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About this report
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Foreword
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Hungarian Autistic Society (AOSZ)

Hungarian Parliamentary Commissioner for Civil Rights (OBH) 

Csupaszívek Society (Down Association)

H–1053 Budapest, Fejér Gy u. 10.

phone: +361 354 1073

fax: +361 302 0194

e-mail: valyi.reka@esoember.hu

www.esoember.hu

H–1387 Budapest, Pf. 40.

Budapest V., Nádor u. 22.

phone: +361 475 7100 

fax: +361 269 1615

e-mail: panasz@obh.hu

www.obh.hu

H–1068 Budapest Király u. 72. III. 22.

phone: +3630 274 8578

fax: +361 321 6889

e-mail: csato.zsuzsa@t-online.hu

www.down.hu;  

www.komplexrehabilitacio.hu

Organisations that took part in the 
preparation of the parallel report
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Hungarian Association for Persons with Intellectual Disability (ÉFOÉSZ)

National Council of Disabled Persons’ Organisations (FESZT)

Voice of Soul Association (Lélek-Hang Egyesület)

H–1093 Budapest, Lónyai u. 17. I. 1.

phone: +361 411 1356 

fax: +361 411 1356 

e-mail: kovacs.melinda@efoesz.hu

www.efoesz.hu

H–1032 Budapest, San Marco u. 76.

phone: +361 388 2387 

fax: +361 454 1144 

e-mail: szollosi_foldesi@yahoo.com 

www.feszt.info

H–2100 Gödöllô Kazinczy krt. 17.

phone: +3630 498 0720

e-mail: botka.bianka@yahoo.com

www.lelekhangegyesulet.5mp.eu
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Mental Disability Advocacy Centre (MDAC)

National Federation of Disabled Persons’ Associations (MEOSZ)

Hungarian Association of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, (SINOSZ)

H–1051 Budapest, Hercegprímás u. 11. 

phone: +361 413 2730

fax: +361 413 2739

e-mail: mamir@mdac.info,   

ggombos@mdac.info 

www.mdac.info

H–1032 Budapest, San Marco 76.

phone: +361 388 2387  

fax: +361 454 1144

e-mail: lajos.hegedus@meoszinfo.com 

www.meoszinfo.hu

H–1068 Budapest, Benczúr utca 21.

phone: +361 351 0434

fax/text: +361 342 1989

e-mail: foldes.dalma@sinosz.hu

www.sinosz.hu
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H–1084 Budapest, Víg u. 28.

phone: +361 209 0046

fax: +361 279 0755

e-mail: verdestamas@tasz.hu

www.tasz.hu

Hungarian Civil Liberties Union (TASZ)
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Abbreviations

AOSZ
ÉFOÉSZ

FESZT

FSZK

MEOSZ

MVGYOSZ

PÉF 
SINOSZ 

SVOE

ACT
DPI
DPI Europe
EDF
EUD
FIMITIC
MDAC
WFD

ÁNTSZ

EBH
ELTE
IMEI

IRM

KSH

MeH
NEFE

NFÜ
OBH

OBH-ÁJOB

National NGOs/DPOs

International NGOs/DPOs

National institutions
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OBH-OJB

OFT
OGYI
SZMM

IPU
ODA
OECD
OECD DAC
OHCHR
UNICEF

Alk.
Ebktv.

Eütv.
Fot.

Magyar jelnyelvi törvény

OFP

CEDAW
CRC
CRPD
OPCAT

International Institution

National Laws

International laws
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1. According to the census data, 
32 percent of persons with 

disabilities did not finish primary 
school, and only 39 percent  

completed their primary 
education. Though this 

accounted for a considerable, 
9 percent increase, it still 

lagged considerably behind the 
educational level of persons 

without disabilities. 25 percent 
had vocational training or the 

diploma of a secondary school, 
and 5 percent had a college  

or university degree.  
(Source: Resolution of Parliament 

10/2006 (16 February) on 
the new National Disability 

Programme [10/2006. (II. 16.) 
OGY határozat az új Országos 

Fogyatékosügyi Programról],  
p. 11).

2. Resolution of Parliament 
10/2006, p. 10.

Introduction

1

2



  13





  15

Executive summary

1. 

2.

3.

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1 Purpose

4.

5.
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6.

Article 2 Definitions

7.

8.

9.

Article 3 General principles

10.

11.

12.
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.
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Article 4 General obligations

18. 

19. 

20. 

SPECIFIC RIGHTS

Article 5 Equality and non-discrimination

21.

22.

23.

24.

Article 8 Awareness raising

25.
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26.

27.

28. 

Article 9 Accessibility

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.
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Article 10 Right to life

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

Article 11 Situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies

42.

43.
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44. 

45.

Article 12 Equal recognition before the law

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.
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54.

55.

56.

Article 13 Access to justice

57.

58.

59.

60.

Article 14 Liberty and security of the person

61.

62.

63.

64.
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65.

66.

Article 15 Freedom from torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment

67.

68.

69.

70.

71. 

Article 16 Freedom from exploitation, violence and abuse

72.
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73.

Article 17 Protecting the integrity of the person

75.

76. 

77.

78.

79.
80.

81.

Article 18 Liberty of movement and nationality

82.

83.

84.
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85.

86.

Article 19 Living independently and being included in the community

87.

88.

89.

90.

Article 20 Personal mobility

91.

92.

93.

94.

95.
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Article 21 Freedom of expression and opinion, and access to information

96. 

97.

98.

99.

100.

Article 22 Respect for privacy

101.

102.

103.

104.

105.

106.

107.

Article 23 Respect for home and the family

108.

109. 
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110.

111.

112.

113.

114.

Article 24 Education

115. 

116.

117.

118.

119.

120.

121.

122.

123.
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Article 25 Health

124.

125.

126.

127.

128.

129.

130.

131.

Article 26 Habilitation and rehabilitation

132.

133.

134.

135.

136.

137.

138.
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139.

Article 27 Work and employment

140.

141. 

142. 

143.

144.

145.

146.

Article 28 Adequate standard of living and social protection

147.

148.

149.

150.

Article 29 Participation in political and public life

151.
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152.

153.

Article 30 Participation in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sport

154.

155.

BoyS, GiRLS AnD WomEn WitH DiSABiLitiES

Article 6 Women with disabilities

156. 

156. 

157. 

Article 7 Children with disabilities

158. 

159. 
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160. 

161. 

SPECiAL PRoviSionS

Article 31 Statistics and data collection

162. 

163.

164.

165.

Article 32 international cooperation

166. 

167. 

Article 33 national implementation and monitoring

168. 

169. 

170.
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SEGMENT OF THE TREATY-SPECIFIC 
DOCUMENT SUBMITTED TO THE COMMITTEE 
RELATING TO GENERAL PROVISIONS  
OF THE CONVENTION



  35

Purpose

PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN HUNGARIAN LAW

Fot. 

1 2

ARTICLE 1

1. The authentic versions, 
among them the English, 
provide examples of persons 
with disabilities (“include...”). 
The Hungarian translation 
(“fogyatékossággal élô személy 
minden olyan személy”) gives 
the false impression that the 
list is exhaustive, which makes 
the wording excluding, and thus 
contrary to the Purpose of the 
Convention.

Act XXVI of 1998, on ensuring equal opportunities for persons with disabilities [1998. évi XXVI. törvény 
a fogyatékos személyek jogairól és esélyegyenlôségük biztosításáról, Fot.]
Act CXXV of 2003, on equal treatment and the promotion of equal opportunities [2003. évi CXXV. 
törvény az egyenlô bánásmódról és az esélyegyenlôség elômozdításáról, Ebktv.]
Resolution of Parliament 10/2006 (16 February) on the new National Disability Programme [10/2006. 
(II. 16.) OGY határozat az új Országos Fogyatékosügyi Programról, OFP]
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3

PURPOSES

2. The Hungarian term used for 
mental impairment (“szellemi 

károsodás”) is not only outdated 
and stigmatizing, but also 

constitutes an error with regard 
to the scope of persons covered 

by the Convention. Mental 
impairment includes persons 

with psychiatric problems, which 
the Hungarian translation fails to 

indicate.

