	EU-CHINA DIALOGUE SEMINAR ON HUMAN RIGHTS

Ratification and Implementation of the ICCPR;

and Right to Health

The Hague, 8th – 9th November 2004




Agenda

Note on working methods: The EU-China Dialogue Seminars aim to create a space for constructive discussion on human rights issues between European and Chinese stakeholders.  In relation to each specific issue, discussions should draw on three strands:

· examination of international standards, 

· examination of current local law and practice on point, and 

· examples of best practice / alternatives to current practice.

Presentations are not expected to be very long (suggested duration 10 minutes), in order to allow for in-depth discussion and input of all experts on each topic.
Monday 8th November 2004

08:40      Registration
09:00
Opening Formalities
Brief welcoming remarks:

· Mr. Piet de Klerk, Ambassador at large for Human Rights, MFA, The Netherlands.
· Mr. Micha Ramakers, Delegation of the European Commission in China. 
· Professor Wang Jiafu, Director of Centre of Human Rights Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, China.

· Professor William A. Schabas, Director, Irish Centre for Human Rights, NUI Galway, Ireland.

10:00

Coffee break and Photo call.

10:15

Working groups

Working Group 1.  Ratification and Implementation of ICCPR.

 Chairpersons:  Professor Chen Zexian, Deputy Director of Institute of Law, CASS
  Professor William A. Schabas, Director, Irish Centre for Human Rights, NUI Galway.
	Issue A.  State practice with respect to reservations and declarations.

· Mr. Miko Lempinen, Abo Akademi University
· Associate Professor Sun Shiyan, Institute of Law, CASS
· Dr. Olivier de Frouville, Université Paris X, Nanterre.
· Dr.Yu Shaoxiang, Beijing DongFang Public Interests and Litigation law Firm

· Discussion and formulation of recommendations


Working Group 2.
Right to Health

Chairpersons: Professor Liu Hainian, Director of Centre for Human Rights Studies, 
                       CASS.

                        Dr. André Pereira, Universidade de Coimbra, Portugal.

	Issue A. The Right to Health in International Law.  (Highest attainable standards of physical and mental health with special reference to epidemic, endemic, occupational and other diseases.  Refer to article 12 ICESCR)

· Ms. Judith Bueno de Mesquita, HRC, University of Essex.
· Professor Long Yifei, Renmin University of China.
· Dr. Yuwen Li, SIM, University of Utrecht.
· Discussion and formulation of recommendations.


12.30 Lunch

13.30 Working Groups reconvene.

Working Group 1: Ratification and Implementation of ICCPR.

Chairpersons:  Professor Chen Zexian, Deputy Director of Institute of Law, CASS
Professor William A. Schabas, Director, Irish Centre for Human Rights, NUI Galway.

	Issue B.  Compare the derogations mechanisms of the main international human rights treaties: the ICCPR, the ECHR.

· Professor Kevin Boyle, HRC, University of Essex

· Professor Chen Zexian, Institute of Law, CASS.

· Professor Marco Pedrazzi, University of Milan

· Discussion and formulation of recommendations


Working Group 2:
Right to Health

Chairpersons: Dr. Joshua Castellino, Irish Centre for Human Rights, NUI Galway.

                       Professor Liu Hainian, Director of Centre for Human Rights Studies, 
                       CASS.
	Issue B. Stigma and discrimination against people with HIV/AIDS in the workplace, in healthcare facilities, in accessing treatment and in society.

· Dr. André Pereira, Universidade de Coimbra, Portugal 
· Professor Li Dun, Chinese Association of STD & AIDS Prevention and Control
· Ms. Madeleen Wegelin, Royal Tropical Institute/International Consortium of Stigma Research  in Amsterdam.
· Mr. Yu Dongbao, National Center for AIDS/STD Control and Prevention, Chinese Centre for Disease Control and Prevention, Chinese Ministry of Health.
· Mr. James Welsh, Health & Human Rights Team, Amnesty International, UK.
· Discussion and formulation of recommendations


15.30 
Coffee break

15.45
 Working Groups reconvene

Working Group 1:
Ratification and Implementation of ICCPR.

Chairpersons:  Professor Chen Zexian, Deputy Director of Institute of Law, CASS

Professor William A. Schabas, Director, Irish Centre for Human Rights, NUI Galway
	Issue C.   State practice with respect to derogations.

· Dr. Angelika Siehr, Humboldt University, Berlin

· Associate Professor He Zhipeng, Jilin University.

· Professor Cees Flinterman, SIM, University of Utrecht.

· Mr. Fang Xiang, Department of China Law Society.

· Discussion and formulation of recommendations.


Working group 2:
Right to Health

Chairpersons: Professor Liu Hainian, Director of Centre for Human Rights Studies, 
                       CASS.
                        Dr. Joshua Castellino, Irish Centre for Human Rights, NUI Galway.
	Issue C.  Roles and Responsibilities of Health Professionals in relation to the right to Health.

