Welcome to Political Science & Sociology!

As you can see from the accompanying notes and Timetables we offer a wide range of academic courses. Some are specifically about Ireland others are international in theme, but all deal with issues that are regarded as important in today’s world. Whatever your interests (or your discipline) we hope that at least one of them is for you and that you will join with us in this semester’s programme. If you do decide to study with us the following points should be noted:-

1. The majority of course offered by the School are in the 3rd Year programme range.

You may note that there are both CORE, and OPTION courses available. There is no academic difference between these courses. All carry the same academic weighting of 5 ECTS (the standard, European wide system of academic accreditation to modules). The key difference between them is that the Option courses are elective (i.e. chosen by students). This distinction is relevant only to NUIG students and not to Visitors. Visitors may take any mixture of elective and core course modules.

2. The 2nd Year programme offers an opportunity to take up to three courses. (There are five modules available but two are elective only. With both running at the same times it is not possible to take both). Visiting students are also excused from taking 2nd Year seminars (obligatory for NUIG students).

3. All Core Course Lectures in both 2nd & 3rd Year modules start as and from week commencing 5th September, with introductory lectures during the first week. 3rd Year Option (Elective) courses start from the following week, as and from 12th September. (Check below for details of introductory lectures in core 2nd Year & 3rd Year modules.)

4. All 2nd & 3rd Year modules (including OPTIONS) are worth 5 ECTS each. 
5. The 1st Year programme is not semester based, but a year long one; i.e. it runs over the two semesters. This means that it is not possible to register for it unless you are here for the entire academic year.

6. You can register for as many or as few courses as you wish - there is no compulsory number for visiting students. You ought to be guided in this regard by your own interests, the requirements of your home institution, and your general needs.

7. Registering with the School itself is relatively straightforward. Just fill in the form provided in the next page, giving your name, ID, the module codes you wish to take, indicating your order of preference, and the total number of courses you require. Remember, registering with the College is a separate process and must be done in accordance with their instructions.
8. Before making your choices remember that there are a limited number of places in each 3rd Year Option for ALL students (including NUIG ones). We have, however, reserved one third of places in those Options for visiting students. 

Entry is on the basis of first come, first served! And you can take as many or as few Option courses as you wish. There are no number limits on core courses either.

9. When making your choices please bear the above in mind. Remember, you are not restricted to doing either/or 3rd or 2nd year courses etc.; you can do any combination of courses offered in both years. Just check that the times of your selected courses do not overlap.

10. Completed registration forms should be returned on Monday 5th September, to Room CA001 - Lecture Room, Cairnes Business School, from 2:00pm to 2:30 pm.

11. If you are an Erasmus/Socrates Student accredited to this Department please call to Michael Donnelly’s Office (Room 304, Aras Moyola*) at 11am, Monday 5th September.

Core Modules Semester 1 2011-12

SP 404 Development and Change 

Dr. Su-ming Khoo

SP 405 Contemporary Social Thought
Dr Mark Haugaard

Timetable:

	MODULE
	
	

	SP 404 Development and Change


	Tuesday 3-4pm

O’Flaherty Theatre
	Wednesday 4-5pm

O hEocha Theatre (AM250)

	SP 405 Contemporary Social Thought
	Monday 11-12am

O hEocha Theatre (AM250)
	Thursday 3-4pm

O hEocha Theatre (AM250)


Examinations in core modules:

Semester one core modules (like semester two core modules) are assessed by means of formal sit-down written examinations. Semester one examinations are organised and administered by the University Examinations Office and take place in the period from December 5th to December 16th inclusive.  Information about exact dates for individual examinations is available only from Examinations Office

Core Modules: short module descriptions

	Module
	Semester
	Contact hours/weekly
	
	 ECTS

	SP404
	     1
	       3
	    
	    5


Module description: Development and Change

Dr. Su-ming Khoo, Room 320 Aras Moyola


Dr Nata Duvvury, Room 219 Aras Moyola



This module provides a critical introduction to development studies, focusing on the meanings of ‘development’, and looking at different ways of thinking about, defining and measuring ‘progress’ or ‘good change’. We examine the different priorities that are expressed, contrasting economistic with feminist, humanistic and environmental approaches. The course begins with an overview of development theories, contrasting economistic perspectives such as 1) Modernization/ economic growth  and 2)  Structuralist / Neomarxist perspectives  with 3) Ethical/ Alternative  (feminist, humanistic and sustainable) perspectives encompassing Human Development, rights based development and sustainable development. 

We explore these theoretical contrasts with reference to three major development issues, examining the implications of these critiques and contrasting perspectives for policy and public action: 1) agriculture and food; 2) health  3) security. These issues illustrate and open out the debates between the different paradigms, using examples from Asia, Africa, Latin America and Europe.

The course theme: ‘critical and ethical development alternatives’ brings together the theoretical and substantive aspects of this course. Different perspectives on development arose as the historical and political context for world development changed over time. The course explains how different views on ‘development’ emerged, together with different ways of critically evaluating, defining and measuring progress. The contrasts between economistic versus non-economistic’ are developed through the discussion of the three key development issues.

Prerequisites: None                             

 Min./max. no. of students:  No restrictions apply.  

Teaching and learning methods: Lectures (2 hours per week) and 1 consultation hour per week

Assessment: The module is assessed by a two-hour exam. This exam is scheduled and administered by the University Examinations  Office. There will be a revision and exam preparation session at the end of each part of the module.
Languages of instruction:  English                     

Core texts:
Assigned readings
	Module
	Semester
	Contact hours/weekly
	
	 ECTS

	SP405
	     1
	       3
	      
	    5


Module description:  Contemporary Social Thought

Lecturer:  Dr. Mark Haugaard

Overview:

This module focuses on Social Theory.  Theories are an essential resource for social scientists.  It is useful to think of theory as a perspective, or a lens, that helps us to study and understand particular aspects of social life.  Different theoretical lenses foreground and focus upon different parts of the social world. For example, some theories highlight dynamics of power, others interpersonal relations, yet others social structures.  For this reason, it is important that as students and researchers, we fully understand the theoretical lenses that we use. 

The selection of appropriate and useful theory is vital when we are attempting to study a particular social setting.  In this module, we study a number of well-known theories, and explore what kinds of lens each provides us with for viewing the social world.  For each theory, we examine a number of questions, including but not restricted to: 

· How does this theory account for social order?  