 3. See this in more detail  
in the discussion of Article 3.
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SUMMARY
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RECOMMENDATIONS
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Definitions

COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE

Act CXXV of 2009 on Hungarian sign language and the use of 
Hungarian sign language

1

Act 
XXVI of 1998, on ensuring equal opportunities for persons with disabilities

2

1. The Act can be downloaded: 
http://www.fszk.hu/fszk/tudastar/
jogszabaly/hazai/A_jelnyelvi_
torveny_angolul.pdf

2. Act No. XXVI. of 1998 on  
the Provision of the Rights  
of Persons Living with Disability 
and their Equal of Opportunities. 
http://text.disabilityknowledge.
org/The-Law.htm

ARTICLE 2
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DISCRIMINATION BASED ON DISABILITY

Act CXXV of 2003, on equal treatment and the promotion of equal 
opportunities

33. http://www.egyenlobanasmod.
hu/data/SZMM094B.pdf
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REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION

UNIVERSAL DESIGN

National Disability Programme
4

RECOMMENDATIONS

4. OFP, Chapter I:  
http://www.szmm.gov.hu/ 
main.php?folderID=1295
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General principles

DIGNITY, AUTONOMY AND INDEPENDENCE

Act XXVI of 1998, on 
ensuring equal opportunities for persons with disabilities

1

National Disability 
Programme

2

a) 

b) 
c) 
d) 
e) 
f ) 
g) 
h) 

1. Act No. XXVI. of 1998 on 
the Provision of the Rights of 
Persons Living with Disability 
and their Equal of Opportunities, 
http://text.disabilityknowledge.
org/The-Law.htm

2. OFP, http://www.szmm.gov.hu/
main.php?folderID=1295
 
 

ARTICLE 3
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3

NON-DISCRIMINATION

Act CXXV of 2003 on equal treatment and the 
promotion of equal opportunities

FULL AND EFFECTIVE PARTICIPATION AND 
INCLUSION IN SOCIETY

4

5

6

7

3. Ibid.

4. Article 1.

5. Article 17.

6. Article 17.5.

7. OFP, Chapter I.
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RESPECT FOR DIFFERENCE AND ACCEPTANCE OF
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES AS PART 
OF HUMAN DIVERSITY AND HUMANITY 

8

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

ACCESSIBILITY

9

8. OFP, Chapter I.

9. Fot. 4.§ (h)
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EQUALITY BETWEEN MEN AND WOMEN

10

11

RESPECT FOR THE EVOLVING CAPACITIES 
OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES AND RESPECT FOR
THE RIGHT OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES 
TO PRESERVE THEIR IDENTITIES

Act XXXI of 1997 on the protection of children and guardianship administration 

RECOMMENDATIONS

10. See the discussion of  
Article 6

11. OFP, Chapter I. 
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General obligations 

1. 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

f ) 

g) 

h) 

i ) 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

4. CIKK
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SECTION 2

Act XXVI of 1998 on ensuring equal opportunities for persons with disabilities 

1

SECTION 3

National Disability Council

2

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Fot., Article 2.5.

  

2. On the composition  

of the OFT, see in Hungarian:  

http://www.eselyegyenloseg.hu/ 

main.php?folderID=21203. 

The OFT is composed of 

representatives of governmental 

bodies and non-governmental 

organizations, such as national 

organizations of Disabled Persons, 

of the Blind and Visually Impaired, 

the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, 

Persons with Intellectual Disability, 

and The Hungarian Autistic Society.



SEGMENT OF THE REPORT 
RELATING TO SPECIFIC RIGHTS
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Equality and non-discrimination

Equal Treatment Authority

1

2

Act CXXV of 2003 on Equal Treatment and Promotion of Equal Opportuni-
ties 

1.

2.

3.

4.

1. Justification

2. In Hungarian:  
[ABH 1992. 280, 281.].

ARTICLE 5
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3

4

National Disability Programme 
5

LEGISLATION IN PRACTICE

3. http://www.egyenlobanasmod.
hu/index.php?g=cases.php

4. Dr. Judit Demeter :  
“A Fogyatékossággal élô  
személyek jogairól szóló  
egyezmény és az ahhoz  

kapcsolódó Fakultatív Jegyzô-
könyv kihirdetésérôl szóló 

2007. évi XCII. törvény és az 
egyenlô bánásmódról és az 

esélyegyenlôség elômozdításáról 
szóló 2003. évi CXXV. törvény 

elemzése [Analysis of Act XCII of 
2007 on the promulgation  

of The Convention on the Rights  
of Persons with Disabilities  

and Optional Protocol  
and Act CXXV of 2003 on Equal 

Treatment and Promotion of 
Equal Opportunities].

5. Parliamentary resolution 
10/2006. (II. 16.) OGY  

on Hungary’s new National 
Disability Program
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National Council of Federations of People with Disabilities 

arliamentary Commissioner (Ombudsman) for Civil Rights  

In 2009, the Ombudsman responded to a complaint by a student with a a hearing prob-
lem6 and  launched an investigation of foreign language proficiency examination pro-
cedures. The Ombudsman found: „the methodology of foreign language proficiency 
examination procedures infringes on legal security because is not unified, information
about examinations is inadequate, it is not accessible, and it does not comply with the  
criterion of being easily understandable.” In response to the Ombudsman’s request,
the head of the Language Examination Accreditation Center requested accredited
examination centers to incorporate into their internal by-laws and make public in their
informational materials, the type of assistance they offer to persons with disabilities.
This was done to ensure that persons with disabilities are able to participate in
foreign language  proficiency examinations on an equal basis with others.     

7 8

Ju-
dicial Monitoring and Psychiatric Institute

9

6. Report of the Parliamentary 
Commissioner for Civil Rights  
on case number AJB 1989/2009. 
In Hungarian: www.obh.hu/allam/
jelentes/200901989.rtf

7. Case number AJB 6540/2009.

8.  As of 1 January 2010, an 
employment contract for so-called  
development-preparatory 
employment can only be 
concluded provided the person 
cared for is under 55 years 
of age. The other form of the 
employment subsidy program 
for persons with disabilities, 
work rehabilitation is only pos-
sible under the decree provided 
the person cared for is under 
62 years of age. The previous 
normative funding system  
was replaced by the tender 
system.

9.  The report can be found  
in Hungarian: http://www.obh.hu/
allam/jelentes/200901161.rtf
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10

exercizing 
of the right to vote 11 

access on 
an equal basis to public transportation. 

12

10. As set forth under Article 84 
(3) a) and Article 83 (6) of Law-

Decree No. 11 of 1979 on the 
Execution of Punishments and 

Measures Bv. Tvr.)

11. Report of the Parliamentary 
Commissioner on Civil Rights on 

case number OBH 2405/2009.

12. „Elhúzódó akadálymentesítés, 
esélyegyenl_tlenség a közlekedés-

ben [Delayed Accessibility, Lack 
of Equal Opportunity in Transit]”: 
http://www.obh.hu/allam/aktualis/

htm/kozlemeny20100104.htm
  

  13. Report of the 
Parliamentary Commissioner on 
Civil Rights on case numbers AJB 

1792/2009, AJB 1799/2009, AJB 
5477/2009, AJB 5629/2009.

