
	Political Science

 & 

Sociology

Visiting Students Information Booklet

Semester 2, 2011/12


Welcome to Political Science & Sociology!
As you can see from the accompanying notes and Timetables we offer a wide range of academic courses. Some are specifically about Ireland others are international in theme, but all deal with issues that are regarded as important in today’s world. Whatever your interests (or your discipline) we hope that at least one of them is for you and that you will join with us in this semester’s programme. If you do decide to study with us the following points should be noted:-

1. The majority of course offered by the School are in the 3rd Year programme range.

You may note that there are both CORE, and OPTION courses available. There is no academic difference between these courses. All carry the same academic weighting of 5 ECTS (the standard, European wide system of academic accreditation to modules). The key difference between them is that the Option courses are elective (i.e. chosen by students). This distinction is relevant only to NUIG students and not to Visitors. Visitors may take any mixture of elective and core course modules.

2. The 2nd Year programme offers an opportunity to take up to three courses. (There are five modules available but two are elective only. With both running at the same times it is not possible to take both). Visiting students are also excused from taking 2nd Year seminars (obligatory for NUIG students).

3. All Core Course Lectures in both 2nd & 3rd Year modules start as and from week commencing 9th  

January, with introductory lectures during the first week. 3rd Year Option (Elective) courses start on the following week, as and from 16th January. 

4. All 2nd & 3rd Year modules (including OPTIONS) are worth 5 ECTS each. 
5. The 1st Year programme is not semester based, but a year long one; i.e. it runs over the two semesters. This means that it is not possible to register for it unless you are here for the entire academic year.

6. You can register for as many or as few courses as you wish - there is no compulsory number for visiting students. You ought to be guided in this regard by your own interests, the requirements of your home institution, and your general needs.

7. Registering with the School itself is relatively straightforward. Just fill in the form provided in the next page, giving your name, ID, the module codes you wish to take, indicating your order of preference, and the total number of courses you require. Remember, registering with the College is a separate process and must be done in accordance with their instructions.
8. Before making your choices remember that there are a limited number of places in each 3rd Year Option for ALL students (including NUIG ones). We have, however, reserved one third of places in those Options for visiting students. 

Entry is on the basis of first come, first served! And you can take as many or as few Option courses as you wish. There are no number limits on core courses either.

9. When making your choices please bear the above in mind. Remember, you are not restricted to doing either/or 3rd or 2nd year courses etc.; you can do any combination of courses offered in both years. Just check that the times of your selected courses do not overlap.

10. Completed registration forms should be returned on Monday 9th January, to AC213, from 3:00pm to 3:30 pm.

11. If you are an Erasmus/Socrates Student accredited to this Department please call to Michael Donnelly’s Office (Room 304, Aras Moyola*) at 11am, Monday 9th January.

Political Science & Sociology

Visiting Student Registration Form (sem 2)
You can register for as many courses as you wish, but make sure to check that the times of your selections do not conflict. Make sure also that you put your name down clearly as well as the codes for the courses chosen.

Remember, places on the Seminar/Option courses are strictly limited (to ensure maximum participation), so indicate your preferences in order of choice. Every effort will be made to ensure that you get your preferences, although this cannot be guaranteed. In the event that you wish to drop a Seminar course, please inform the Department immediately, as someone else may wish to take your place.

Name:


___________________________  
ID  ------------------------

Tel. (Galway)

-------------------------------- E-mail 

Home College
___________________________

(If Erasmus/Socrates please indicate University) ________________________

          Seminar Course Code



Core Course Code

1st    pref ________________________

__________________________

2nd  pref_________________________

__________________________

3rd   pref_________________________

__________________________

4th   pref_________________________

__________________________

5th   pref_________________________

__________________________

6 th  pref_________________________

__________________________

7th   pref_________________________

__________________________

8th pref__________________________

__________________________

Total number of courses required:-
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
 Please submit completed forms at AC213, on Monday 9th January, 3:00pm – 3:30pm
3rd Year Core modules Semester 2 2010-2011

SP 305 Comparative Public Policy 
 Dr. George Taylor

SP 406 Principles of Political Theory Dr. Ricca Edmondson/Dr. Kevin Ryan

Timetable:

	MODULE
	Day, Time & Venue
	Day, Time & Venue

	SP 305 Comparative Public Policy


	Tuesday 3-4pm

Kirwan Theatre
	Wednesday 4-5pm

O hEocha Theatre (AM250)

	SP 406 Principles of 

Political Theory
	Monday 11-12am

O hEocha Theatre (AM250)
	Thursday 3-4pm

O hEocha Theatre (AM250)


Examinations in core modules:

Assessment in semester two core modules (like semester one core modules) employs formal sit-down written examinations. Semester two examinations are organised and administered by the University Examinations Office and take place in the period from April 13th on.  Information about exact dates for individual examinations is available only from Examinations Office

Core Modules:  short course descriptions

	Module
	Semester
	Contact hours/weekly
	
	 ECTS

	SP305
	     2
	       3
	      
	    5


Module description: Comparative Public Policy

Lecturer:  George Taylor

The module is divided into two parts.  The first part deals with a range of theoretical issues involved in the comparative analysis of public policy.  The second part of the module deals with a number of specific policy areas, exploring similarities and differences in how these have been handled in different national contexts.

