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Science is one of our most popular degrees at NUI Galway 
with record numbers applying each year. This is due to 
the range of innovative and market-led degree courses 
available in the College of Science and the excellent career 
opportunities available for our graduates. 

Science and scientists are ever more crucial to the 
development of global society and the global economy.

Our scientists are breaking new ground in all research 
areas. This innovation feeds into our teaching, giving 
students a learning experience that is informed by current 
research methods and discoveries.

NUI Galway’s Science courses are structured yet flexible so 
you can explore your interests and passions by undertaking 
either the Bachelor of Science degree or choosing from our 
range of Science degrees.

Our academic scientists are passionately committed  
to excellence in research and education, and look  
forward to welcoming you to NUI Galway.
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Biotechnology, Biopharmaceutical Chemistry and 
Environmental Health and Safety have built-in placement 
elements of 4 – 6 months duration for their students either in 
industry or in laboratory settings. Placements allow students 
to grow their independent, self-directed learning skills and 
provide opportunities to gain work experience and valuable 
skill sets outside the formal teaching environment.

Science students have opportunities to contribute in many ways to 
community-based initiatives involving scientific communication and 
education, either as part of their academic programme or on a voluntary 
basis. For example, our students are key contributors in the annual Galway 
Science and Technology Festival, one of the largest Science Festivals  
in Ireland, which is a vibrant two-week celebration of the fascination  
of Science and  brings 20,000 visitors to the NUI Galway campus.

PLACEMENT

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERING

MOST INFLUENTIAL SCIENTISTS

STUDY ABROAD OPPORTUNITIES

Earth and Ocean Sciences, Marine Science, 
Environmental Science and Botany & Plant 
Science have field skills training.  Opportunities 
such as Ship Time (where students undertake 
a trip on the Celtic Explorer), field trips and 
Botanical Field Skills are available.

FIELD WORK

Students from the College of Science have an opportunity to spend 
a Semester of their 3rd year in one of the following Universities.

John Carroll University (JCU) 
Study Abroad Scholarship, Ohio, USA
JCU is listed within the top 10 Midwest regional 
universities for more than 20 consecutive years.

Hong Kong University of Science 
and Technology (HKUST) 
The HKUST is rated among the top 3 Chinese universities. 
The official language of the university is English.

University of California, USA (UC) 
8 Campuses to chose from, the campuses are routinely 
ranked among the best in the world and many programmes 
are ranked among the top 10 at all American Public and 
Private Universities.

www.nuigalway.ie/studyabroad/



 

College of Science Programmes

•  For students who like Mathematics, Economics and other subjects in the financial area.

•  Study Financial Economics, Actuarial Mathematics and Statistics.

•  The demand for students with knowledge of financial markets and how they operate is 
huge, with excellent employment opportunities for graduates.

Bachelor of Science (Financial Mathematics and Economics)
CAO Code: GY309, CAO Points (2016): 505 

•  NUI Galway is Ireland’s leading university for Biomedical Science, so you will have access 
to top researchers and the very latest facilities.

•  Learn about the structure and function of the human body, and gain an insight into the 
treatment of diseases.

•  Galway is one of four global hubs for the Biomedical Science industry, so job opportunities 
for graduates are excellent.

Bachelor of Science Degree
CAO Code: GY301, CAO Points (2016): 400

Bachelor of Science (Biomedical Science)
CAO Code: GY303, CAO Points (2016): 525

Bachelor of Science (Biotechnology)
CAO Code: GY304, CAO Points (2016): 475

Bachelor of Science (Environmental Science)
CAO Code:GY308, CAO Points (2016): 420

•  Biotechnology students benefit from a focused and closely mentored course.

•  Undertake a three month laboratory placement in Europe or North America.

•  New technologies have enabled modern biotechnology to become an important part  
of the “smart economy” in areas such as healthcare, agriculture and the environment.

•  Biotechnologists find ready employment in rewarding jobs across this growing “smart economy”.

• Environmental Science addresses major challenges facing today’s world by developing 
novel approaches to solving environmental problems.   

 • NUI Galway is an ideal base for studying issues of environmental concern, with a 
hinterland containing some of the most pristine habitats in Europe.   

 • The demand for environmental scientists is constantly growing with career opportunities 
in environmental consultancy, industry and a range of environmental agencies.  

•  This is the most popular degree in the 
College of Science.

•  This degree allows you to specialise 
step by step as you progress from 
year to year. It is the ideal choice for 
students who want to explore their 
scientific interests further before 
committing to a particular specialism.

•  With clear pathways to eighteen 
different degree-level specialisations 
across the full range of scientific 
activities, this degree is also a great 
choice for students who already have 
one of these destinations in mind.

Choose your honours degree:

•  Anatomy
•  Applied Mathematics
•  Biochemistry
•  Botany and Plant Science
•  Chemistry
•  Computing
•  Earth and Ocean Sciences
•  Mathematics
•  Mathematics and Applied Mathematics
•  Mathematical Studies and Computing
•  Mathematics and Computing
•  Medicinal Chemistry 
•  Microbiology

•  Pharmacology
•  Physics and Applied Physics
•  Physiology
•  Plant and AgriBiosciences
•  Zoology



 

•  The only denominated Marine Science degree in Ireland - students come from all over the 
country to study this programme.

•  The stunning Martin Ryan Marine Science Institute offers you the best facilities and 
resources for Marine Science.

• Graduates are working worldwide in research, education and consultancy roles.

•  This course combines specific areas of Chemistry and Biology.

•  The biopharmaceutical industry is an increasingly important player in the Irish economy.

•  Graduates of the degree have skills that are tailored to meet the needs of this industry.

•  Students can benefit from a six month placement in an industrial or academic laboratory.

•  Students are provided with the knowledge and tools to have a rewarding career in ensuring 
the welfare and well-being of people at work, and their work environment.

•  A seven month work placement as part of the course gives students the chance to 
experience life as an environmental health and safety professional.

• There are excellent career opportunities for graduates across manufacturing, pharmachem, 
construction, consultancy and regulatory bodies.

• Provides students with a solid foundation in the Mathematical Sciences.

•  Students get the opportunity to specialise in areas of their interest within Mathematics, 
Applied Mathematics, Statistics and Bioinformatics.

•  Many graduates are employed in the financial services, the IT industry and software 
development.

•  If you have an enquiring mind, and are interested in discovering how things work, then this  
could be the course for you.

•  Have the opportunity to study an exciting range of specialist options and gain valuable  
numerical, computational and problem solving skills.

•  A degree in physics provides excellent training for employment in high technology industries.

Bachelor of Science (Earth and Ocean Sciences)
CAO Code: GY314   CAO Points (2016): 410

Bachelor of Science (Marine Science)
CAO Code: GY310

Bachelor of Science (Biopharmaceutical Chemistry)
CAO Code: GY318   CAO Points (2016): 500

Bachelor of Science (Environmental Health and Safety)
CAO Code: GY313   CAO Points (2016): 315

Bachelor of Science (Mathematical Science)
CAO Code: GY319   CAO Points (2016): 470

Bachelor of Science (Physics – degree options in  
Applied Physics, Astrophysics, Biomedical, Theoretical)
CAO Code: GY320 CAO Points (2015) - 425  

• This is a unique course in Ireland that combines the study of Earth and Ocean processes.

• Galway is uniquely situated with easy access to the outstanding landscapes of the Burren, 
Connemara and the Atlantic Ocean, all of which are used in teaching via field trips 
and applied learning.

• A degree is EOS allows for a varied career paths from environmental monitoring and  
management to mineral and oil exploration, both in Ireland and abroad.
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