   
14. http://www.bkv.hu/

mozgaskorlatozott/index.html 
(2010. 03. 27)

Additionally, individual provisions are discriminatory. For instance the rates used by the Budapest Transit Company 
(BKV Zrt.) are discriminatory because they mandate validating two tickets instead of one when using „midibus”, a 
service for persons with physical disability. Under a government decree this service is supposed to be fully subsidized 
for persons with severe disabilities. Another form of discrimination is that the hours of this service is limited compared 
to other transit services.
The Ombudsman has requested “Budapest’s Municipal Government to take the necessary measures with a view to 
BKV Zrt. discontinuing the discriminatory fares applied to its midibus service”13 The information for persons with physical 

disability on BKV’s Web site since 31 December 2009 still contains the discriminatory provisions: “You may use our service 

by validating 2 tickets for a single trip within Budapest’s administrative district, with one accompanying person who is 

allowed to travel free of charge; the season ticket or travel pass is not valid on these services. You can also purchase 

tickets from the bus driver. The bus service is available work days from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. along a route co-ordinated 

in advance within Budapest’s administrative districts. The ‘door-to-door’ special midibus service is also available on 

Saturdays.”14 Discrimination is even more blatant if we consider the situation in light of the ratio of BKV’s accessible vehicles.
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PROGRAMS IMPLEMENTED BY NGOS 

15

Hand in Hand Foundation 

15. Implementing organizations: 
Hand in Hand Foundation, 
Symbiosis Foundation,  
The Hungarian Autistic Society. 
For more information about  
the program:  
http://www.kezenfogva.hu
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De juRe Foundation 

RECOMMENDATIONS
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Awareness-raising

New National Disability Programme. 

1

2

Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour
Mental Disability Advocacy Centre

Hungarian 
Association of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing

1. 
a) 

b) 

c) 
2. 
a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

1. 10/2006. (II. 16.) OGY  
határozat az új országos fogyaté-
kosügyi programról, III. Fejezet 
2.2. pont [Decision of Parliament 
10/2006 (16 February) “On 
the New National Disability 
Programme,” Chapter III, Article 
2.2] The document is available  
at: http://www.szmm.gov.hu/main.
php?folderID=1295

2. Dr. Ádám Kósa, Dr. László 
Gábor Lovászy, Ph.D.: A fogyaté-
kossággal élô személyek jogairól 
szóló egyezmény értékelése és 
kritikája a jelnyelvhez kapcsolódó 
jogok vonatkozásában [A review 
and critique of the Convention 
on the Rights of People with 
Disabilities with respect to rights  
related to sign language], 
SINOSZ, 2008. p. 9.

ARTICLE 8
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Advocating Change Together

Gusztáv Bárczi Special Education Faculty of the Lóránt Eötvös University of 
Sciences

33. http://moodle.
disabilityknowledge.org/course/

category.php?id=6
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4

road show 

Pannon Halláscentru-
mok Ltd. 

4. SINOSZ Emberi jogok. Igen! 
Képzési kézikönyv adaptált  
változat, June 2008,  
ISBN 978 963 06 6708-1 http://
www.sinosz.hu/sites/default/files/
EmberiJogok_0.pdf
More on the orginial English 
language handbook:  http://
www1.umn.edu/humanrts/
edumat/hreduseries/TB6/index2.
html
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Prime Minister’s Office 

55. General Guide to the 
Parliamentary Commissioner’s 

Office: http://www.obh.hu/allam/
eng/index.htm

One of the important responsibilities of the Parliamentary Commissioner for Civil Rights (OBH-ÁJOB) is to 
increase the public’s awareness of persons with disabilities, and to promote the protection of the interests of 
people with disabilities by raising the general issue and suggesting possible solutions, thereby facilitating efficient 
redress for individual complaints and grievances. As part of the project series called Human Dignity without 
Barriers [Emberi méltóság korlátok nélkül], in 2009 the OBH-ÁJOB launched a program it called Different with 
Dignity [Méltóképpen másképp], to identify the rights that persons with disabilities have, together with those they 
expect in the 21st century, and to find possible solutions. The program included three workshops, Public life – 
with a difference [Közélet – másképp] on 27 April 2009; Private life – with a difference [Magánélet – másképp] on  
3 June; and Closed doors – open issues [Zárt ajtók – nyitott kérdések] on 12 November. As a result, instructions on 
how to file a complaint are now available in sign language on the website of SINOSZ, which also offers a link to 
the website of the OBH.
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Mediaunio Foundation

RECOMMENDATIONS
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Accessibility

PRECEDENTS AND THE CURRENT SITUATION

Motivation Foundation 

National Federation of Disabled Persons’ Associations 

1. 

a) 

b) 
1. 
a) 

b) 

c) 
d) 

e) 

f ) 

g) 

h) 

ARTICLE 9
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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE HUNGARIAN LEGAL 
ENVIRONMENT

1

Act XXVI of 1998, on ensuring equal opportunities for persons with disabilities 

2

To facilitate the interpretation of the concept of equal access, 

1. Az épített környezet alakí-
tásáról és védelmérôl szóló 
1997. évi LXXVIII. törvény 

[Act LXXVIII of 1997 on the 
formation and protection of the 
built environment]. Az országos 

településrendezési és építési  
követelményekrôl (OTÉK) 

szóló 253/1997. (XII. 20.) Korm. 
rendelet [Government Decree 
253/1997 (20 December), on 

national settlement development 
and building requirements.]



  65

test cases 

Parliamentary Commissioner for Civil Rights 

2 2. AJB 1792/2009, AJB 
1799/2009, AJB 5477/2009, 
AJB 5629/2009. Find these 
reports of the OBH in 
Hungarian at www.obh.hu/allam/
jelentes/200901792.rtf

The objectives of the second National Development Plan [Nemzeti Fejlesztési Terv, NFT], which were written to 
use EU resources in the period 2007–2013, include the support of activities aiming to increase accessibility, to be 
financed chiefly from EU grants . In the calls for EU-funded tenders for this period, accessibility – as one of the 
horizontal principles of equal opportunity – is among the application criteria.
In connection with the accessibility of public buildings the positive effects of the above are evident though it is 
predictable even the modified deadlines of Fot. will not be met. This delay is especially evident in public transport 
systems.
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    RAILCARS        PASSENGER CARS

The figures alone indicate that service providers will not be able to observe 
the deadline stipulated in the Act and ensure complete accessibility in public 
transport by 31 December 2010.

ALKALMAS

RÉSZBEN ALKALMAS

ALKALMATLAN

6%

13%

81%

 

AKADÁLYMENTES ÉPÜLET

MOZGÁSKORLÁTOZOTT
WC-VEL RENDELKEZIK

TAKTILIS VEZETÔFELÜLET VAN

NEM AKADÁLYMENTESÍTETT

4,5% 4,7%
0,5%

90,3%

 

DKV KT BKV SZK MVK VOLÁN PK
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ALKALMATLAN
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81%

 AKADÁLYMENTES ÉPÜLET

MOZGÁSKORLÁTOZOTT
WC-VEL RENDELKEZIK

TAKTILIS VEZETÔFELÜLET VAN

NEM AKADÁLYMENTESÍTETT

4,5% 4,7%
0,5%

90,3%

 

AKADÁLYMENTES ÉPÜLET

MOZGÁSKORLÁTOZOTT
WC-VEL RENDELKEZIK

TAKTILIS VEZETÔFELÜLET VAN

NEM AKADÁLYMENTESÍTETT

4,5% 4,7%
0,5%

90,3%

 

ALKALMAS

ALKALMATLAN

3%

97%

 

Proportion of wheelchair-
accessible carriages  

presently operated by  
MÁV-Start Inc. (Zrt.):

  