Prerequisites: None

Min./max. no. of students:  No restrictions apply.  

Teaching and learning methods: Series of lectures.

Methods of assessment and examination:  Two hour written examination .

Languages of instruction:  English
Core text: Assigned readings

	Module
	Semester
	Contact hours/weekly
	
	 ECTS

	SP406
	     2
	       3
	      
	    5


Module description: Principles of Political Theory

Lecturer: Dr. Ricca Edmondson/Dr. Kevin Ryan
The first part of this course revolves round the question, what are human beings like and how can they construct forms of politics which are both humane and practicable? Starting from Aristotle, it explores basic questions which became perennial in political theory, drawing a clear contrast between theories of citizenship and contemporary theories of consumerism. The course continues to the utopianism of the 16th and 17th centuries, which remains important to an understanding of many positions in the modern world. It then considers some debates about human nature and politics up until the end of the 18th century. With this background in mind it goes on to explore contemporary discussion of social capital and living together in communities. This is then extended to the question what responses communities might make to groups and societies with different views from their own - that is, to different forms of interculturalism.

The second part of the course focuses on democratic theory, with particular emphasis on democratic participation and decision-making.  It begins by examining the subject of democracy.  How we define or describe the democratic subject – as a citizen or a consumer, as a sovereign individual or as a collective will – has a bearing on how we understand political life, and how we order the relation between private desires and collective responsibilities. From here the course looks at different ways of theorising and practising democracy, contrasting representative democracy with deliberative, discursive, and radical democracy.  While deliberative, discursive, and radical democrats differ in a number of important respects, with some emphasising consensus and others focusing on contestation, they also have certain things in common: the idea that democracy as it currently exists is flawed, and the argument that this can only be addressed if people are both willing and able to play a more active and direct role in the decision-making process.  
Course objective: The course will introduce you to key debates within political theory and is intended to encourage you to develop your own position on how we ought to live together in smaller communities and in national and international societies.
Prerequisites: None

Min./max. no. of students:  No restrictions apply.  

Teaching and learning methods: Series of lectures.

Methods of assessment and examination:  Three-hour written examination .

Languages of instruction:  English.

Core text: Assigned readings

2nd Year Programme
SP 215 Modern Political Thought   (Core course)

Dr Allyn Fives

Wednesday 12.00 (AM250)

Friday 12.00 (AM250)

SP 220 Methods for Social & Political Science   (Core course)

 Dr Henrike Rau, 

Dr. Ricca Edmondson

Monday 2.00 (O’Flaherty)

Tuesday 12.00 (O’Flaherty)

You may also CHOOSE between the two elective courses:

SP 219 Political Sociology    

Dr Niall O Dochartaigh

Monday 12.00 (AM250)

Tuesday 2.00 (AM250)

OR
SP235   Social Issues and Policy Responses
Brian McGrath and other colleagues

Tuesday 2-3 (D’Arcy Thompson)

Wednesday 6-7 (Tyndall Theatre)

Course Descriptions – Semester 2

Course:  SP 215 Modern Political Thought
Lecturer:   Allyn Fives
This course is an introduction to modern political thought in the English-speaking world, through a study of some of the main writers.  This will involve tracing the development of political thought from the seventeenth century (Hobbes and Locke) through to the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.  The aim will be for the student to obtain a thorough understanding of the nature of the political philosophy that has shaped, and is shaping, the modern world.


The course will have a number of themes, but the main one is the issue of political obligation: when and why ought we to obey the state?  The main approaches to answering this question which we will consider are: the social contract, utilitarianism, democracy, and republicanism.  The main thinkers covered will be Hobbes, Locke, Bentham and J.S. Mill, though we will also touch on the writings of others, and students are encouraged to pursue their own interests within this general framework.  The idea throughout is to examine the current relevance of the thinkers looked at, and what they have to say to us.

Textbooks and General Reading

Four good general textbooks for the historical part of this course are

I. Hampsher-Monk, A History of Modern Political Thought  (1992)

A. Haworth, Understanding the Political Philosophers (2004) chs 5-8, 11

J.S. McClelland, A History of Western Political Thought  (1996) Parts IV to VI

J. Plamenatz, Man and Society Vols I and II of the revised (1992) edition

Books that provide good introductions to some parts of the course, but do not cover it all, are:


J. Hampton, Political Philosophy  (1997) Part I (particularly pp. 6-10 and Chap. 2; on Hobbes and Locke)


A. Levine, Engaging Political Philosophy (2002) chs 1,3,4 (Hobbes, Locke, Mill)

D. Miller, Political Philosophy (2003) chs 2 and 3 (Hobbes, democracy)


J. Wolff, An Introduction to Political Philosophy  (1996) chaps 1 to 4 (on Hobbes, Locke, and Mill)


Prerequisites: None

Teaching and learning methods: Series of lectures.  Students (with the exception of Visiting and Socrates students) must take part in the semester 2 general seminars as described in this booklet.