· Dr. Julian Sheather, British Medical Association, UK.
· Mr. Lu Yanbin, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences.

· Discussion and formulation of recommendations.




17.45 End of Session

******************************END DAY ONE*************************

1900
Drinks reception followed by Dinner at 1945 in The Kurhaus.
Tuesday 9th November

08.30 Working Groups continue discussions

Working Group 1:
Ratification and Implementation of ICCPR.

Chairpersons:  Professor Chen Zexian, Deputy Director of Institute of Law, CASS

                        Professor Cees Flinterman, SIM, University of Utrecht.
	Issue D:  Compare and contrast the views of the International Law Commission with those of the Human Rights Committee with respect to Reservations  to Treaties.

· Professor Alexandre Sicilianos, University of Athens.
· Professor Zhao Haifeng, Harbin Institute of Technology.
· Ms.Anna Natalie Schulz, Poznan Human Rights Centre, Poland

· Discussion and formulation of recommendations


Working Group 2: 
Right to Health

Chairpersons: Professor Liu Hainian, Director of Centre for Human Rights Studies, 
                       CASS.
                        Dr. Yuwen Li, SIM, University of Utrecht.
	Issue D:  What are the legal obligations of the State to vulnerable groups, such as minors in cases where the parents are deceased or critically ill as a result of HIV/AIDs and their caregivers? 

· Professor Zhang Mingjie, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences.

· Dr. Joshua Castellino, Irish Centre for Human Rights, NUI Galway.
· Professor Liu Hainian, Director of Centre for Human Rights Studies, CASS.

· Professor Huang Dongli, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences.

· Discussion and formulation of recommendations.


10.15
Coffee Break

10.30 
Working Groups reconvene

Working Group 1:
Ratification and Implementation of ICCPR.

Chairpersons:  Professor Cees Flinterman, SIM, University of Utrecht.

                         Professor Chen Zexian, Deputy Director of Institute of Law, CASS

	Issue E:  What impact has the individual petition mechanism of the first optional protocol had upon the ability of States to place restrictions on the rights protected by the ICCPR ?
· Mr. Teng Wei, National People’s Congress of China.
· Discussion and formulation of recommendations


Working Group 2:
Right to Health

Chairpersons:   Dr. Yuwen Li, SIM, University of Utrecht.
                  Professor Liu Hainian, Director of Centre for Human Rights Studies, CASS.
	Issue E:  The relationship between intellectual property rights  (patents) and access to treatment for HIV/AIDS: human rights perspectives.

· Dr. Pablo Zapatero, Universidad Carlos III de Madrid

· Professor Zhang Xu, Law School of Jilin University.

· Discussion and formulation of recommendations


12.30 Lunch

13.30 Working Groups reconvene.

Working Group 1:
Ratification and Implementation of ICCPR.

Chairpersons:  Professor Chen Zexian, Deputy Director of Institute of Law, CASS

                  Professor Cees Flinterman, SIM, University of Utrecht.
	Issue F.  What impact do reservations and derogations have on the development of the provisions of the ICCPR into customary international law?

· Professor William A. Schabas, Irish Centre for Human Rights, NUI Galway
· Professor Zhang Shaoyan, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences.
· Mr. Miles Hogan, RWI, Sweden.

· Professor Zhao Xuegang, Chinese University of Political Science and Law.
· Discussion and formulation of recommendations.


Working Group 2:
Right to Health

Chairpersons: Professor Liu Hainian, Director of Centre for Human Rights Studies, 
                       CASS.
                        Dr. Yuwen Li, SIM, University of Utrecht.
	Issue F.  Drawing from case examples, what can be determined as ‘best practice’ with regard to HIV/AIDs awareness and education?

· Mr. Ernst Buning, Quest for Quality, Amsterdam.

· Mr.Han Lei, China National Children’s Centre. 
· Discussion and formulation of recommendations.


15.0 Coffee break

15.15  
Plenary Session: Reports of the Working Groups and Closing Session.

Reports and discussion on:


Working Group 1.

· Chinese Rapporteur, Professor Sun Shiyan, Institute of Law, CASS
· EU Rapporteur, Mr. Miko Lempinen, Abo Akademi University, Finland.
· Discussion and adoption of recommendations.

Working Group 2.

· EU Rapporteur, Ms. Judith Bueno de Mesquita, HRC, University of Essex.
· Chinese Rapporteur, Professor Feng Jun, Institute of Law, CASS
· Discussion and adoption of recommendations.

Closing Remarks of:

· 
Professor William A. Schabas, Director, Irish Centre for Human Rights, NUI Galway, Ireland.

· Professor Liu Hainian, Director of Centre of Human Rights Studies, CASS
· Mr. Miguel Amado, EuropeAid Cooperation Office, European Commission.
· Ambassador Xue Hanqin, Embassy of China, The Netherlands.
· Mr. Piet de Klerk, Ambassador at large for Human Rights, MFA, The Netherlands.
17.15 End of Session
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