Indicators of passenger 
facilities, according 

to MÁV-Start Inc. (Zrt.):

Low-floor vehicles at various 
service providers

Debreceni Közlekedési Zrt. (DKV)
Kaposvári Tömeg- 

közlekedési Zrt. (KT)  
Budapesti Közlekedési Zrt. (BKV)

Szegedi Közlekedési Kft. (SZK)
Miskolc Városi  

Közlekedési Zrt. (MVK)
Volán

Pécsi Közlekedési Zrt. (PK)

ACCESSIBLE

PARTLY ACCESSIBLE

NOT ACCESSIBLE

ACCESSIBLE

NOT ACCESSIBLE

BUILDING IS ACCESSIBLE

HAS DISABLED TOILET

HAS TACTILE WARNING SURFACES

HAS NO ACCESSIBILITY FEATURES
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accessibility of the 
underground, 

3

The DeJure Foundation for the Rights of the Disabled

4

Equal access to information and communications

3. The OBH-ÁJOB’s report on 

case AJB 1461/2010 can be found 

in Hungarian at www.obh.hu/

allam/jelentes/201001461.rtf

4. The accessibility of the vehicle 
of public transport, for instance, 
is regulated by A közúti jármûvek 
forgalomba helyezésérôl és 
forgalomban tartásának mûszaki 
feltételeirôl szóló 6/1990. (IV. 12.)  

KÖHÉM rendelet [Decree 

6/1990 (12 April) of the Ministry 

of Transport, Communications 

and Energy, on the technical 

requirements for the operation  

of road vehicles].
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ÉFOÉSZ’s easy to read communication activity 

Hungarian Association for Persons with Intellectual Disability

5

Subtitling television programs

Act I of 1996 on radio and television broadcasting

5. The new Civil Code has  

not come into effect.

With regard to communications, the provisions of Fot. are merely indicative, not enforceable, which can be consid-
ered a serious defect. (This is also indicated in the minister’s explanation for Article 7 of the Act.)
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Act LXXIV of 2007 on the rules of broadcasting and digital switchover

set of proposals 

Act on Hungarian Sign Language

8

access to electronic public 
services, 

6. 10/2006. (II. 16.) OGY határozat 

az új Országos Fogyatékosügyi 

Programról [Resolution of 

Parliament 10/2006 (16 February) 

on the new National Disability 

Programme], p. 25.

7. Funds from 2007–2009 changed 

as follows: 

December 2007: 100.000.000 HUF

November 2008: 55.000.000 HUF

October 2009: 24.000.000 HUF

Source: Ministry of Social Affairs 

and Labour at www.szmm.gov.hu. 

Only in Hungarian.

8. 2009. évi CXXV. törvény  
a magyar jelnyelvrôl és a magyar  
jelnyelv használatáról [Act  

CXXV of 2009 on Hungarian  

Sign Language and the use  

of Hungarian Sign Language].

On the other hand the National Disability Programme [Országos Fogyatékosügyi Program, OFP] discusses 
subtitling in greater detail, when referring to the principle of equal access: “at least one news programme per day 
on all national television channels should be transmitted in a format accessible for the deaf and hard of hearing, by 
using subtitling and/or a sign language interpreter – using the means of media regulations.”6

The implementation of access to communication was very slow to start, and is still not at the desired level. Between 
the autumn of 2007 and the summer of 2008, the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour provided nearly HUF 100 
million in support for the subtitling of television programmes that are broadcast nationally. By the next year, the 
available funds were cut by about a half.7 According to the Hungarian Association of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
[Siketek és Nagyothallók Országos Szövetsége, SINOSZ], this cut is responsible for a 67 percent drop in the 
availability of the service.
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Nonprofit Media Centre
Institute of Applied Communication Science

AVAILABLE LEGAL REMEDIES

10. Vakok perelik az OTP-t  
a bankautomaták miatt.  

Sérültek.hu, 2005. december 2.   

http://www.fogyatekosportal.hu/

index.php?option 

=com_content&task=view&id 

=411&Itemid=2&lang=



  71

9

10

LEGISLATIVE MEASURES REQUIRED BY 
THE UN CONVENTION BUT NOT TAKEN TO DATE

RECOMMENDATIONS

9. 2003. évi CXXV. törvény 

az egyenlô bánásmódról és az 
esélyegyenlôség elômozdításáról 
[Act CXXV of 2003 on Equal 

Treatment and Promotion of Equal 

Opportunities].

10. The decision of the Equal 

Rights Authority (Egyenlô  
Bánásmód Hatóság, EBH) on case 

1340/2008 and EBH 418/2007  

can be found at  

http://www.egyenlobanasmod.hu/

index.php?g=english.htm.

Since the ratification of the UN Convention, Hungary has not improved the guarantees that ensure accessibility 
for persons with disabilities.
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Right to life

PREJUDICE

HUNGARIAN LAW GUARANTEES AND SUPPORTS
THE RIGHT TO LIFE OF ALL PERSONS, 
INCLUDING THOSE WITH DISABILITIES

1

on the protection of fetal life

1. Cf. Article 54.1 of the 

Constitution, and the decisions  

of the Constitutional Court 

23/1990. (X. 31.) AB határozat, 

64/1991. (XII. 17.) AB határozat.

ARTICLE 10
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2

3

4

Act CLIV of 1997 on health
passive euthanasia

2. Emberi jogok. Igen!  
A Fogyatékossággal élô személyek 
jogai – Képzési kézikönyv [Human 

rights. Yes! Action and Advocacy 
on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities]. Siketek és Nagyot-
hallók Országos Szövetsége, 

Budapest, 2009, p. 105. The text 

references Article 6 of Act  

LXXIX of 1992, on the protection 

of fetal life.

3. 64/1991. AB határozat [Decision 

of the Constitutional Court 

64/1991].

4. 48/1998. AB határozat [Decision 

of the Constitutional Court 

48/1998].
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In 2001, the Parliamentary Commissioner for Civil Rights [Állampolgári Jogok Országgyûlési Biztosa, OBH-ÁJOB] 
initiated an investigation into a series of fires in a psychiatric institution, one of which led to the death of a patient. 
A man aged 35 and in a conservatorship that precluded his competency was placed in a locked net bed for the 
night, whence he could not be rescued. The investigation found that “the patient could not have been placed in 
the net bed, and that crowdedness and staff shortage posed an immediate threat to the right to life of patients and 
employees.” 7

death penalty

5

6

SUMMARY

5. Emberi jogok. Igen! p. 105  

(only in the Hungarian version). 

6. Akkoc v. Turkey /EctHR, 

2294/7/98, 10 October 2000;  

Edwards (Paul and Audrey)  

v. The United Kingdom /EctHR, 

4677/99, 14 March 2002..

7. Emberi jogok. Igen! p. 105  

(only in the Hungarian version).
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RECOMMENDATIONS
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Situations of risk and humanitarian 
emergencies

Constitution of the Republic of 
Hungary. Act CV of 2004 on 
Defense and the Hungarian Army (Hvt.). 

