Some guidelines concerning Paperwork for Marriage.

Giving as much notice as possible, contact the priest responsible for the church in which you want your marriage to take place 
and arrange a date and time for the ceremony that is suitable for him and for you.

At least six months before your wedding arrange to complete the required papers. Traditionally in Ireland it is the Parish Priest 
of the bride who looks takes responsibility for the paperwork.  Make an appointment with him. He will need to see both of you.

Take with you to this appointment


· a recent Baptismal  Certificate; one for each of you

· a Confirmation Certificate; one for each of you

Both of these documents are available from the parish where these sacraments were administered.

The Priest will separately complete a Pre-Nuptial Enquiry Form with each partner. This seeks to discover

(1) are you free to marry -


are you married already ?


are you related to your fiancé by blood, marriage or adoption ?


are you under pressure to marry?

(2) do you understand what marriage involves -

lifelong commitment to each other?








faithfulness to each other?









a sacramental bond that can only be dissolved by death?

a commitment to practice ones faith and bring ones children up as Catholic?
You will then be asked to sign this document on oath.

The priest may ask that each of you procure evidence from the Parish Priest of each parish in which you have resided for more 
than six months since you were sixteen that you are not previously married. This evidence is in the form of a Letter of Freedom. 
Such a letter simply states that the priest has examined his Marriage Register and is satisfied that you are not married.

Your Parish Priest will explain the requirement that you attend a Pre-Marriage Course.

He will require a copy of the Certificate of Attendance when this course is completed.

The State requires that you give at least three months notice of your intention to marry. 

For weddings in the University Chapel the Registrar for Births, Marriages and Deaths in Galway must be informed. 

Write and request the appropriate form to Registrar of B,M & D, Shantalla Clinic, Newcastle Road, Galway.

A receipt will be issued. Please give it to your Parish Priest.

Please Note:
Irish Civil Law in relation to marriage is due to change in Autumn 2007. 

You must inform yourself of these changes.

Checklist:
Pre-Nuptial Enquiry Forms X 2



Recent Baptismal Certificates X 2 



Confirmation Certificates X 2



Appropriate Letters of Freedom X 2



Certificate of Attendance at Pre-Marriage Course X 1



Receipt of Notice to Registrar X 1

Paperwork is to be sent by your Parish Priest to 

The Dean of Chaplaincy Services,






NUI, Galway.

There are variations on these guidelines if one partner is not Catholic, 
if the paperwork is completed outside Ireland or if one partner has had an annulment.  
Only weddings that are valid in both Canon Law and Civil Law

can take place in the Chapel of St. Columbanus.
