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The concept of sustainable consumption has recently attracted considerable attention and debate in social-scientific sustainability research. For example, Tim Jackson's report Prosperity Without Growth: Economics for a finite planet (2009) reveals the significant consequences of rising consumption in many parts of the world and argues for an alternative path to prosperity that does not depend on unlimited growth. These proposals contrast with recent policy initiatives in Ireland and elsewhere which are aimed at ‘greening’ the use of goods and services to minimise their environmental impact.
Proposals to make consumption patterns more sustainable have received mixed responses from social scientists, policy makers and advocates. Some commentators argue that ‘business-as-usual’ approaches are no longer tenable and that a radical re-structuring of the current economic system of production and consumption is necessary to achieve significant reductions in resource use. This contrasts with views of sustainable consumption as the most achievable goal.
The design and implementation of sustainable consumption policies appears to be yet another stumbling block. Mont and Plepys (2008) observe a ‘noticeable lack of strategies that conceive ways of shifting from a material-intensive consumer culture to a society with less materialistic aspirations’ (p. 531).
The workshop will examine recent conceptual and empirical developments in the social-scientific investigation of sustainable consumption and explore their relevance to policy and practice. The influence of social, cultural and political factors on the transition to more sustainable production and consump​tion patterns will receive particular attention. The workshop will be the sixth in the SSRC-funded workshop series Society, Culture and the Environment. Previous events have been successful in bringing together social scientists from Ireland and abroad who share an interest in sustainability research. 

The two-day workshop will start off with a series of plenary sessions on Friday, 26 March 2010, 2-6pm in Áras Moyola, NUI, Galway. These presentations will be open to academics, students, members of the public, NGO representatives and activists. The academic workshop session on Saturday, 27 March 2010, will facilitate paper presentations (20 minutes) and in-depth roundtable discussions on a number of key issues in the field of sustainable consumption research. Attendance is free of charge. 

List of confirmed plenary speakers:

Michael Goodman (Senior lecturer in Geography, King’s College London, UK)
Martin Phillipson (Associate professor & Associate Dean of Research and Graduate Studies, College of Law, University of Saskatchewan, Canada)
Henrike Rau (Lecturer in Political Science and Sociology, NUI, Galway, ConsEnSus)

Frances Fahy (Lecturer in Geography, NUI, Galway, ConsEnSus)
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