Article 70/E. (1) Citizens of the Republic of Hungary have the right to social security; they are entitled to the 
support required to live in old age, and in the case of sickness, disability, being widowed or orphaned and in the 
case of unemployment through no fault of their own.
(2) The Republic of Hungary shall implement the right to social support through the social security system and the 
system of social institutions

ARTICLE 11
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1

2

Act 
LXXX of 2007 on Asylum

3

4

The ombudsman 
in one of its investigations5

1. Based on informal disclosure of 

National Directorate General for 

Disaster Management  

2. Source: National Directorate 

General for Disaster Management 

(only in Hungarian)

3. A person requiring special 

treatment: „a vulnerable person, in 

particular, a minor, unaccompanied 

minor, elderly or disabled person, 

pregnant woman, single parent 

raising a minor child and a person 

who has undergone torture, 

rape or any other grave form of 

psychological, physical or sexual 

violence and has special needs 

because of his/her individual 

situation.” (Article 2 [k], Act  

LXXX of 2007 on Asylum)

4. Article 4, Government 

Decree 301/2007. (XI. 9.) on the 

Implementation of Act LXXX of 

2007 on Asylum

  

5. Case number OBH 3339/2008. 
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6

SUMMARY

6. „How Refugees and Asylum 

Seekers Experience Life in Central 

Europe,” UNHCR, 2008 AGDM 

Report, p. 19.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
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Equal recognition before the law

THE HUNGARIAN TRANSLATION OF THE ARTICLE
AND THE RATIFICATION OF THE CONVENTION

Ministry of Justice and Law Enforcement

1

2

3

1. 
2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

1. Then being formed with 

the intention to work on the 

implementation of Article 12 and 

the reform of the provisions of the 

Civil Code on the capacity to act, 

the civil coalition was represented 

at these consultations by the 

Mental Disability Advocacy Centre 

(MDAC) and the Hungarian 

Association for Persons with 

Intellectual Disability (Értelmi 
Fogyatékossággal Élôk és Segítôik 
Országos Érdekvédelmi Szövet-
sége, ÉFOÉSZ). The consultations 

took place in April and May 2007.

2. Vienna Convention on the Law 

of Treaties, 1969. http://untreaty.

un.org/ilc/texts/instruments/

english/conventions/1_1_1969.pdf

ARTICLE 12
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THE UNFINISHED RE-CODIFICATION 
OF THE CAPACITY TO ACT IN HUNGARIAN LAW 

Civil Code

4

Mental Disability Advocacy Centre

5

6

civil coalition 

3. Gábor Gombos et al.:  

“Bizonyítási kísérlet és  
kommentár a 12. cikkelyhez, avagy 

a cselekvôképesség problémája” 
[An Attempted Argument and 

Commentary to Article 12 or the 

Problem of Legal Capacity].  

Fogyatékosság és társadalom,  

Vol. 1, Issue 1, Summer 2009. 

(Only in Hungarian.)

4. The disagreement concerned 

whether persons under plenary 

guardianship can enter into 

contracts of employment (with 

the consent of their guardians). 

The Ministry of Social Affairs and 

Labour (Szociális és Munkaügyi 

Minisztérium, SZMM) held that 

this was possible, while the IRM 

disputed this position.

 

5. Guardianship and Human Rights 

in Hungary I. MDAC, Budapest, 

November 2006.  

http://www.mdac.info/documents/

Hungary%20report 

_comprehensive_English.pdf

 
6. Recommendation No. R (99) 4  

of the Committee of Ministers 

to Member States on Principles 

Concerning the Legal Protection 

of Incapable Adults. http://www.

coe.int/t/dg3/healthbioethic/

texts_and 

_documents/Rec%2899%294E.pdf
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7

Supreme Court Codification Commit-
tee

8

9  

counter-statement,10

7. Guardianship and Human  

Rights in Hungary II. MDAC,  

Budapest, June 2007.  

http://www.mdac.info/

documents/Hungary%20report_

comprehensive_English.pdf

8. A polgári törvénykönyvrôl  
szóló 2009. évi CXX. törvény  

[Act CXX of 2009, on the Civil 

Code].

9. 2010. évi XV. törvény a polgári 
törvénykönyvrôl szóló 2009.  
évi CXX. törvény 
hatálybalépésérôl és végre-
hajtásáról [Act XV of 2010 

on the coming into force and 

implementation of Act CXX of 

2009 on the Civil Code].

10. Summary in English:  

http://www.mdac.info/en/ 

polgari-torvenykonyv-

hatalybalepese-civil-osszefog

The chief normative principles were the following:
Revoke the institutions of plenary guardianship and guardianship with general limitations;
Case- and case type-specific restriction as the last resort if less restrictive solutions prove insufficient;
The difference of communication can in no way justify the restriction of the capacity to act;
Introducing instruments that support and do not restrict the exercise of the capacity to act (supported  
decision-making, advance directive).
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CAPACITY TO HAVE RIGHTS (“JOGKÉPESSÉG”)

THE CAPACITY TO ACT (“CSELEKVÔKÉPESSÉG”)

A. Current provisions

11 
11. The largest residential 

institution in Hungary is in 

Szentgotthárd. It is home to 720 

psychiatric patients, who are, 

almost without exception, under 

guardianship, mostly under plenary 

guardianship. Half of them have 

professional guardians. For years, 

the municipal government in 

charge employed two professional 

guardians, until a few years ago, 

when a third was employed.
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B. The new Civil Code (not in force)
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PROCEDURAL SAFEGUARDS

A. Current law
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B. The new Civil Code (not in force)

RIGHT TO PROPERTY AND ASSISTANCE 
TO CONTROL FINANCIAL AFFAIRS

A. Current law

B. The new Civil Code (not in force)
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RECOMMENDATIONS
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Access to justice

“equal protection formula” of the Constitution 

Act No. XXVI. of 1998 on Provision of the Rights of Persons Living with 
Disability and their Equality of Opportunity

1

ACCESS TO JUSTICE – FROM A THEORETICAL 
PERSPECTIVE

1. 

2. 

1. Emberi jogok. IGEN! [Human 

Rights. Yes!], A fogyatékossággal élô 
személyek jogai képzési kézikönyv 
[Action and Advocacy on the 

Rights of Persons with Disabilities], 

SINOSZ, Budapest, 2009.  

pp. 198–199. Only in Hungarian 

version.

ARTICLE 13
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criminal procedure 

2

3

Civil Procedure

4

2. Article 81 (1) (c), Act XIX of 

1998 on the Code of Criminal 

Procedure [1998. évi XIX. törvény 
a büntetôeljárásról]

3. Boglárka Benkó, János Fiala  

and Gábor Gombos:  

“MDAC tanulmány a hazai 

jogszabályi környezet össz-

hangjáról a CRPD-vel [Mental 

Disability Advocacy Center /

MDAC/ Study on the Extent to 

Which the Hungarian Legislative 

Environment is in Compliance with 

CRPD], analysis commissioned 

by Hungary’s National Disability 

Council (OFT), MDAC, 2008. Only 

in Hungarian

4. Article 7 (1), Act III of 1952 

on the Code of Civil Procedure 

[1952. évi III. törvény a polgári 

perrendtartásról]

Two significant things follow from the Convention’s provisions: (1) persons with disabilities have the same right to 
participate in justice administration proceedings (either as a party to litigation or as another participant of proceedings). 
The Convention’s wording makes it clear that this is the States Parties’ immediate obligation, which is not contingent 
on social and cultural factors, social welfare capabilities. (2) it is Hungary’s responsibility to ensure that the participation 
of persons with disabilities not be a mere formality, but effective and genuine co-operation. 
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Hungary’s Act on Legal Aid
5

6

Act CXXV of 2003 on Equal Treatment and Promotion of Equal Opportunities 

HOW ACCESSIBLE ARE THE INSTITUTIONS 
OF JUSTICE?

