SEGH 2010 Report
The SEGH 2010 International Conference and Workshops of the Society for Environmental Geochemistry and Health (www.segh.net) on Environmental Quality and Human Health was successfully held in Galway, Ireland during June 27-July 2, 2010 (www.nuigalway.ie/segh2010). The International Medical Geology Association (IMGA, www.medicalgeology.org) provided a short course and supported a session in SEGH 2010.
The main theme of SEGH 2010 “Environmental Quality and Human Health” is one of the most challenging issues that human beings are currently facing. SEGH 2010 provided an internationally leading forum for interaction between scientists, consultants, and public servants engaged in the multi-disciplinary areas of environment and health. 
An informative conference programme was provided with a ceremony and a special session for the lifetime achievement award to Prof. Iain Thornton. There was also an organized conference session of “house dust”. There were two workshops  of MULTITUDE (Multiple Links Towards Integrating Teams for Understanding of Disease and Environment) and “Vapour  Behaviour and Assessment at Contaminated Sites - Risks Posed to Human Health” running in parallel with the conference sessions. The oral presentation sessions included topics of agricultural pollution; air pollution and health; bioavailability and bio-accessibility; climate change impact; contaminated land; epidemiology; food contamination; GIS mapping and spatial analysis; heavy metals and metalloids; house dust; impact of traffic and transportation; medical geology; POPs, Pesticides, Dioxins; soil geochemistry; special session for Professor Iain Thornton; urban geochemistry; waste and waste management and water pollution.

SEGH 2010 attracted a historical number of 263 delegates from 39 countries/regions. Including accompanying persons and exhibitors, the total number of participants was 291. The number of student delegates was 74, accounting for 28% of the total delegates. The total number of presentations was 241, with 158 oral presentations (including workshop presentations; student: 27) and 83 posters (student: 23). Awards were made to two best student oral presentations and one best student poster.
Social programmes included a BBQ welcome reception with live Irish music and a banquet with live Irish music and dancing. The fieldtrip was made to a contaminated sports ground of South Park in Galway and a historic Pb-Zn mining site of Silvermines.

Selected conference photos and a video are downloadable from SEGH 2010 website: www.nuigalway.ie/segh2010. For more information, please contact:
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