie/alerts to search 
for latest news items.  
Read our Using Social Media FAQ for more tips. 
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