Methods of assessment and examination: One-hour written exam (70%).   30% of marks are awarded for coursework in general seminars as described in this booklet.

Languages of instruction:  English
Core texts:   Assigned readings

Course: SP 220 Methods for Social and Political Science

Lecturer:  Henrike Rau and Ricca Edmondson

We begin this course by discussing what sociological and political data are and why we should want to collect them. We then show you how to use a selection of qualitative and quantitative research methods.   Methods to be explored include basic qualitative approaches such as participant observation, interviewing, visual methods, oral history, or autobiography. you will examine issues surrounding the interpretation of research and research accountability, as well as the writing of research.   In the quantitative section of the course, you will be introduced to the basic requirements of survey research, including issues of operationalisation and sampling. The overall aim of the course is to enable you to carry out and present a research project. It will be assessed by examination.
Min./max. no. of students:  No restrictions apply.  

Teaching and learning methods: Students (with the exception of Visiting and Socrates students) must take part in the semester 2 general seminars as described below.

Methods of assessment and examination: Two hour written exam (70%).  30% of marks are awarded for coursework in semester 1 general seminars.

Languages of instruction:  English
Core text: Assigned readings (qualitative methods) and textbook (quantitative methods).

Course: SP 219 Political Sociology

Lecturer:  Niall O Dochartaigh

Political sociology can simply and broadly be defined as the study of the relationship between society and politics and vice versa. Traditionally political sociologists have focused on such topics as the types of socio-political orders, theories of the state, or political culture. Recent years have seen much attention being devoted to the study of a range of issues relating to power, war and organized violence, political legitimacy, authority, ideology, civil society, citizenship, new social movements, nationalism, ethnicity and globalisation. What this course will attempt to do is provide an introduction to both classical and contemporary issues in political sociology. The intention is to review the leading theoretical and historical approaches in the field in a way that illustrates theory with concrete empirical work and case studies.

Prerequisites: None

Teaching and learning methods: Series of lectures   

Methods of assessment and examination: Two-hour written exam (70%).  30% of marks are awarded for coursework in semester 1 general seminars.

Languages of instruction:  English
Core text: Assigned readings. 

Course: SP235  Social Issues and Policy Responses
Lecturers: Brian McGrath and colleagues.

The drafting of policy and the provision of services in contemporary Ireland has moved through various stages with the emphasis regularly changing depending on a political agenda and public interest.  This course will provide participants with the opportunity to examine various social issues through an investigation of the historical development, the current state and the possible future direction of policy responses.   

The course examines different stages of life-course development, focusing on issues such as childhood and the real or intended policy measures connected with it, as well as challenges connected with youth and families. The course is divided into various themes, explored each week, which afford participants the opportunity to investigate the complex nature of the relationship between the individual, the family and the State.  The course also explores the practice implications of policy provision and considers the role of community, family and other social interventions. This course takes a critical approach in the analysis of the emergence and effectiveness of policy responses in contemporary society and in the societies of the future.

The objectives of the course are to afford participants the opportunity to begin to associate different aspects of policy planning with the social and political problems they are intended to solve. The course will focus on using critical thinking skills and background theoretical knowledge to attempt to make sense of the opportunities and experiences of marginalized groups living in a complex and rapidly changing Ireland.

Reading: Core readings for each week will be identified and additional readings will be listed. 

Prerequisites: None

Teaching and learning methods: Series of lectures.

Methods of assessment and examination: Two-hour written exam (70%).  30% of marks are awarded for coursework in semester 2 general seminars.

Languages of instruction:  English

Core texts:
Assigned readings for each week. 

KEY POINTS TO REMEMBER

1/ REGISTRATION WITH SCHOOL MONDAY 10th JAN AT 3-30pm in AC213

2/ CAN TAKE A COMBINATION OF BOTH 2nd & 3rd YEAR COURSES 
3/ NO LIMIT ON NUMBER OF COURSES YOU CAN TAKE (SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY)
4/ 2nd YEAR & 3rd YEAR CORE COURSES START 10th JAN
5/ 3rd YEAR OPTION COURSES START 17th JAN
One final point: registering with the Department is NOT the same as registering with Admissions. That involves a different process and should be done via a separate procedure which Admissions provides (you should have details of this already).
If you have any queries or comment regarding courses with the Department, please direct them to: michael.donnelly@nuigalway.ie or at his Office in Room 316 Tower 1(tel. ext. 3167))
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Figure 1
Map of NUI, Galway main campus. The School of Political Science & Sociology is located on Floor 2, Árus Moyola, the second-last building on the bottom left hand corner of the map, just before the Cairnes Business School.  

See http://www.nuigalway.ie/about/maps/
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