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I
Originating from Africa and spreading across the world, AIDS has become the most serious public hygeian problem endangering all parts of the world, infringing upon people’s right to health and life, imperiling the survival and development of human beings. According to the figure publicized in Annual Report on Global Prevalence of AIDS of 2003, in 2003, 5 million were newly infected with HIV; 3 million died of AIDS; 2003 then turn into the year with the highest incidence rate and mortality of HIV/AIDS. Presently, 14,000 AIDS patients are added everyday and 8,000 died of AIDS in the world. Up to the end of 2003, HIV/AIDS suffers had already reached 40 million, among which are 25 million children below 15, the hope and future of human beings. The Epidemic of AIDS is not only a problem of sanitation, but also of international politics, just as what said by Kofi A. Annan, UN Secretary General.
II

There are 840,000 HIV/AIDS suffers in China so far, among which are 80,000 AIDS patients, since the first AIDS case was reported in 1985. At present, the position of spread and epidemic is very critical, whose characteristics are: 1. affects very abroad areas and suffers persons in 31 provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities; 2. the increasing tendency is rather obvious. Statistics indicated that in 15 years between 1985 and 2000, 496 persons were reported to death of AIDS, but 716 died in two years 2001 and 2002; 3. the prevalence of AIDS is failed to be checked in highly- dangerous groups; 4. sufferers are mainly young persons, 53.6 per cent between 20 and 29; most of the suffers are distributed in rural depressed areas. From a global perspective, although the situation of AIDS is under low prevalence, but the figure of suffers ranks second in Asia and 14th worldwide because of the large population. In particular, AIDS cases reports have been on quick increase in recent years; If not effectively reined in, the suffers will exceed 10 million by 2010 and the GDP will suffer total losses of as much as 40 billion Yuan, that will lead to aggrandizement of poor, unemployed, uneducated and needy populations, and give rise to social discrimination, panic and crimes, impacting on social stability.
III

The crucial situation of the spread of AIDS threatening directly Chinese people’s right to health and life. For the sake of checking the prevalence, Chinese government established a basic strategic of ‘giving priority to prevention, propaganda and education, integrating prevention and treatment, giving attention to both behavior and essence, administrating comprehensively’, and took a series of measures:
1. Government attached much attention to mobilization nationwide; organized social strength to put firm and effective prevention and treatment into practice. On December 1st, 2003, World AIDS Day, Premier Wen Jiabao looked in AIDS patients in Ditan Hospital, talking and shaking hands with them, declared on be half of Chinese government that the government would carry out a policy of ‘Four Exemption’, that was: providing anti-HIV treatment freely, processing anonymous HIV examinations freely, actualizing the interdiction between mothers and babies, affording AIDS orphans education. In this year, Vice- Premier Wu Yi and other central and local officials went into the areas with high incidence and AIDS patients to condole on them and do investigation and research. All these is propitious to arose public care of AIDS patients, to eliminate discrimination, to reduce fear and enhance people’s consciences of self-help and confidence defeating AIDS.
2. Constituted statutes involving the prevention and treatment of AIDS, on the basis of improving cognition. Since 1995, lots of laws were established such as Donating Blood Law, Regulations on Administration of Blood Products, Information regarding Enhancing the work of Prevention and Treatment of AIDS, Regulations on Administrations of release and decease of expenses of Medical Treatment of AIDS and Familiar Incident Contagions, Regulations on Supervision and Administration of AIDS, Opinion concerning the Administration of HIV/AIDS, and so forth. Chinese State Council instituted Middle- long-term Planning on Prevention and Control of AIDS in China (1998-2010) and Planning of Act on checking, preventing and curing AIDS (2001-2005).
3. Founded ‘Coordinating Conference. System on Prevention and Treatment of AIDS/ STD’ in 1996, and set down an special office, to put the laws and regulations concerning the prevention and treatment of AIDS into practice; in 2002, ‘State coordinating Office Committee of AIDS’ was established. There are Chinese Ministry of Health and other 33 Ministries and Committees participant the former System; the latter is charged by Premier Wu Yi, consisting of representatives from both ministries, committees and NGOs, academic institutes, enterprises and AIDS suffers.
4. With the promotion of civil preventing and caring of AIDS, a group of NGOs emerge as the times require, such as ‘National Foundation for AIDS/ STD Control and Prevention’, ‘National Centre for AIDS/ STD Control and Prevention’ and so on, together with other NGOs, such as China Foundation for Human Rights and so forth, become the most significant strength to prevent and cure AIDS.
5. Enhanced the propaganda of prevention and treatment of AIDS in entire work. Chinese government instituted Principles of the Propaganda and Education on the Prevention of AIDS and Outlines of Knowledge of Propaganda and Education on the Prevention of AIDS, via diverse media such as paper, publications, broadcast, TV and network, to propagandize knowledge of the prevention and treatment of AIDS. Central Communist Youth League, Ministry of Education together with Ministry of Health jointly initiated ‘Red Ribbon Works’, organizing the colleges to carry though propaganda in countryside during their summer holiday, which was welcome widely.
6. Increased the financial input to the prevention and Treatment of AIDS. Central finance set down a special outlay on prevention and Treatment of AIDS a long time ago, grounding a stated base for the fundamental research and bacteria exploitation of AIDS. In 2001, the special outlay added up to 100 million Yuan; 1.25 billion Yuan of national debt and 1 billion Yuan of local outfit were invested to promote the construction of blood stations and equipments. Central finance appropriated 10 billion Yuan not long ago to improve the conditions of treatment of AIDS. Local governments enlarged the devotion to the prevention and treatment of AIDS. Supervision places have developed to over 200 supported by local government. Their achievements provided dependable bases for the acquirement of information on AIDS and establishment of countermeasures.