· How is conflict understood? 

· How does this theory deal concepts of individual choice, free will and how does it conceptualize the traditional divide between “structure” and “agency”?  

· How are power and domination reproduced?

· What is the role of language in social life?  

Different social theories belong to different schools of thought. Each comes with its own set of assumptions and theoretical history.  Rather than evaluate different theories against each other, therefore, in this module we examine each relative to its specific problematic.  This helps us to appreciate the differences and complementarities afforded by a variety of social theories.  We will explore the work of the following authors: Steven Lukes, Antonio Gramsci, Talcott Parsons, Barry Barnes, Norbert Elias, Anthony Giddens, Pierre Bourdieu, Michel Foucault, Laclau and Mouffe, and Stewart Clegg among others.


Prerequisites: None
Min./max. no. of students:  No restrictions apply
Teaching and learning methods: Lectures (2 hours per week ) and I consultation hour per week

Languages of instruction:  English
Core text: Assigned readings.

Assessment: The module will be assessed by a two-hour exam. This exam is scheduled and administered by the University Examinations Office.

The standard deadline for submitting the final essay in an option module is 4.00 p.m. on Monday of the study week before semester 1 exams.
3rd Year Core Modules, Introductory Lectures
WEDS 7th SEPTEMBER
   4PM
   AM250
    

SP404




         (O hEocha Theatre)      DEVELOPMENT & CHANGE
THURS 8th   SEPTEMBER   3PM
   AM250  
         
            SP405      




     (O hEocha Theatre)     CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL THOUGHT
OPTION TIMETABLE:  SEMESTER 1, 2011-12
	Code
	Course
	Day
	Time
	Venue

	SP352
	US Politics

Donal Igoe
	Thurs.


	9-11

	MY328 Aras Moyol

	SP407
	Sociology of Work

Tony Varley
	Mon.
	2-4
	AC203 Concourse

	SP416
	Environmental Politics & Policy     Brendan. Flynn
	Weds.
	11-1
	MY333

	SP423
	Sociology of Deviance

Marilyn Moylan
	Mon.


	2-4
	MY306 Aras Moyola

	SP469
	Political Anthropology

Kathy Powell
	Tues
	10-12
	MY306 Aras Moyola

	SP456
	Korean Politics

Pete Morriss
	Thurs
	4-6
	MY328 Aras Moyola

	SP498.i
	Sociology of Religion

Vesna Malesevic
	Weds
	10-12
	MY306

	SP507.i
	Theories of the Welfare State. 

   Allyn Fives
	Mon.
	2-4
	CA115 Cairnes Building

	SP451.i
	Co-operation & Conflict

Peter Cush
	Mon
	12-2
	CA101 Cairnes Building

	SP585
	Comparing Nations and Cultures

Henrike Rau
	Wed
	12-2
	MY306 Aras Moyola

	SP590
	The Politics of Poverty

Kevin Ryan
	Mon 
	2-4
	CA001

	SP619
	Ageing, the Life Course and the Sociology of Wisdom

Ricca Edmondson
	Tues
	1-3
	CA107

	SP647.1
	Northern Ireland:  The Politics of a Divided Society

Michael Donnelly
	Tues

Wed.
	10.00

2.00
	IT250  IT Building

IT125G  IT Building

	SP458
	Reflections on Modernity

Mark Haugaard
	Tues
	1-3
	MY306  Aras Moyola



	SP690
	Development & Communities

Brian McGrath
	Tues
	12-2


	MY328 Aras Moyola



	SP693.1
	Ethnicity, Nationalism & the State

Michael Donnelly
	Thurs.
	11-1
	CA004 Cairnes Building

	SP695
	Social & Political Context of Activism and Advocacy

Su-ming Khoo
	Mon 
	2-4
	MY328, Aras Moyola

	SP698
	Transforming Children’s Services

PM. Garrett
	Mon
	2-4
	Sci  & Tech 118

	SP702
	Ireland:  A Changing Society

Marilyn Moylan
	Thurs
	1-3
	Larmor Theatre

	SP705.i
	Revisiting Violence:  Aggression and Abuse in Contemporary Irish Family and Institutional Life

Declan Coogan
	Weds
	2-4
	MY306

	SPL301
	The Politics of Peace and Conflict

Niall O Dochartaigh
	Mon
	12-2
	MY306 Aras Moyola

	SPL303
	Ethics in International Relations

Eilis Ward
	Weds
	9-11
	MY328

	SPL304
	Women, Men and the Economy: Critical Explorations of Theory and Policy

Nata Duvvury
	Weds
	2-4
	MY328

	SPL305
	Gender and Human Rights

Niamh Reilly
	Thurs 
	1-3
	MY306


Option Modules in Semester 1

Fuller descriptions of option modules can be obtained, in the form of course outlines, from our administrator, Kay Donohue, in MY308

Module description for SP352: US Politics
 Lecturer:  Donal Igoe
As well as being a major power, the U.S. political system commands our attention for theoretical reasons:  it is a highly decentralised system with important powers reserved to submits of the political system.   Moreover one possible unifying factor -a system of strong parties - is apparently absent.   So an important question arises:  the manner in which and the extent to which the U.S. political system produces a more or less coherent set of public policies.

Prerequisites: None

Min./max. no. of students:  Restrictions apply

Teaching and learning methods: Series of seminars.

Methods of assessment and examination:  two in-class exams (40%), and a 3,000 word essay on a topic approved by the instructor (60%).

Languages of instruction:  English
Core texts:  Assigned readings.

Module description for SP407:  Sociology of Work/Industrial Sociology 

Lecturer:  Tony Varley
In many respects work continues to be a central personal, social and political issue in the contemporary world. The meaning, nature and purpose of work in our lives are all issues of continuing debate and controversy. What light social science can throw on these issues is the main question to be addressed in this module.

The aims and objectives of the module are to:

symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h Introduce ideas useful in the analyzing organizations

symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h Encourage critical thought about organizations and the events that occur within them

symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h Stimulate critical consideration of organizations as social and political communities

symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h Facilitate understanding of organizations as lived and living entities.

Prerequisites: None

Min./max. no. of students:  Maximum 25 students

Teaching and learning methods: Seminars based on class participation

Languages of instruction:  English

Core text: Assigned readings.

