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28.

my immaturity and vulnerability and ignorance, | knew | had to get away. The
workman gave me 10 shillings, and | hid it in my wellington boots.

| decided to try to escape. One Saturday, on 13 August 1966 when the Sisters
were at lunch, | asked the Nun for the keys for upstairs, on the pretext of
washing my hair, so we could get to a cell at the front of the building without
barred windows. | persuaded another girl, whom | will call Kathleen, to come
with me. The room was on the first floor. We opened the window and jumped
out. When | fell, | hurt my ankle, but | managed to hobble out. We had
planned to go and meet the workmen who said they would be waiting for us at
the station, but they weren't. We walked across the city to Saint Finbarr's
Hospital to look for a job. It was a training hospital. It seems unbelievable
now, but we told the nun in charge, Sister Finian, that we’'d run away from the
Laundry. Of course, she called the police, who came and took us back to the
Magdalene Laundry.

When we arrived back at the Laundry, the Sisters wouldn’t take us back in, so
the police took us back to the Hospital. Sister Finian gave Kathleen and me a
job in the kitchen, and for a while we felt safe.

The Good Shepherd Magdalene Laundry
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On 4 November 1966, two officials from the Irish Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Children (ISPCC, the successor of the NSPCC), a man and a
woman, arrived at the Hospital. Sister Finian told me to go with them. The
man, Inspector William O’Callaghan, was a very nasty character. He took
great satisfaction in telling me that because | had run away from the Laundry,
he was going to send me to a place that was even worse. The woman never
said a word. It reminded me of when Sister Enda said | was going to be
locked up for a long time. | didn't really say anything. At the time | thought
they were the police and didn’t think there was anything | could do. There
was a man in uniform threatening me. | was terrified.

Inspector O’Callaghan took me to the Magdalene Laundry in the convent of
the Good Shepherd Sisters in Sunday’s Well, Cork and left me there with the
Sisters. | remember arriving there. It was a big place with a couple of steps
going up to it. W= went in and Inspector O’Callaghan was doing all of the
talking, and went, without saying anything to me. One of the sisters said,
“Right, we're going to call you Enda”. When | said “my name’s not Enda, it's
Betty NI, she said “forget Betty Il here you'll be Enda’. Then
they ran a bath for me and said | had to get in. There was disinfectant in the
bath. They put a towel around my shoulders and cut off all my hair with
shears. They then took my clothes and gave me a uniform which was like a
biblical sack, in a browny colour (which is what | had to wear the whole time |
was there). | didn’t say anything — what could | say? | was annoyed and
angry and frightened, but couldn’t show it.

The name was the worst thing. Enda is a boy’s name and it was also the
name of my tormentor, Sister Enda. | absolutely hated that name. From then
on, whenever they would call me Enda | would yell that my name was not
Enda! | hated it. | was constantly stressed and in trouble, and | could never
work out why as | didn'’t feel | had done anything wrong.
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What we've got isn’t good enough. We don't even have a proper apology — |
feel like the apology was something, but it wasn’t enough for what we went
through. | was degraded. A proper apology would accept that our rights were
violated and that the State was responsible. But they can’t own up to that. |
also feel like | have been short-changed financially. | know that Justice
Quirke was told not to consider human rights violations when coming up with
the amounts that should be paid through the Scheme. We never got the
proper healthcare that we were promised under Justice Quirke’'s Scheme. |
feel like they're laughing at us, and are happy to get away with it. | genuinely
believe that if it had happened to their sisters, or mothers, or aunts, it would
be a different story. | also bhelieve that as politicians they haven't fought hard
enough for us as | don'’t think they care. People will say the right words but
they haven’t even fought for us. It is not easy when we didn't have our
education. Sometimes | get flustered or find it difficult to deal with the
Government on these issues, but | have to keep trying.

| don’t ever want to let the State, the Church, or any other future organisation
to have control over Irish society and children and women as they did in the
past. | don’'t want them ever to have sole access to the livelihoods of people
like me ever agairi. If it did arise again, | would want men to be brought to
book for those women who they left with babies. It's also not just the Church:
they played their part, but they were allowed to do it. They did a terrible
disservice to the Irish people and particularly to us “fallen women” and the
State did not protect us. There have now been consecutive Irish Governments
who are in denial and are not looking at the position properly.

| know | will carry this to the grave. Having been in the Laundries is part of my
life. It's impossible to forget horrible things that happened to you in the past. |
don't think | need to forgive them. It was me who was violated. | was violated
in every aspect of my life by these “good people”. While there were some
nice nuns, who were genuine and sincere, they couldn’t do anything to protect
me. It's all bullying. The Irish Government still bully me — they know they're
in the position of the power. They underestimate us and they undermine me.
They think because they deprived us of an education then they can keep us
down.

Ireland failed to protect me and thousands of other women like me against
abuse in the Magdalene Laundries. It permitted me to be subjected to torture,
inhuman and degrading treatment and punishment, servitude and forced
labour in violation of its own laws and of its international obligations, including
the United Nations Convention against Torture 1984.

For this reason, | ask the United Nations Committee against Torture to
condemn Ireland’s failure to comply with its obligations under the Convention.

Statement of truth
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| believe that the facts stated in this statement are true.
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Signed: .-f/(h)a,l/wm [Q{K}PW\J Dated: 1 . O . &018/
Elizabeth Coppin
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