5. Act LXXX of 2003 on Legal Aid 

[2003. évi LXXX. törvény a jogi 

segítségnyújtásról]

6. Benkó Boglárka, Fiala János és 

Gombos Gábor : MDAC tanulmány 

a hazai jogszabályi környezet  

összhangjáról a CRPD-vel,  

az OFT megbízásából készített 

elemzés. 2008. http://e-oktatas.

barczi.hu/moodle/mod/resource/

view.php?id=59

“With funding from the European Union and the Hungarian Government, the Hand in Hand Foundation 
[Kézenfogva Alapítvány], The Hungarian Autistic Society [Autisták Országos Szövetsége], and the Symbiosis 
Foundation [Szimbiózis Alapítvány] have joined forces to launch the “Stand Up for Yourself!” Anti-discrimination 
program [“Ne hagyd magad!” antidiszkriminációs program], which fits into the implementation process of equal 
treatment legislation. In 2008, the programme’s beneficiaries came from the following constituencies: persons 
with intellectual disability, autism, Asperger Syndrome, as well as persons with severe-multiple disabilities and their 
family members.” Using the signal system established under the aegis of the programme, victims of discrimination 
were able to send their complaints to legal experts specialising in anti-discrimination law, who instituted diverse 
legal procedures in the complainants’ interests. The project’s outstanding success “inspired the Consortium to 
take the next step and craft a more advanced programme. Under the framework thereof, a complex anti-
discrimination network was established embracing organisations serving the legal protection of and advocating 
for persons with intellectual disability, autistic persons, persons with visual, physical, and hearing disabilities.” The 
partnering of legal aid services paved the way to the establishment, in the domain of legal protection for persons 
with disabilities, of a complex legal aid service embracing all disability groups, of a kind that has never before 
existed in Hungary.
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7

HOW THE LAW WAS REALIZED IN PRACTICE

Equal Treatment Authority
Office of the Parliamentary Commissioner

The National 
Council of Justice of Hungary

7. Emberi jogok. IGEN! [Human 

Rights. Yes!], A fogyatékossággal élô 
személyek jogai képzési kézikönyv 

[Action and Advocacy on the 

Rights of Persons with Disabilities], 

SINOSZ, Budapest, 2009,  

pp. 198–199
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OBH case number 434/1998

OBH case number 5086/2005 

11. Emberi jogok. Igen!  
A fogyatékossággal élô személyek 
jogai. Képzési kézikönyv. SINOSZ, 
Budapest, 2009. 198–199. o.

By amending Fot. several times, the deadline for making already existing public buildings housing government 
bodies providing public service, including justice administration buildings, has been  moved back from the prior 
deadline (1 January 2005) to 31 December 2013. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS
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Liberty and security of 
the person

1

Health Act’s
2

3

4

1. 
a) 
b) 

2. 

1. Article 55 (1), Act XX of  

1949 on the Constitution of the 

Republic of Hungary 

2. Act CLIV of 1997 on 

Health [1997. CLIV. törvény az 
egészségügyrôl]

3. Article 189 (1), Act CLIV of  

1997 on Health 

4. Constitutional Court decision 

21/2010. (II. 25.)

ARTICLE 14
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emergency medical treatment

5

6

7

involuntary medical treatment

5. Response of the Buda 

Central District Court to the 

questionnaire sent under the aegis 

of the MDAC research  

  

 

6. Benkó Boglárka, Fiala János és 

Gombos Gábor : MDAC  

tanulmány a hazai jogszabályi  

környezet összhangjáról  

a CRPD-vel [Mental Disability 

Advocacy Center /MDAC/ Study, 

az OFT megbízásából készített 

elemzés. 2008.  

(Only in Hungarian.)

  

7. Constitutional Court decision 

ABH 2000, 241, 271-272; 21/2010. 

(II. 25.) AB 
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8

9

European Court of Human Rights decision

persons deprived of their legal capacity

8. Article 199 (1) Act LXIV of  

1997 on Health

9. The doctor of the psychiatric 

institution ordered the patient’s 

emergency medical treatment 

based on neighbors’ assertions, 

without actually conducting  

an examination. The doctor was 

subsequently issued a warning, 

currently a civil suit is underway 

for compensation. 

10. Act III of 1993. on Social 

Administration and Social  

Services [1993. évi III. törvény  

a szociális igazgatásról és szociális 

ellátásokról]

Provisions governing placement in an institution of Hungary’s Act on Social Administration and Social Services or 
Social Welfare Act [A szociális igazgatásról és a szociális ellátásokról szóló törvény, Szociális törvény]10 constitute  
a violation of the right to personal liberty.
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11

12

13

new Civil Code

11. Boglárka Benkó, János Fiala 

and Gábor Gombos: [Mental 

Disability Advocacy Center /

MDAC/ Study on the Extent to 

Which the Hungarian Legislative 

Environment is in Compliance with 

CRPD], analysis commissioned 

by Hungary’s National Disability 

Council (OFT), MDAC, 2008. 

(Only in Hungarian.)

12. Gondnokság és emberi jogok 

Magyarországon – A gondnokság 

jogintézményének és  

gyakorlatának elemzése 

[Guardianship and Human Rights 

in Hungary – Analysis of the 

Legal Institution and Practice of 

Guardianship], MDAC [Mental 

Disability Advocacy Center], 2007

13. Mental Health Interest Forum 

(PÉF): „Az értelmi fogyatékosok 
szociális gondozó otthonaiban  

élô betegek emberi jogai  

[The Human Rights of Patients 

Care Homes For Mentally Ill]”
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14

15

14. Boglárka Benkó, János Fiala  

and Gábor Gombos: [Mental 

Disability Advocacy Center / 

MDAC/ Study on the Extent to 

Which the Hungarian Legislative 

Environment is in Compliance  

with CRPD], analysis 

commissioned by Hungary’s 

National Disability Council (OFT), 

MDAC, 2008. (Only in Hungarian.)

15. Report of the Parliamentary 

Commissioner for Civil Rights 

(ombudsman) on case number 

AJB 1161/2009.
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16

17

RECOMMENDATIONS

16. Boglárka Benkó, János Fiala 

and Gábor Gombos: [Mental 

Disability Advocacy Center /

MDAC/ Study on the Extent to 

Which the Hungarian Legislative 

Environment is in Compliance with 

CRPD], analysis commissioned 

by Hungary’s National Disability 

Council (OFT), MDAC, 2008. 

(Only in Hungarian.)

17. Dr. Ádám Kósa and Dr. László 

Gábor Lovászy, Ph.D.:  

A fogyatékossággal élô személyek 
jogairól szóló egyezmény érté-
kelése és kritikája a jelnyelvhez 

kapcsolódó jogok vonatkozásában 
[The Evaluation and Critique of 

the Convention on the Rights 

of Persons with Disabilities With 

Respect to Rights Associated With 

Sign Language], SINOSZ, 2008.  

p. 12 (Only in Hungarian.)
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Freedom from torture 
or cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment

1

2

3 clinical trials and rightful clinical practices 

4

5

Act III of 1993 on Social Administration 
and Social Services

Health Act

1. 

2. 

1. One of the central issues of 

international legal protection 

against torture is establishing 

appropriate regulation with 

respect to involuntary medical 

science research, putting in 

place necessary safeguards to 

make certain that experiments 

are conducted based on the 

principle of consent and voluntary 

participation, with special 

consideration to persons with 

limited legal capacity..

2. Boglárka Benkó, János Fiala and 

Gábor Gombos: “MDAC tanul-

mány a hazai jogszabályi környezet 

összhangjáról a CRPD-vel [Mental 

Disability Advocacy Center /

MDAC/ Study on the Extent to 

Which the Hungarian Legislative 

Environment is in Compliance with 

CRPD], analysis commissioned 

by Hungary’s National Disability 

Council (OFT), MDAC, 2008. p. 44. 

(Only in Hungarian.)