Assessment: Continuous Assessment: Presentation, Comment on Readings, Mid Term Essay and Final Essay.

Module description for SP416:  Environmental Politics and Policy
Lecturer:  Brendan Flynn

Over the last three decades environmental policy has developed with an astonishing speed and complexity across liberal democratic states, and even developing nations. What were once seen as technical issues of public sanitation and simple common sense in planning matters during the earlier part of this century, are now deeply contested political disputes over the direction of economic progress and technology. What can account for this change? Are all states following a similar pattern of environmental policy and politics? Or are some going quite different routes? If so why? Has conventional politics co-opted or been radicalised by new Green parties and protest movements? In particular can we suggest what type of political approaches makes for a successful type of environmental policy, and what will be the likely central issues of the early next century? This module will take both a straightforward historical description of modern environmental policy and politics from the 1960s onwards, and also trace out some country by country similarities and differences. Particular states that will be examined, include America, Germany, Netherlands, Sweden, Japan, Brazil, and the East-European states. A special focus throughout will be given to Irish and EU perspectives. No core text is relied upon, instead a readings packs of selected material will be available. The module will be taught through a mixture of lectures and tutorials.

Prerequisites: None

Min./max. no. of students:  Restrictions apply

Teaching and learning methods: Series of seminars.

Methods of assessment and examination:  Assessment will be divided:  50% essay 1 (3,000 words);  50% Essay 2 (3,000 words)

Languages of instruction:  English
Core texts: Assigned readings

Module description for SP423:  Sociology of Deviance

Lecturer:  Marilyn Moylan
This module is an introduction to the Sociology of Deviance.  We will look at deviance conceptually, examining the social context in which deviant behaviour is defined and dealt with by society.  Some of the major contemporary social theories, both structural and process, that are used to explain deviance in society will be discussed.  Finally, we will analyze a number of specific forms of deviance found in society.  

Prerequisites: None

Min./max. no. of students:  Restrictions apply.

Teaching and learning methods: Series of seminars 

Methods of assessment and examination: mid term paper (30%) exam (20%); final paper (50%)

Languages of instruction:  English

Core text Assigned readings 

Module Description for SP451.I: Cooperation and Conflict
Lecturer: Peter Cush

The problem of Common-Pool Resources has continued to perplex social scientists. In many instances rational individuals who have a shared interest in maintaining the commons often fall short of this aim. Yet in other cases, successful management of the commons have been recorded. This has led to the development of an extensive literature on how to create an environment that can lead to the sustainable use of Common pool resources. This course aims to equip students with an understanding of the main concepts in Common-Pool Resource theory. We will commence by looking at the main definitions and classifications of Common-Pool Resources so students understand what they are and the forms they may take. Next we will examine the Tragedy of the Commons, the dominant social science framework for explaining why rational individuals fail to manage shared resources. Next we will look at cooperative action theory to explain how and why individuals can, in certain circumstances, successfully manage common resources. Then we will examine the role of external factors such as the state and the market and the potential threat they may pose to cooperative action. Finally we will look at empirical examples of successful and non successful management practices.
Learning Outcomes

On completion of this course students will be able to:

· Understand the definitions and different classifications of  Common-pool Resources

· Compare different theoretical approaches on the management of Common-Pool Resources
· Understand the critical role of the state in the process
· Apply theoretical ideas to understanding Common-Pool Resource management in Ireland

Prerequisites: none

Min/max no. of students: No restrictions

Teaching and learning methods: Series of seminars  

Method of assessment and examination: A mid term exam (15%), an end of term exam (15%), one end of term essay (60%) and active participation and presentation (10%).

Language of instruction: English

Core text: Assigned readings
Module description for SP456:  Korean Politics

The aim of this course will be to provide the student with a broad general knowledge of South Korean politics and society, with the opportunity to specialise in areas of special interest.  A subsidiary aim is to enable students to gain an understanding of a culture which is in some ways very different from Ireland, and in some ways intriguingly similar.


The main emphasis on this course will be on South Korean politics; but politics cannot be understood in ignorance of basic information about the history, sociology, economics, and mode of thought of the country.  Since I shall assume that students taking this course have absolutely no knowledge of Korea, it will be necessary to spend about half the course on this general background.  Whilst the main focus will be South Korea, we will also look briefly at what is known about North Korea.

Lecturer:   Pete Morriss
Prerequisites: None

Min./max. no. of students:  Restrictions apply  

Teaching and learning methods: Series of seminars 

Languages of instruction:  English
Method of assessment and examination:  20% for mid module essay;  60% for end of module essay;  and 20% for end of module exam.

Core Text:  Assigned readings 

Module description for SP458:  Reflections on Modernity
Lecturer:  Mark Haugaard
Sociology developed out of the need to theorize the contrast between traditional and modern society. In early sociology, modernity was considered dynamic and rational (Gesellschaft), in contrast with traditional society that was static and irrational (Gemeinschaft). Implicit in this was a normatively imbued perception of progress. However, coupled with this optimistic reading of modernity there was also a darker perception of modernity as the road to a disenchanted world, where humanist values would be lost. The industrial rationality of the Holocaust and the use of theoretical physics (modernity’s crowning achievement) to build an atomic bomb dropped upon Hiroshima, further underscored the dark side of modernity. Since the 1980s a second contrast with modernity has developed with the idea of post-modernity, which constitutes a culmination, yet negation, of enlightenment inspired modernity.


Consistent with these three conceptual moves, we will read and discuss texts representative of early, middle and contemporary theorizations of modernity. Thinkers discussed include, among others: Georg Simmel, Max Weber, Zygmunt Bauman, Ernest Gellner, Jean-Francois Lyotard, Jurgen Habermas, Michel Foucault, Jean Boudrillard and Slavo Zizek     

This module is ideal for students who like to think and reflect upon abstract ideas. Due to the conceptual nature of the material weekly reading and class participation are essential and will be assessed.

Learning outcomes: the development of a sociological imagination. 

