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• Tacit Knowledge Opaque knowledge, 

unrealized, unconscious, embedded.

• Traditional Ecological Knowledge Not just 
fishers – other examples include farmers and 
even you and me!

• Fishers’ Ecological knowledgeA subtheme of 
both the above, but not the whole story. 
Fishers’ Knowledge is more than simply 
ecological.
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Fishers’ Strategies 

Fishers’ Information

natural science
info/data

socio-economic 
info/data

Possibly very important but how much studied?
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Summary Map showing 
Northern Cod migrations 
derived from fishers’ knowledge 
research. Black solid lines
represent the northward 
spring/summer migration  of 
Gulf Cod. Dotted lines indicate 
areas of uncertainty. Purple 
lines represent movements of 
Northern (2J3KL) Cod.
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Most fishers don’t like catching 
prawn.
•Boring
•Less skill
•More expensive (tailing)
•Less valuable

Most fisheries managers want 
ecosystems closer to historical ones.
•Weren’t nephrop dominated!
•Fish dominated – cod!

Do fishers and fisheries managers 
have the will for this? Is it even 
possible?
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