
Marine Science 

 
Your skills and the employment market 

 
Among the skills you will have gained while studying for 
your BSc in Marine Science are: 
 

• Time and self-management. 
• Identification of marine life. 
• Description of habitats and communities. 
• Physical and chemical data interpretation. 
• Ability to classify ecosystems. 
• Using and drawing maps. 
• Taking field notes. 
• Managing data, data analysis and interpretation. 
• Concise and accurate writing/communication skills. 
• Organisational skills. 
• Computer literacy. 
 
 

Sample Job Advertisements 
 
These jobs are for illustrative purposes and are not 
currently available.  
 

Traineeship, European Maritime Safety Agency.  3-5 
months long. The traineeship program aims to provide 
trainees with work experience in the field of maritime 
safety legislation, response to pollution at sea and 
cooperation among member states in safety at sea matters. 
 

Stagiaire - Marine Institute Student Programme for recent 
graduates are advertised regularly and could be for any of 
their departments. www.marine.ie    
 

Research Scientist, Bioatlantis Ltd. To investigate the 
therapeutic potential of targeted seaweed bioactives 
contained in BioAtlantis Digestica products.   
 

Temporary Laboratory Analyst - Trace Organic 
Contaminants, Marine Institute. Analysis of a suite of 
trace organic contaminants, such as PAH, PCBs and 
PBDEs, and other parameters in environmental matrices 
(e.g. saline and non-saline water, sediments and biota). 
Degree, or post-grad, in analytical chemistry, marine 
science or an equivalent. Willingness to work at sea on 
board research vessels and sufficiently fit to pass an ENG 
II/Seafarers medical. Scientific and technical report 
writing skills. Driving licence.  
 

Education Coordinator, Seal Rescue Ireland. 
Plan/attend community outreach events, fundraisers, and 
conferences. Develop educational materials and programs 
independently.  

Possible Career Opportunities 
 

Aquarist Marine 
Biologist 

Fisheries Manager 

Marine 
Conservation 

Marine 
Biotechnologist 

Marine Education 
Officer 

Marine 
Archaeologist 

Science Writer / 
Editor 

Coastal Zone 
Management 

Fisheries 
Scientist  

Environmental 
Scientist 

Underwater Film-
maker 

Oceanographer Ecologist Ecotourism Guide 
Field 
Technician 

Laboratory 
Technician 

Marine 
Geophysicist 

 
Note: Further qualifications may be needed for certain positions. This 
list is a sample representation of positions available. 
 
The Marine Institute have a booklet  
Oceans of Opportunity: A Guide to Marine Careers 
available to download at www.marine.ie/Home/site-
area/working-us/guide-marine-careers  
 
Getting work experience while in University is always 
beneficial.    
 

Summer bursary with the Marine Institute – Marine 
Fisheries, Salmon Management, Aquaculture, 
Environment, Communications, Oceanography, Maritime 
Development and EU Desk. For undergraduates who have 
completed 2 years study in a relevant discipline.  
 

An Taisce - seek interested graduates from all disciplines 
to carry out voluntary work on environmental issues. 
Applications are accepted throughout the year. To apply, 
email info@antaisce.org with a cover letter, CV and 3 
examples of written work (500-2500 words, academic 
work/ articles for newpaper / report for college etc). 
 

Two-day Science@Sea research vessel-based training 
courses. Training addresses the practical, cross-
disciplinary skills necessary for marine sampling, data 
collection and processing. Gain hands-on experience in 
deployment of a wide range of instrumentation and deck 
equipment as well as other areas essential to working at 
sea, including survey design and planning, safety at sea, 
post-survey analysis and assessment.   
 
There are also many voluntary positions worldwide every 
summer – publications such as Summer Jobs Abroad and 
Green Volunteers (available to reference in Careers) give 
information on these organisations. 
 
 

http://www.marine.ie/
http://www.marine.ie/Home/site-area/working-us/guide-marine-careers
http://www.marine.ie/Home/site-area/working-us/guide-marine-careers


    … 

Further study opportunities 
 

For certain career choices, employers may look for 
candidates with further qualifications and training.   
 