Prerequisites: None 
Min./max. no. of students:  seminar of max 20.  
Teaching and learning methods: Series of seminars. 
Methods of assessment and examination: Weekly readings and class participation (20%); 3,000 word essay (60%)

Languages of instruction:  English. 
Core text: Assigned weekly readings

Module description for SP469:  Political Anthropology
Lecturer:  Kathy Powell

An anthropological study of politics entails the comparative study of relations of  power and political processes in their historical and cultural specificity. On one hand, this means not using the political concepts, practices and institutions of Western modernity as a set of normative premises by which political experiences elsewhere are measured: on the other,  it means viewing Western modernity itself from a relativising perspective, recognizing its heterogeneity and own historical specificity.  A focus on relations of power also involves an emphasis on political cultural practice  at all levels of society, and on ordinary people as political actors, rather than on formal political institutions;  this is essential to attempts to relate the ‘local’ to the ‘global’ in a meaningful way.

The module begins with classical political anthropology’s focus on non-Western political systems during the colonial era, using the example of ‘stateless societies’; we then look at anthropology’s critique of colonialism and of classical anthropology, examining themes of domination, resistance and accommodation in colonial contexts. We then focus on the concerns of political anthropology in the post-colonial era, including the problematics of  “modernization” in states with large agrarian populations; the importance of “local level” politics and relations of power, including clientelism, corruption, and different cultural understandings of power; social movements and the politics of identity and rights: anthropological perspectives on conflict and violence.

Classes:

This module will involve a combination of lectures and group discussion.

Assessment:
Assessment will be based on participation (20%); a mid-term essay (1,500-2000 words, accounting for 20%) and a longer end of term essay (3,000 words, accounting for 60%).  

Module description for SP498:  Sociology of Religion

Lecturer: Vesna Malesevic

This course is organized around the themes of how we understand and interpret the phenomenon of religion. The main emphasis is placed on the analysis of sociological texts, which are supplemented with the concrete empirical studies (i.e. USA, Post-communist societies, Ireland) to encourage students to think sociologically about religion. We address the classical concepts of religion (i.e. Durkheim, Marx, Weber) who have focused on the issues such as the role of religion in promoting social integration, religion as a contributing factor in social control and religion as a force of social change. We then discuss contemporary theories of religion, which examine the rational choice theory of religion, secularization process, and transformation of religion and its institutions. We also examine the consequences that all these issues pose on religious life and meaning of religion in modern societies. This is followed by the themes concerning the relationship between religion and politics, and religion and sexuality and gender.

Prerequisites: None

Min./max. no. of students:  Restrictions apply.  

Teaching and learning methods: Series of seminars 

Methods of assessment and examination: one mid-term essay (20%), an essay (60%) and an exam (20%).   

Languages of instruction:  English
Core text: Assigned readings

Module description for SP507.1: Theories of the Welfare State
Lecturer:  Allyn Fives
This module offers an introduction to political and philosophical debates in welfare. Political theorists can be categorized as follows: do they accept modernism as an ongoing project; do they offer universal considerations in support of their arguments; and do they defend a perfectionist (non-neutral) definition of welfare? Political theorists usually also give priority to one of the following criteria of justice: need, equality, or merit. 

In Part 1 we look at utilitarianism and Rawls’s liberalism. (1) We analyse Mill’s defence of individual liberty, (3) Singer’s account of duties to the global poor, (3) Rawls’s forumlation of the original position, and (4) Rawls’s defence of the difference principle.

 In Part 2 we turn to recent developments in the political theory of welfare. (5) We look at the communitarian and feminist critiques of Rawls, and Rawls’s response, ‘political liberalism’; (6) the communitarian positions of Walzer, Taylor, and MacIntyre; (8) radical theories of power; (9) and finally, the neo-liberal critique and some responses.

Prerequisites: None

Min./max. no. of students: Restrictions apply  

Teaching and learning methods: Series of seminars

Method of assessment and examination:  One short essay of 1,500 words (40%) and one long essay of 3,000 words (60%)

Core Text:  Assigned readings

Languages of instruction: English

Module description for SP585: Comparing Nations and Cultures

Lecturer:   Henrike Rau

The act of comparison is an important aspect of people’s cognitive efforts. Human beings attempt to make sense of the social world by comparing what they already know with what is new to them. Moreover, these comparative processes affect how people seek and interpret information and how they make decisions in everyday life. This tendency to compare the familiar with the unknown is also reflected in social research. Many key contributors to modern social science were comparativists; they studied societies, nations and cultures to identify commonalities with their own socio-cultural surroundings while, at the same time, attempting to highlight differences between them.
The module is intended to address some of the conceptual and practical questions that emerge from these comparative studies. How do we go about comparing different countries and cultures? Module topics revolve around three main areas of comparative social research. Initially, students will be introduced to key comparative studies that have shaped the face of the discipline. Following on from this, the module will focus on conceptual questions and issues that are particular to comparative social research. For example, it appears necessary to challenge the persistent use of apparently culturally homogeneous nation-states as units of comparison in many large-scale comparative studies. In addition, the course will address some methodological and practical challenges of comparative social research, such as problems related to the interpretation of meanings that arise from the comparativist’s commitment to multi-lingual research.

Prerequisites: None

Min./max. no. of students:  Restrictions apply

Teaching and learning methods: Series of seminars.

Languages of instruction:  English
Core text: Assigned readings

Method of Assessment: An essay of at least 3,000 words; this essay is allocated 60% of the marks for the module. The latest date for submitting the final essay will be announced at the beginning of the semester. The remaining 40% of the marks derive from continuous assessment. This will include two short essays (1,000 words each) by each student on products of reading and discussion. In addition, there will be in-class presentations by students.
Module description for SP590.:  The Politics of Poverty

Lecturer:  Kevin Ryan

In contemporary policy debates poverty is generally considered to be relative to the standards and expectations that prevail in a given society, and it is often approached as a self-evident condition that can be clearly identified, measured, combated, and even eliminated.  This course takes a different approach to poverty, starting from the premise that ‘poverty’ is a contingent object of knowledge which is implicated in political struggles that link freedom to discipline, and subjectivity to subjection.  The course focuses on two critical ‘events’ in the modern history of poverty, both of which have particular relevance to Ireland and Britain.  The first period is 1790-1834, when poverty as we understand it today was constituted as an object of liberal governance.  The second period extends roughly from 1970 to the present, when a complex problem known as the ‘new poverty’ emerged and split into distinct discourses as ‘the underclass’ and ‘social exclusion’.  These two historical periods and the relation between them will be explored by using a method of critical research known as ‘genealogy’.  By conducting a genealogy of poverty we will see how it is implicated in questions of power and order.  While the course takes an historical approach, it should be noted that the objective is to use the past as a way to gain a critical perspective on the present.  The course is based on a series of reading seminars and participation is essential.   