3. Decree 35/2005 (VIII. 26.) of  

the Minister of Health on the clini-

cal trial and application of correct 

clinical practices of investi gational 

medicinal products intended  

for use in humans: www.ogyi.hu/

dynamic/Decree35_2005.doc 

ARTICLE 15
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Decree number 1/2000 (I. 7.) SzCsM

4. Article 159 (4), Act CLIV of 

1997 on Health [1997. évi CLIV. 

törvény az egészségügyrôl]

5. Article 16 (5), Act CLIV of 1997 

on Health
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Ombudsman investigation case number OBH 5740/2008

special institution employing persons with disabilities and per-
sons raised in state care

Home for Psychiatric and 
Disabled Patients

Mental Health Interest Forum

 6 6. Mental Health Interest  

Forum (PÉF) press release, 26 

January 2010.  

(Only in Hungarian.)
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measures re-
stricting

7

7. Boglárka Benkó, János Fiala 

and Gábor Gombos: [Mental 

Disability Advocacy Center /

MDAC/ Study on the Extent to 

Which the Hungarian Legislative 

Environment is in Compliance with 

CRPD], analysis commissioned 

by Hungary’s National Disability 

Council (OFT), MDAC, 2008. 

(Only in Hungarian.)
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9

8.  Article 74 (1), Act IV.  

Of 1978 on the Criminal Code:  

“In case of the perpetrator of  

a violent punishable act against  

a person, or of a punishable  

act causing public danger, forced 

medical treatment shall be 

ordered, if the perpetrator is not 

punishable because of his insane 

state of mental functions, and  

it is to be supposed, that he will 

perpetrate a similar act, provided 

that, in case of punishability,  

a punishment exceeding one year 

of imprisonment would have  

to be inflicted.”

9.  Boglárka Benkó, János Fiala 

and Gábor Gombos: [Mental 

Disability Advocacy Center /

MDAC/ Study on the Extent to 

Which the Hungarian Legislative 

Environment is in Compliance with 

CRPD], analysis commissioned 

by Hungary’s National Disability 

Council (OFT), MDAC, 2008. 

(Only in Hungarian.)

Of the penal code measures carried out at IMEI, special mention must go to temporary forced medical treatment, 
which court of law orders based on the conjecture that the accused
1. perpetrated a violent act against a person or a criminal offence posing a public danger,
2. is not punishable by reason of insanity,
3. is likely to reoffend in a similar manner,
4. presuming he/she is punishable, the accused would have to be sentenced to imprisonment for more  

 than one year.8
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MDAC and the Hungarian Helsinki Committee

ombudsman investigation OBH 
AJB-1161/2009, 

RECOMMENDATIONS
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Freedom from exploitation, 
violence and abuse

Act XXVI of 1998, on ensuring equal opportunities for persons 
with disabilities

Act CXXV of 2003, on equal 
treatment and the promotion of equal opportunities

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

ARTICLE 16
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Equal Rights Authority 

Act XXII of 1992 on the Labour Code
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Act CXXXV of 2005 on crime victim support and state compensation 

Act IV of 1978 on the Criminal Code 
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RECOMMENDATIONS
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Protecting the integrity 
of the person

Constitution, 

Act on Health 1 

2

1. Act CLIV of 1997 on Health 

[1997. évi CLIV. törvény az 

egészségügyr_l, Eütv.]. In English: 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/

bodies/cescr/docs/E.C.12.HUN.3-

Annex10.pdf

2. “Invasive intervention: a physical 

intervention penetrating into the 

patient’s body through the skin, 

mucous membrane or an orifice, 

excluding interventions which 

pose negligible risks to the patient 

from a professional point of view.” 

(Eütv., Article 3.m.)

ARTICLE 17
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3

PROTECTION AGAINST FORCED STERILIZATION
AND FORCED ABORTION

The practice is just the opposite, for instance, in Canada, where the courts make separate decisions about the restriction 
of the personal freedom and the limitations of legal capacity when involuntary medical treatment is ordered.4  

3. Prof. Kovács József: A nem  

önkéntes pszichiátriai kezelés  

és a véleményszabadság 

[Involuntary psychiatric  

treatment and freedom of 

opinion] Fundamentum 2004/1  

(Only in Hungarian)

4. Starson v. Swayze

http://csc.lexum.umontreal.ca/en/ 

2003/2003scc32/2003scc32.html
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Courts must consider the following (among others) when their approval for 
sterilization is sought:
a) 

b) 

c) 
d) 

e) 

Sterilization can never be approved, and thus the guardian do not have the right 
to act independently, when the reason for application is one of the following:
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

INDEPENDENT SUPERVISORY AUTHORITIES

patient rights advocacy system
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Act XCVII of 2006 on professional chambers in healthcare

National Ethical Council

Hungarian National Public Health and Medical Officer Service

county ethical councils, 

“The number of cases reported to the Public Foundation for the Rights of Patients, Children and Persons on Social 
Welfare [Betegjogi, Ellátottjogi és Gyermekjogi Közalapítvány] increases every year. Our patient rights advocates 
handled 6750 complaints in 2004, 8300 in 2005, 7900 in 2006, 11,250 in 2007, and as many as 16,600 in 2008.  
Most cases concerned the infringement of right to healthcare. Next in order were violation of dignity and the right 
to information, which may also involve infringements on the patients’ right to self-determination. The fields in health 
service where most complaints are lodged are internal medicine, psychiatry, gynaecology and surgery.” 
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Health Insurance Supervisory Authority 

RECOMMENDATIONS
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Liberty of movement and 
nationality

Constitution

persons with a limited 
capacity to act

1. 

a) 

b) 

c) 
d) 
2. 

Government Decree 101/1998 (22 May) on the implementation of Act XII of 1998 on travelling abroad  
[A külföldre utazásról szóló 1998. évi XII. törvény végrehajtásáról szóló 101/1998. (V. 22.) Korm. rendelet] has  
the following provisions on applications for travelling documents:
Article 17. (3) The application of a minor or a person under guardianship shall be accompanied by a declaration the 
parents (legal representative) make before a notary public, the guardianship authority, an official of the consulate, 
the passport authority, or the notary of the regional centre, giving their consent to the issuance of the document, 
or by a document proving the cessation or suspension of parental care.

ARTICLE 18
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under plenary 
guardianship

immigrants with hearing impairment,

1

Act CXL of 2004 on the general rules of administrative pro-
ceedings and services

Act LV of 1993 on Hungarian citizenship 

1.  Dr. Ádám Kósa, Dr. László  

Gábor Lovászy, Ph.D.: A fogyaté-

kossággal élô személyek jogairól 
szóló egyezmény értékelése és 

kritikája a jelnyelvhez kapcsolódó 
jogok vonatkozásában [A review 

and critique of the Convention 

on the Rights of People with 

Disabilities with respect to rights 

related to sign language], SINOSZ, 

2008. (Only in Hungarian.)

Since the rules of the Ket. do not apply to citizenship procedures – with the exception specified –, the rules that 
promote equal opportunities for persons with disabilities should be introduced to the citizenship procedures as well.



  119

apply for citizenship only through their guardians, 

The provision of Article 18 on the liberty of movement and the freedom to 
choose place of residence is violated by the following legal provisions:

2 3

2.  Required, in the case of 

emergency treatment, by Article 

199.8 of the Eütv.; in the case  

of mandatory treatment, by Article 

200.7 and Article 198.1.

3.  See Articles 199.9 and 200.8.
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Civil Code 

4

Act IV of 1959 on the Civil Code

4.  According to Article 15/A.1 

of the Ptk. and Articles 93 and 

93.3 of the Szoctv., the temporary 

guardian can initiate the placement 

of a person under temporary 

guardianship in an institution, with 

the preliminary approval of the 

guardianship authority.
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Act III of 1993 on social administration and social services 

new Civil Code, would 
have had the following provisions:
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RECOMMENDATIONS
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Living independently and being
included in the community

1 

FACTS AND DATA ON RESIDENTIAL SERVICES AND
 COMMUNITY-BASED SERVICES

The dominance of large institutions

2

3

4

a) 

b) 

c) 

1. For a definition of the concept 

of disability, see Article 1 of the 

Convention. 