Some of the courses chosen by graduates in the past at 
NUI Galway (www.nuigalway.ie/courses) were:  
 PhD (Science) 
 MSc Sustainable Resource Mgt: Policy & Practice 

 
Other courses taken by graduates were: 
 Masters Marine Biology, University of Essex  
 Applied Marine Geoscience, Bangor 
 Applied Marine Biology, Plymouth 
 MSc Applied Environmental Sciences, UCD 
 
www.nuigalway.ie/conversion  covers conversion courses 
at NUI Galway. The website www.postgradireland.com  
contains useful information on postgraduate courses in 
Ireland, www.prospects.ac.uk  is an excellent site for 
researching opportunities in the UK and 
https://ec.europa.eu/ploteus/  covers the EU. Read our 
FAQ on Postgraduate Courses for more. 
 
 

What past graduates have done 
 
Here is a sample of job titles and employers currently 
occupied by past students who studied Marine Science. 
This has been taken from our survey that takes place 6 
months after graduation.    

 

 Stagiaire Oceanographic Services, Marine Institute 
 ‘working on boats’, Canada 
 Fish Health Biologist, Marine Harvest Donegal 
 Internship, Marine Dimensions, Wicklow 
 Working, Irish Whale and Dolphin Group, Kilrush  
 Seasonal work, Fisheries Board, Mayo 
 Aquarist, Galway Aquarium   
 Researcher, Aquafact, Galway 
 Park Ranger Cape Verde Islands, SOS Tartarugas 
 Research Assistant, Ryan Institute, NUI Galway 
 Marine Education Officer, Bermuda Marine Station 
 Advisor and Trainer for Environmental Development 

- Sea Ecology, Philippines (Germany Development 
Agency Foreign Aid program) 

 Marine Scientist, Techworks Marine Ltd, Dublin 
 
 

Deciding on your Career 
 
Choosing a career after university can extremely difficult 
and any long-term decisions should not be made lightly. 
While some people have already planned a career even 
before arriving at university, others will have only a 
vague idea of what they intend to do, or perhaps even no 
idea at all. Pick up our Exploring your Options, and 
Researching Careers Information Online FAQs and ask 
for details on completing an interest test. 
 
There are also links to psychometric tests 
at:http://www.nuigalway.ie/career-development-
centre/servicesforstudents/job/testsandassessmentcentres/ 
 

Resources in the Careers Information Room 
 
Our Job Sector files contain a range of information about 
working in a specific sector – from job descriptions to 
professional associations. At the back of each (where 
possible) are advertised jobs so that you can look through 
requirements of previously advertised jobs.  
 
We also have a range of reference books covering science 
including: 

Careers in Environmental Conservation 
Green Volunteers – World Guide to Voluntary Work 
Summer Jobs Abroad 
Careers with a Science Degree 
Alternative Careers in Science 

 
We also have a range of titles to reference on taking 
psychometric tests, going for interview, writing a CV or 
personal statement… and much more.  
 

Drop into our information room and we will be happy to 
assist you – there’s no need to book an appointment to 
browse through our resources.  
 

Be sure and pick up our free booklets ‘Your CV’ and 
‘Interview Skills’. 
. 

 
 
 

Useful websites 
 

We have found that the following websites contain 
relevant and interesting information on opportunities with 
a degree in Marine Science. 
 
 www.nuigalway.ie/careers    
 http://mri.nuigalway.ie  
 www.marine.ie  
 www.marine.ie/Home/about/jobs/profiles 
 www.smartseaschool.com  
 www.science.ie  
 www.bim.ie  

 
Europe 
 www.emsa.europa.eu/work/jobs/vacancies.html  
 www.earthworks-jobs.com/oceanogr.htm   
 www.newscientistjobs.com/graduate  
 www.wildlifetrusts.org  
 www.careersatsea.org  
 
Abroad 
 www.whoi.edu/  
 www.marinecareers.net/  
 
The following have gathered other marine-related links: 
 http://www.peterbrueggeman.com/ocean/career.html   
 http://life.bio.sunysb.edu/marinebio/mblinks.html  
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