Prerequisites: None

Min./max. no. of students:  Restrictions apply

Teaching and learning methods: Series of seminars.

Languages of instruction:  English
Core text: Assigned readings

Method of Assessment:  2 essays and continuous assessment

Module description for SP619:  Ageing, the Life Course and the Sociology of Wisdom

Lecturer:  Ricca Edmondson

In former times, it was open to people to try to make sense of ageing and the development of the life course by hoping to acquire wisdom, which used to be considered the supreme aim of all educational processes. This is a term which has since declined in popularity, leaving ageing a process which seems to lack attractive features, and leaving older people with relatively low social status. This course examines contemporary theories of ageing, paying special attention to those which explore how people imbue their life courses with meaning as they age. In particular, it examines the concept of wisdom, inquiring whether this is an idea which could contribute constructively to the experience of ageing at all life-course stages. 

The course is supported by the Community Knowledge Initiative and students will be actively involved in interaction with older people and in developing strategies for intergenerational relations. It will be run on a workshop basis, partly off campus, and will aim to
· collect ethnographic evidence about how Irish (and other) older and younger people think about wisdom, to help construct a viable account of what wisdom is and how it works;

· we shall will aim to learn from older people and those who work with them (for example, in Active Retirement Groups, with charities such as Age Action Ireland, and in care homes: students will participate in the selection of partners); 

· the resulting ideas will be used to help understand older people’s life courses 
· and to stimulate practical strategies for interaction in the community, taking into account their possible impacts on those involved. 
Prerequisites: None

Min./max. no. of students:  Restrictions apply

Teaching and learning methods: Series of seminars.

Methods of assessment and examination:  Portfolio to accompany the course 40%, individual essay (3,000 words) 60%.

Languages of instruction:  English

Core texts:  Assigned readings

Module description for SP647.1: Northern Ireland:  The Politics of a Divided Society 

Lecturer:  Michael Donnelly
After nearly 30 years of politically inspired violence Northern Ireland is now apparently, ‘at peace’. Whether or not that ‘peace’ endures is not the immediate concern of this module. Rather it seeks to understand why, in the first instance there was such a prolonged period of virtual war; secondly what, if anything, has changed to the extent that those who had initially pursued a campaign which had as its objective the utter destruction of the state actually arrived at a point where they agreed not only to end their war, but also to become part of the actual government of the state? This will involve considering the varying claims made both by opponents of the state (as well as by those who sought to counter that campaign and to defend the state), and attempting to locate their conflict within an analytical paradigm that helps us understand the motivations of both – that of ethnic conflict. In that context it considers the origins of the state, the issues that divided its people and brought them to a state of virtual war, and the new, consociational form of 'shared governance' which lies at the heart of the Belfast Agreement, the anchor document which underpins its current representative and governmental structures.

Prerequisites: Consent of the lecturer 

Min./max. no. of students:  No restrictions apply.  

Teaching and learning methods: Series of lectures  

Methods of assessment and examination: The module will be assessed by means of a two hour examination at the end of term.

Languages of instruction:  English
Core text: Assigned readings.

Module description for SP690: Development & Communities

Lecturer:  Brian McGrath

In this module, we first of all look at ‘community’ from a broadly conceptual perspective to examine how it is materially and culturally expressed and experienced.  Issues of identity, belonging and attachment are examined while we look at different influences that shape the experiences and meanings associated with the concept.  We will consider the issue of social sustainability in this regard.  Secondly, we identify factors associated with developments ‘in’ and ‘of’ community, with a particular focus on the claims made by various actors and the conflicts that emerge over the usage of community resources and the use of land [Note: Several of the case studies selected in this module are natural resources related and therefore we spend most of the time examining issues for rural communities].  Third, we pay closer inspection to the nature of strategies that have been adopted to develop community/ies, paying attention to both economic and cultural dimensions and how these resonate with our earlier components. 

Learning outcomes

LO1: 
To analyse the socially constructed nature of ‘community’ and the implications for particular social groups;

LO2:
To examine the implications of land use development for local communities and social sustainability;

LO3:
To understand the political and cultural dimensions of conflict over community resources and land use;

LO4:
To critically examine the effectiveness of development strategies for communities.

 Assessment 

15% - summary paper and presentation*

25% - two one hour in-class exams

60% - end of term essay of 2,500 words 

Module description for SP693.1:  Ethnicity, Nationalism and the State

Lecturer:  Michael Donnelly

The term ‘ethnic cleansing’ is now an inexorable entry to the modern political vocabulary. First used to describe events in post-communist Yugoslavia, particularly within the Bosnia-Herzegovina region, today it still conjures up chilling images of the systematic slaughter of innocent people for no reason other than that of being ‘different’. Real or imagined, these peoples’ ‘differences’ were deemed sufficient to justify their ‘cleansing’. One major motivation for these atrocities appears to have been to ensure that whatever new political state would emerge in the region following the collapse of the FRJ, it would be one based as far as possible on the notion of a single ethnic group forming both the governing and administrative elites, as well as all of its citizens. Rulers and ruled would be drawn from the same ethnic pool; ‘the others’ had no place within the plan.

These images from the recent past within Europe are also of course timely reminders that it is not just in the continent of Africa where contemporary states face challenges to their legitimacy based on ethnic mobilization, and where bloody confrontations evoking the ethnic and the nation – often as interchangeable terms – have led sometimes to radical changes in some states, sometimes the fragmenting of others, and the appearance of new ones. This module is designed to address these issues: it does so by looking at the concepts of ethnicity, nationalism, their relationship to each other as well as to that of the state. It does that not simply by considering them in a dry abstract sense,  but  also in the somewhat more concrete way of looking at their interaction in specific instances of state formation that have occurred in recent years, particularly in the context alluded briefly to above. 

Prerequisites: Consent of the lecturer 

Min./max. no. of students:  Restrictions apply.  

Teaching and learning methods: Series of lectures  

Methods of assessment and examination:  Assessment is by means of one short  essay worth 20%, a 1 hour exam worth 20% and 1 long essay (60%)

Languages of instruction:  English
Core text: Assigned readings.