IV

Chinese government has established and is establishing a series of legislation and policies, organizing and taking propagandistic and educational measures to strength the prevention and treatment of AIDS; consciousness of responsibility of officials were strengthened; public recognition was improved; however, the contagion hasn’t been checked entirely for the moment, still under the critical circumstances. These are owing to the broad dimensionality, the huge population, the unbalanced development, wide economic, social and the cultural gap between the urban and rural, the East and West, and the lack of attention of a few departments and regions. Taking the above into account, it’s necessary to take farter step to strengthen the prevention and treatment on the present basis contraposing to the main spreading approaches of AIDS: 1. to advance legalization and regularization of the collection of blood, implement the regulations on AIDS Examining strictly; 2. to clamp down and beat prostitution and whoredom, checking the spreading channel of sex actions; 3. to strengthen striking dug-selling, strictly prohibit drug-taking; 4. to take positive measures to cut off the spread between mothers and babies; 5. to popularize the knowledge concerning AIDS more broadly and deeply, keep cautious and easy, eliminate discrimination against HIV/AIDS, boost care for them and fight against the disease together; 6. both central and local governments to enlarge the input to offer an more abundance for scientific research, prevention and treatment of AIDS.
V

Prevention and treatment of AIDS having significant relationships with people’s right to health and life, are not only the obligation of Chinese government to people, but also its international obligation. The spread of diseases never has national boundaries. In the time with highly developed science and technology, accelerative economic globalization and tremendous aggrandizement of floating of population, every state should establish systems, develop scientific research, carry forward humanitarianism spirits of healing the wounded and rescueing the dying, support each other hand to hand, to check the spread of the disease. In the battle against AIDS, China has gained much care and assistance from international society, such as WHO, US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Ford Foundation, Save the Children (UK), Australian Red Cross, Amity Foundation, and relevant organizations from Germany, France, Japan, Korea, Luxemburg and so forth. European Union and its states members have highly developed science and technology, wealthy life, abundant funds, rich medical experiences, therefore we hope to promote better cooperation with EU and member states in this field.
I made remarks on last seminar on the right to health that we ought to protect intellectual rights and reasonable business profits, but should not hoard effective medicine for the prevention and treatment of AIDS as a rare commodity and to heighten the price, causing the masses, especially those in developing countries failure to afford it and access to treatment. On the protection of the right to health, international society is supposed to devote more affection, collaborate and work together with each us, to make our world more beautiful.
Please excuse me for repeating that.
� Professor of Institute of Law, Chinese Academy Social Sciences, Director of Centre for Human Rights Studies, CASS.
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