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AGENDA

› Introduction

• Where we are in this process
• Key feedback and comments received so far

› Designer’s response to the competition vision 
brief
• Summary of BDP + FCB competition thoughts

› Your thoughts
• Sketching and tracing ideas, thoughts, 

comments
› Closing and answering questions



PROJECT PROGRAMME

TODAY 6 WEEKS

Nuns' Island Project Programme

Review Feedback from Previous Consultations

Workshop with Residents

Masterplan Extents Freeze

Emerging Ideas

Workshop with Key Stakeholders

Develop Ideas

Public Consultation

Review Comments & Amend

Prepare Draft Masterplan

Issue Masterplan Report
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AREAS OF CONSIDERATION



KEY CONCERNS FROM RESIDENTS, ABOUT THE FUTURE OF NUNS’ ISLAND

§ New development might overwhelm the neighbourhood

§ Changes could make Nuns’ Island lose its character as a historic district

§ Anti-social behaviour already existing could be made worse

§ Loss of resident car parking spaces

§ Access if increased pedestrianisation takes place and retention of roads

§ Pedestrian access to rivers, canal and access routes if new bridges are created

§ Preference of revitalising of old buildings rather than creating new ones

§ Re-designation of the Bish school to residential

§ Demolishing the Bish school

§ Student accommodation could create problems with noise and disruption



A new museum

An artistic hub
Affordable housing

A new park

Increase Connectivity

Library
Culture

City market

Salmon watching

Clean energy

Creativity & innovation

Refurbish existing structures

Retail units ExhibitionsA sheltered food market
Expand the riverwalk

Locally grown food
City-wide permeability

Gaeilge centre

A place to watch the salmon

Tram system
Bio-innovation

Carbon neutral development

Mixed-use

Birdwatching

Cafes & Restaurants
Recognise its past uses

Industrial heritage

Solar panels

Socio-economic inclusiveness

Cycle lanes

Skateboarding Hydro power

A place to relax

Historic legacy

Cycling

Theatre

New Shops

Riverfront

Views

Quiet

Music venues Re-use buildings

Fountain

Statue

Fisheries site

Scouts

University link

All-weather

Music venues

Education

Tourism Active uses at ground level

SUGGESTIONS & FEEDBACK THROUGH NUI GALWAY WEBSITE

110 Responses 



SUGGESTIONS & FEEDBACK RECEIVED THROUGH THE WEBSITE

Sustainability
9%

Accomodation
14%

Pedestrians/Bridges
9%

Culture/Heritage
6%

Music/Arts
16%Incubation Space

4%

Children
3%

Science & Tech
2%

Nature
13%

Library
3%

Transport 
2%

Retail
6%

Other
13%

110 Responses 



Anti-social behavior
Resiliency and flooding

Overdevelopment

Need to protect local charm

Local building materials
Need for resiliency

Local charm
Increased traffic

Change of use

Loss of calmness

Road obstruction

Fishing impact

Lack of affordable housing

Access issues

New buildings

History lost

Keeping the scale

Need for socio-economic inclusion

Riverfront protection

Salmon traps
Congestion

Parking

Corrib river impact

KEY CONCERNS RECEIVED THROUGH NUI GALWAY WEBSITE



"Galway’s historical connection with the river"
"A place to relax"

"An island of biodiversity"
"Put priority of people over cars"

“A highlight could be a covered market showcasing what the city has to o ffer"
"A place for creative industry to flourish"

"A stage for cultural and muscial events"
"restore the mill and use its sustainable energy"

"A place of Irish historical importance"
"A vibrant and sustainable community, connected to nature"

"A waterside city park full of activity and life"

KEY QUOTES RECEIVED FROM NUI GALWAY WEBSITE



IDEAS COMPETITION BRIEF

§ Provide a framework to guide future development and explore balances between 
different types of development

§ Identify specific development opportunities and package lands and buildings efficiently

§ Foster place-making, culture, arts, neighbourhood services, university and commercial 
activities

§ Integrate and improve the public realm

§ Design new buildings and spaces to create a consistent standard of design

§ Act as a reference document as a reference for future planning applications