Module description for SP695   Social and Political Context of Activism and Advocacy

Lecturer:  Su-ming Khoo

This aim of this module is to which provide an introduction to the social and political context of advocacy and activism, linking the national and international contexts for the rise of advocacy and activism. It explores the relationships between the state, market and civil society sectors and charts the dynamic emergence of new social and political actors in local and transnational public advocacy.

A framework for understanding is developed, focusing on three areas of local and global activism – rights, (including women’s rights), development and environment.  The discussion of these three areas gives rise to sociological, political and ethical questions, which are explored and discussed. The rise of new actors such as NGOs, transnational advocacy networks and think tanks is examined in relation to global institutions and events such as the formation of the UN and proclamation of the UDHR, the UNDP and Declaration of the Right to Development, the collapse of WTO discussions at Seattle and Cancun, the Stockholm and Rio conferences and the establishment of the World Social Forum in 2002.  

 Prerequisites: None

Min./max. no. of students:  Restrictions apply

Teaching and learning methods: Series of seminars.

Methods of assessment and examination: ONE approximately 5,000 word essay in two parts: The.   

NB your detailed topics must be agreed with the lecturer before completing Part A.

Part A (Maximum 2,000 words) Part A is due (after Reading Week)

Research and describe a case-study of a public advocacy campaign or organization, which may be historical or contemporary. 

Part B (Max 3,000 words) Part B is due 

Provide an analysis of your chosen campaign or organization and its impact, commenting the relevance of the idea of civil society and on the wider social, political, and economic context. You must consider the national and international context for your case-study and should draw upon the course reading material, supplementing this with your own additional research. 

Languages of instruction:  English

Core texts:  assigned readings
Module description for  SP702: Ireland: a Changing Society

Lecturer: Marilyn Moylan

In this module we will be using the results of sociological research in Ireland to examine Irish society.  As we will see, even planned economic change can have far reaching unplanned social consequences. There are two underlying questions that we will attempt to answer as we move through the module topics. How has Irish society been changed by the economic transformation that was initiated in the 1950s? And what are the main forces shaping Irish society today? 

Prerequisites: Any student registering for this course should not take SP421 Women in Irish Society in semester 2.
Min./max no. of students: No restrictions

Methods of assessment and examination: In class exam (40%) and a final 3000 word essay (60%).

Language of instruction: English

Core Text: A Sociology of Ireland. Tovey, Corcoran and Share. 2007. Gill & MacMillan.

Module description for SP705.1: Revisiting Violence: Aggression and Abuse in Contemporary Irish Family and Institutional Life.

 Lecturer:  Declan Coogan, M A in Social Work Programme, NUI Galway.
What positive role has the media played in responding to violence in the family and in child care settings? Who abuses whom and how can we intervene effectively to deter and prevent abuse and violence in the family and in child care? Following recent inquiries, are children’s rights to safety and protection secured? 

This module explores the treatment of abuse and violence by media, policy makers and practitioners.  Complex realities from the past and present such as the abuse of children in care and cases where a young person assaults parents/ carers are investigated. Building on both available research and practice experiences, the module also examines the myths about and emerging responses to individuals who are abusive towards family members. Students consider such responses in the context of the treatment of abuse and violence within the family and in institutions in Ireland from the twentieth century to the present day. The module outlines different stages of political and social responses to family and institutional violence, ranging from denial to acceptance to analysis and a variety of responses. Students are provided with opportunities to make links between practice, policy and research-guided responses to family and institutional violence. Students will be encouraged to critique accepted conventional conceptions in relation to prevention of and reactions to abuse and violence.
Prerequisites: None

Min./max. no. of students:  Restrictions apply.  

Teaching and learning methods: Series of seminars 

· Methods of assessment and examination:  participation and presentation in class (30%) and end of semester assignment (3,000 words) (70%). In the interests of clarity and to support student learning and achievement, the assessment criteria for the end of semester assignment will be discussed and agreed with students during the semester.

Languages of instruction:  English
Core text: Arnold, B (2009). The Irish Gulag – How the State Betrayed its Innocent Children. Dublin. Gill & Macmillan, copies available in the library and readings from an assigned reading pack available from the media centre.

Module description for SPL301:  The Politics of Peace and Conflict
Lecturer:   Niall O Dochartaigh
The spread of ethnic conflict, insurgency and other forms of organised violence in recent decades has blurred the line between war and peace. This course introduces students to the principal theories developed to explain the causes of violent conflict and to understand how conflict escalates. It examines the field of conflict resolution, surveying debates on efforts to end violence and make peace. It focuses on mediation and negotiation as methods of conflict resolution and introduces students to key issues in peace and peacebuilding. It focuses primarily on international conflict and ethnonational conflict, with a particular emphasis on the experience of peacemaking and conflict resolution in Ireland and in Israel/Palestine.
Prerequisites: None

Min./max. no. of students:  Restrictions apply

Teaching and learning methods: Series of seminars.

Method of Assessment:  Written assignment (20%);  Reading exercises (20%) and end of term essay (3000 words) (60%).

Languages of instruction:  English
Core texts:  Assigned readings.
Module description for: SP305 Gender and Human Rights 

Lecturer:  Niamh Reilly 

niamh.reilly@nuigalway.ie

This module provides an overview of 'human rights' through a critical gender lens. Students learn about the different elements that form the contemporary international human rights paradigm including: the philosophical ideas and principles that underpin human rights (e.g. equality, non-discrimination, universality, indivisibility); the content and practice of human rights law and mechanisms (e.g. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights or the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women); the role of states, the ways in which they are, or can be, held accountable (or not) and their relation to human rights monitoring institutions (e.g. the UN Human Rights Council or the Council of Europe); and the central role of human rights non-governmental organisations (like Amnesty International) and human right activists. Particular attention is paid to 'human rights issues' that have galvanised international attention in recent years, such as: human trafficking and contemporary forms of slavery; genocide; torture; gender-based violence, including wartime sexual violence, and sexual and reproductive rights as human rights. The module considers obstacles to the protection and promotion of human rights at home and abroad and critically examines how and why some categories of human rights are deemed more important than others and how and why the human rights of some groups are more readily recognised and valued than they are for other groups.
Prerequisites: None
Min./max. no. of students:  No restrictions apply
Teaching and learning methods: Lectures (2 hours per week ) and one consultation hour per week
Languages of instruction:  English
Core text: Assigned readings available via the library/databases or blackboard
Assessment: The module will be assessed by a mid-term group project (30%) and final essay (70%)
Module description for:  SPL304 Women, Men and the Economy:  Critical Explorations of Theory and Policy
Lecturer:  Nata Duvvury
Today, there are more women at work as employees than men in Ireland. This simple fact poses a significant challenge to our understanding of the economy and society. Is there a fundamental shift from the implicit male breadwinner model of economic and social policy? If so, why does there continue to be marked differences in the experience of women and men in the economy with persistent wage differentials, occupational and sectoral segregation and unequal work-life balance?  Does mainstream economics provide adequate explanation of these persistent gender inequalities?  What are the contributions of feminist economics towards understanding these patterns? What changes are needed in economic and social policies to reflect the changing gender dynamics? This module will explore: a) feminist critique of mainstream economic models including intra-household bargaining models and economic growth models, b) the changing structure of economic activity, including social reproduction, and explanations for the persistence of gender inequalities in the labour market, and c) the implications of feminist economic theory for economic and social policies such as taxation, social welfare and employment policy.
Prerequisites: None

