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WHAT IS A MASTERPLAN ?
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THE POOL



COMMUNITY



CULTURE



ANYTHING

YOUTH



SANCTUARY



HOMES



ECOLOGY



HERITAGE



CAMPUS





SOME QUESTIONS

IF YOU WALKED THROUGH NUNS’ ISLAND IN 2050-
WHAT SHOULD IT LOOK LIKE?

1.



WHO SHOULD PARTICIPATE IN THE 

MASTERPLAN PROCESS?



THE POOL
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EVERYONE



Confluence Masterplan, Lyon

SHARE !



LISTENING !



COMMUNICATE !



DEBATING !



SOME QUESTIONS

HOW DO WE RESPECT THE RICH TRADITIONS AND 
COMMUNITIES OF NUNS ISLAND?

2.



HOW LONG DOES THE MASTERPLAN 

PROCESS TAKE?
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Timeline

The masterplan



WHAT DOES A GOOD MASTERPLAN 

ENABLE-A LIVERPOOL TALE?



LIVEROOL ONE



THE POOL

“I would stand with a glass of wine, 

looking out at the magnificent view 

over the river, and ask myself what 

had gone wrong for this 

magnificent city… The Liver 

Building itself, the epicentre of a 

trading system that had reached 

out to the four corners of the earth, 

stood defiant and from my 

perspective, very alone –

everything had gone wrong.” 

Rt Hon The Lord Heseltine.
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1980



THE POOL

2018



THE POOL

PARK



DAY



THE POOL

NIGHT



SOME QUESTIONS
HOW DO WE CREATE A SAFE ENVIRONMENT FOR 
ALL?

3.



WHO WILL USE YOUR MASTERPLAN?



• Statutory agencies
• Community Groups
• Developers
• Interested parties
• Funders and investors





















Meeting Place – Market Place?



Scheme Fundamentals

• Street Layout

• Highways

• Heritage

• Parking

• Servicing

• Accessibility

• Inclusivity

• Cycling

• Bus operations











Centre of high street – creation of a new shared public space









SOME QUESTIONS

DO YOU THINK WE SHOULD DO THE FOLLOWING?

-DO NOTHING
-LOOK AT SOME CHANGES IN THE PUBLIC REALM
-OR DEVELOP A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE VISION?
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NUNS’ ISLAND-THE PLACE?



Their in-placeness

Still more in place when 

mirrored in canals.

I can’t remember not 

ever having known

The immanent 

hydraulics of a land

Fosterling -

Seamus Heaney

WATER



1839
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SPECIAL/SANCTUARY/COMMUNITY

FUTURE INTENSE/URBAN

CORE

EDUCATION

AMENITY

COMMUNITIES

In-Placeness of Nun’s Island



THE POOL
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SOME QUESTIONS

WHAT ARE THE MOST IMPORTANT ELEMENTS FOR 
THE FUTURE OF NUNS ISLAND?

5.



NUNS’ ISLAND-POSSIBLE FUTURES?
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INITIAL THOUGHTS

-To create a place for all members of the community
-To encourage greater shared connectivity with the city
-To develop a sustainable mixed use life long neighbourhood
for all ages
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INITIAL THOUGHTS

-Nuns’ Island is the place that the University meets the city
-Our brief, to develop a sustainable and adaptable world class
masterplan 
-To ensure that the heritage and environment of the island are 
protected for future generations
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Hammarby Sjöstad, Stockholm, Sweden



Hammarby Sjöstad, Stockholm, Sweden



Bo01, Malmö, Sweden,Green Blue grids



Bo01, Malmö, Sweden

Green Blue grids



Bo01, Malmö, Sweden

Green Blue grids



HafenCity Hamburg



HafenCity Hamburg



Carlsberg Masterplan, Copenhagen



Carlsberg Masterplan, Copenhagen



Confluence Masterplan, Lyon



Confluence Masterplan, Lyon



Confluence Masterplan, Lyon



SOME QUESTIONS

DO THESE INTERNATIONAL EXAMPLES PROVIDE A 
FUTURE TEMPLATE FOR NUNS’ ISLAND SUCCESS?

6.



84



SOME QUESTIONS

SHOULD WE DEVELOP A NEW STRATEGY FOR THE 
CAR PARK?

7.



SOME QUESTIONS

SHOULD FISHERIES FIELD BE USED FOR A MAJOR 
GALWAY DESTINATION?

8.



HOW DO WE BECOME INVOLVED 

FURTHER AND PARTICAPTE WITH THE 

PROCESS?



ANY QUESTIONS ?

• WEB SITE

• http://apollo.nuigalway.ie/buildings/
• nunsisland/
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http://apollo.nuigalway.ie/buildings/nunsisland/
http://apollo.nuigalway.ie/buildings/nunsisland/


SOME QUESTIONS

WHAT QUESTIONS ARE WE MISSING?

9.





THANKYOU
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THANKYOU