Min./max. no. of students: No restrictions

Teaching and learning methods: 2 hour lectures and in-class exercises

Method of Assessment:  class participation (20%), mid-module exam (30%);

and end of term essay (3000 words) (50%).

Languages of instruction: English

Core texts:  Joyce Jacobsen The Economics of Gender, 3 rd edition.

Course description: SP698 Transforming’ Children’s Services

 Lecturer: Paul Michael Garrett

The module will provide a critical overview of the ‘transformation’ of Children’ Services in England. It

also aims to assist students to evolve practices of reading and reflection which are wary, inquisitive and

critical of dominant accounts of ‘reform’ within this area of public services. Students will focus on a

number of areas including:

•The Laming Report which examined the circumstances surrounding the death Victoria Climbié;

•How developments in the United States may be influencing the direction of change in England;

•What is referred to as social work’s ‘electronic turn’ and the use of ICTs in Children’s Services;

•Controversial plans to introduce Contactpoint, a database on all children;

•How the ‘transformation’ of Children’s Services can be connected to more pervasive and evolving

patterns of surveillance;

•How ‘ASBO politics’ has influenced the ‘transformation’ agenda;

•So-called ‘problem families’ and the measures being put in place to respond to such families;

•Controversial plans to set up ‘Social Work Practices’ for children who are ‘looked after’

Prerequisites: None

Min./max. no. of students: Restrictions apply.

Teaching and learning methods: Series of seminars

Methods of assessment and examination: 30% - Assessment of one structured presentation to seminar

group; 70% - 3,000 word essay.

Languages of instruction: English

Core text: Paul Michael Garrett (2009) 'Transforming Children's Services: Social Work, Neoliberalism

and the 'Modern' World (McGraw Hill/Open University). This may also be supplemented with a

Reading Pack available from the School Office.

Lecturer:
Module description for:  SPL303 Ethics in International Relations
Lecturer:  Eilis Ward

This course treats fundamental ethical problems that arise in international relations  by bringing analytical and theoretical rigour to a number of key questions. It’s focus is on thinking through ethical problems with reference to theory and at its heart is a question:  what kind of norms can we bring to bear to issues of justice and equality in a globalised world. The emphasis is thus on critical thinking and an open ended enquiry. Specific topics will be addresses such as human rights, humanitarian intervention and war/peace. Students will be expected to fully engage with the course content and readings.

Prerequisites: SP 234 (2BA) or its equivalent (for visiting students)

Teaching and learning methods: Series of seminars

Methods of assessment and examination: Written assignments (20%); Reading exercises (20%); Participation (10%) and a final long essay (50%).

Language of instruction: English

Core Texts:  Assigned readings.

2nd YEAR COURSE TIMETABLE & DESCRIPTIONS – SEMESTER 1

TIMETABLE

Semester One:

Module









Time

   

Day


Venue

SP 212 Classical Social Thought
12.00 

Tuesday 

AM250

Tony Varley







12.00 

Wednesday 
AM250
SP 216 European Politics


12.00 
Monday 


AM250

Brendan Flynn






2.00

Monday

O’Flaherty Theatre

You may also choose one only of the following two modules:

                   Either
SP 226 Comparative Themes 


  2.00 
  
Tuesday     AM250                                                                            in Society, Politics & Culture


12.00 

Friday

AM250

Kathy Powell

OR

SP234   International Relations
    

 2:00    Tuesday  

Eilís Ward 










      
D’Arcy Thompson Theatre
                                                              12:00

 Friday
IT 125 (Basement)

2nd YEAR INTRODUCTORY LECTURES
Tues 6th Sept  



12.pm
      
AM250

 SP216   European Politics
Tues 6th Sept  



2.00pm
    
AM250

 SP234   International  

                                                                                                         Relations

Wed 7th September

      12 pm      
     AM250
      SP212   Classical Social Thought
Fri 9th September

12pm       
           IT125
            SP226  Comparative Themes in 

                                                                                                     Society, Politics and Culture

Normal timetable resumes as and from MONDAY 12TH  SEPTEMBER

Below are short course descriptions, giving a brief overview of course contents and methods of assessment, and the course timetables. Full course outlines will be available from the office of the School’s Administrative Assistant, Kay Donohue - Room 308, Floor 2, Aras Moyola - or during the introductory lectures.

Course Descriptions

Semester 1 

· Course: SP 216 European Politics
· Lecturer:  Brendan Flynn

This course explores European politics through a broadly comparative perspective. It first addresses the strategic developments of the last decade and beyond, starting with the end of the cold war in the early 1990s, and the new security frameworks emerging today. We then discuss European nationalism, examining this issue in the context of Spain and the collapse of Yugoslavia. This is followed by lectures on the wider significance of German re-unification. In the second part of the course, we will use a regional framework of analysis. Here we will examine the Nordic democracies, the Mediterranean states, the newly established and struggling democracies of central Europe and the smaller European democracies such as the Netherlands, Switzerland, Belgium, and Austria. Finally in the last section of the course we will examine some comparative trends: European electoral behaviour, Europe's various distinctive styles of governance, and the rise of political extremist movements across Europe in the last few years.

Prerequisites: None

Teaching and learning methods: Series of lectures.    Students must take part in the semester 1 general seminars as described below.

Methods of assessment and examination: Two-hour written exam (70%).   30% of marks are awarded for coursework in semester 1 general seminars as described below.

Languages of instruction:  English
Core texts: Assigned readings 

· Course: SP 212 Classical Social Thought
· Lecturer:  Tony Varley
Sociology’s classical theoretical tradition is heavily dominated by the contributions of Marx, Weber and Durkheim. One reason for this is that these three social theorists have contributed a great deal to our understanding of the nature of the transition from pre-industrial to industrial society. Another reason is that these three theorists have set the terms of much of the ongoing debate concerning modernity and its
future prospects.   Their ideas, in other words, continue to have a relevance to the interpretation of present-day society under advanced capitalism. The theories of Marx, Weber and Durkheim can be presented in several ways. The approach taken in this course will be thematic and comparative in that it will bring together the ideas of Marx, Weber and Durkheim in relation to a series of questions and topics. More specifically, these topics will range across the methods appropriate to the study of society, class and the division of labour, the state and democratic politics and the nature of culture, religion and ideology. 

Prerequisites: None

Teaching and learning methods: Series of lectures.   Students must take part in the semester 1 general seminars as described below.

Methods of assessment and examination: Two-hour written exam (70%).  30% of marks are awarded for coursework in semester 1 general seminars.

Languages of instruction:  English
Core texts:   K. Morrison, Marx, Durkheim, Weber:  Formations of Modern Social Thought, 1995, Sage.

Anthony Giddens, Capitalism and Modern Social Theory, 1981, 
Cambridge University Press.

You can choose ONE of the following two courses.

EITHER

· Course: SP 226 Comparative Themes in Society, Politics and Culture
· Lecturer:   Kathy Powell

This course involves the study of selected issues in social, political and cultural fields from a comparative perspective, using case study materials from various regions of the world, with an emphasis on Latin American populations. 

The contemporary global context which has emerged over the last 30 years or so has been strongly driven by neoliberalization. One of the most notable characteristics of this period has been high and increasing levels of inequality, both within and between regions of the world. Inequalities are evident in a wide range of areas, from levels of income, standards of living, structures of opportunities, to political power, physical vulnerability, respect for human rights, and are experienced through relations of class, race, gender and ethnicity. While inequality is the unifying theme of the course, we will focus throughout on specific ways in which people respond to and confront the challenges which issue from increasing inequalities: these responses have notably included changes in household reproduction strategies, and increases in informality, migration, and criminality.

The course begins by establishing conceptual and contextual frameworks for analysing and locating specific sets of case studies. The first of these explores social reproduction at the level of the household, examining the nature of household and livelihood strategies for coping with social and economic change and crisis in different cultural contexts, paying attention to the different contributions made to household and community reproduction according to generation and gender.  

We then consider increasing participation in the large and growing “informal” sector economies which characterise many countries, including the ‘criminal’ sector, and increasing movement between different locations, exploring both the nature and significance of “informal” sector work and migratory processes, as well as the overlap between informality and migration.  

A second major characteristic of the neoliberal period has been the ‘global’ spread of democracy: this has done little, however, to improve either socio-economic or political inequality. In this light, we will consider political inequalities within and between regions of the world, concentrating on the nature and quality of democratisation processes, and questioning the relation between these processes and the increasing social and political exclusion which fuels  problems such as rising urban violence. 

The aims of the course are to use comparative and inter-disciplinary frameworks to demonstrate the importance of locating issues in the specific historical, socio-cultural and political contexts in which they unfold, in order to reach a fuller understanding of social realities, and of the similarities and differences between one context and another. This enables us to move beyond taken-for–granted assumptions that we may have, based on our own context and experience, about different social and political worlds.   

The learning objectives of the course are to familiarize students with literature in the social and political sciences which engages a range of compelling issues in an increasingly “globalised” world; to introduce students to substantive material from several of the world’s regions; to equip students with a comparative perspective and conceptual tools for establishing historical, socio-cultural and politico-economic context as a grounding for analysis. 
Reading:

 The course is built around a series of core texts, with additional readings for essay / exam preparation (see course outline and reading list).  

Prerequisites: None

Teaching and learning methods: Series of lectures.   

Methods of assessment and examination: Two-hour written exam (70%).  30% of marks are awarded for coursework in semester 1 general seminars.

Languages of instruction:  English

OR

Course:   
 SP234   International Relations

Lecturer:
 Eilís Ward/Niall O Docharataigh

This course is an introduction to the study of international relations – or the politics of relations between states and across states. We could also consider it the study of ‘world politics’ in recognition that, equally, relations between organisations, and the activities of terrorist groups, human rights groups and non-governmental organisations are pertinent. If nothing else, September 11th underlined the fact that states do not have a monopoly over power and influence on the global stage.
To make sense of such a vast topic within 24 weeks we have to define more narrowly our scope, how we will proceed and what knowledge we will bring to assist us. In general four theoretical positions can be identified as providing explanatory and (somewhat) predictory positions in the study of international relations – realism, liberalism, marxism and constructivism. The course will begin by setting these out and then move on to explore a range of topics and issue areas using these four lenses. Amongst the topics to be considered are security, conflict and war, human rights, terrorism and humanitarian intervention. We will look at the role and nature of the UN and examine particular indepth case studies, for example  of Rwanda. 

Prerequisites: None

Teaching and Learning Method: Lectures

Method of assessment and examination: Two-hour written exam (70%).  30% of marks are awarded for coursework in semester 1 general seminars.
Language of instruction: English

Core Texts: 
John Bayliss and Steve Smith (eds.) 2005. The Globalization of World Politics, Oxford: OUP.



Brown, Chris, with Kirsten Ainley, 2005. Understanding International Relations, Houndsmills: Palgrave Macmillan.



Additional readings will be assigned as appropriate.
One final point: registering with the Department is NOT the same as registering with Admissions. That involves a different procedure and should be done via a separate procedure which Admissions provides (you should have details of this already).
If you have any queries or comment regarding courses with the Department, please direct them to: michael.donnelly@nuigalway.ie or at his Office in Room 304 Tower 1,(tel. ext. 3167))
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Figure 1
Map of NUI, Galway main campus. The School of Political Science & Sociology is located on Floor 2, Árus Moyola, the second-last building on the bottom left hand corner of the map, just before the Cairnes Business School.  

See http://www.nuigalway.ie/about/maps/