2. Source: Central Statistical Office  

[Központi Statisztikai Hivatal, KSH]

3. Erving Goffman coined the  
term of the total institution.  
Cf. Erving Goffman: Asylums; essays  
on the social situation of mental 
patients and other inmates. 
Garden City, N.Y.: Anchor Books, 
1961.

ARTICLE 19
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Community-based services are unavailable

5

6

RESIDENT  
CLASSIFICATION

TYPE OF HOME 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Psychiatric 

patients

Institution 8,124 7,939 7,877 7,752 7,843 7,888 7,902 7,899 7,943

Residential home 9 23 83 137 122 186 230 254 310

Total 8,133 7,962 7,960 7,889 7,965 8,074 8,132 8,153 8,253

Persons with 

disabilities

Institution 15,223 15,122 15,304 15,264 15,157 15,225 15,084 15,150 15,027

Residential home 123 317 524 772 969 1,062 1,183 1,307 1,378

TOTAL 15,346 15,439 15,828 16,036 16,126 16,287 16,267 16,457 16,405

Table 1: Number of persons  
living in residential institutions  

in 2000–2008. 
Source: Central Statistical Office  

[Központi Statisztikai Hivatal, KSH]

4. Beszámoló az állampolgári jogok 
országgyûlési biztosának és  

általános helyettesének 2005–2008. 
évi tevékenységérôl [Report on 
the activity of the Parliamentary 

Commissioner for Civil Rights and 
his General Deputy in 2005–2008]. 

Budapest: Országgyûlési Biztos  
Hivatala, 2006–2009. In English: 

http://www.obh.hu/allam/eng/ 
index.htm

Betegjogi, Ellátottjogi és Gyermek-
jogi Közalapítvány: Beszámoló  

az ellátottjogi képviselôk 2006. évi 
munkájáról [Report on the work 

of social welfare advocates].  
Budapest: BEGyK, 2007.  

(Only in Hungarian.)
Geert Freyhoff, Camilla Parker, 

Magali Coué, Nancy Greig (eds.): 
Results and Recommendations of 
the European Research Initiative 

on Community-Based Residential 
Alternatives for Disabled 

People. European Coalition for 
Community Living: 2004.  

www.community-living.info

5. KSH (2009), ibid.
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RELEVANT POLICIES AND STRATEGIES

Legal regulation and the use of budgetary funds in Hungary

Act XXVI of 1998 on ensuring equal opportunities 
for persons with disabilities

Act C of 1999

European Social Charter, 

Table 2: The number of users and 
providers of community-based 
services in Hungary in 2008 (KSH 
2009)

TYPE OF SERVICE USERS SERVICE PROVIDERS

Daytime care for persons with physical disabilities 4,490 179

Daytime care for psychiatric patients 1,312 30

Community-based service for psychiatric patients 5,455 –

Support service 19,350 –

Temporary home for persons with physical disabilities 65 21

Temporary home for psychiatric patients 231 4

From the preamble to the 1 January 2008 amendment of Act III of 1993 on social administration and social services 

(1993. évi III. törvény a szociális igazgatásról és szociális ellátásokról): “The responsibilities of local governments are 

considerably restructured. At present, when local governments perform their responsibilities, they observe different 

quantitative and qualitative indicators. To make resource management more flexible and the scope for action broader, 

it is necessary to increase residence number limits, and to make certain mandatory responsibilities optional. This 

change concerns day care, which becomes mandatory from 10,000 residents, as compared to the present 3,000, 

with the exception that day care for the elderly remains mandatory for the local governments of settlements with 

more than 3,000 residents. The resident limit for mandatory temporary residence services is also raised from 10,000 

to 30,000. Support service and community-based services cease to be mandatory from 1 January 2009, whilst they 

remain services whose contents are defined by statute, and all providers will receive financing in the same manner, 

in a competition-based framework that takes into consideration actual demands.”
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6

No government strategy

New rules on deinstitutionalization

Article 17 of the 
Fot. was amended,

6. Source: Hand in Hand Foundation 

[Kézenfogva Alapítvány]



  127

Act III of 1993 on social adminis-
tration and social services

USING EUROPEAN UNION RESOURCES TO BUILD
 LARGE INSTITUTIONS

National Development Agency
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7

SUMMARY – COMPLIANCE WITH ARTICLE 19 
OF THE CONVENTION IN HUNGARY

RECOMMENDATIONS

Recommended actions for Hungarian social policy

7. ECCL: Wasted Time, Wasted 

Money, Wasted Lives. 

A Wasted Opportunity? 

Budapest, European Coalition 

for Community Living, 2010.
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Personal mobility

Act XXVI of 1998 on ensuring equal opportunities for persons with disabilities1  

Act III of 1993 on social administration and social 
services 

2

THE OPERATION OF SUPPORTING SERVICES

supporting services. 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

1. Act No. XXVI. Of 1998 on 

Provision of the Rights of Persons 

Living with Disability and their 

Equal of Opportunities. 

http://text.disabilityknowledge.org/

The-Law.htm

2. See also: A személyes gondos-
kodást nyújtó szociális intézmények  
szakmai feladatairól és mûködésük 
feltételeirôl szóló 1/2000. (I. 7.) 

SzCsM rendelet [Decree 1/2000 

of the Ministry of Social Affairs 

and Family on the responsibilities 

and operating conditions 

of institutions providing live 

assistance], Articles 39/A and 39/D.

ARTICLE 20
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SUPPORT FOR MEDICAL AIDS

modification of the regulation of social security support for medical 
aids, 

According to the August 2008 statistics of the Public Employment Service [Állami Foglalkoztatási Szolgálat], there 
were at the time 540 providers of supporting services in the country. In December 2008, this number was 343. 
According to the National Health Insurance Fund [Országos Egészségbiztosítási Pénztár, OEP], “there are 192,479 

persons with severe disabilities in the country, of whom about 20,000 access some supporting service.”

According to 2008 data there were considerable inequalities in the regional distribution of supporting services. The 
least (36) were available in the Western Transdanubian region.
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MOPED CARS

report AJB 4216/2009

moped cars, 

TRANSPORT DISCOUNTS AND THE MIDIBUS SERVICE 

Government Decree 85/2007 (25 April) on fee discounts in public transport 

midibus service

Previously, driving a moped car did not require a type B driving licence, something the owners took into consideration 
when choosing this type of vehicle. The persons concerned obviously had no time to prepare for the changes and 
to obtain a licence. It is difficult to prove ownership because it was possible to buy moped cars without the formal 
requirements that apply for the purchase of cars. Registration also entails a registration fee. At the same time, the 
regulations do not provide for moped cars that were in use before they were “reclassified.”
In the report mentioned, the ombudsman had already indicated that according to EU law, a product legally pro-
duced and marketed in a member state should be freely marketable in the entire Community, and the same is 
true of the EU classification of the product, i.e. the moped car. Everywhere else in the EU, four-wheeled mopeds 
are classified as cycles with an auxiliary motor (with an engine smaller than 50 c.c., a top speed less than 45 kmph,  
and a fuel-consumption of one or two litres). In the other member states, they can be driven without a licence, in 
certain places from age fourteen. Thanks to the new regulations, Hungary is an exception.
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accessibility in transport 
systems 

3

new National Disability Program4

Action to be taken to induce a positive change in the attitude of society 
towards persons with disabilities

3. MÁV-START Vasúti 

Személyszállító Zártkörûen 
Mûködô Részvénytársaság 

[MÁV-START Rail Transport 

Corporation].

4. The New National Programme 

of Disability Affairs. 

http://www.szmm.gov.hu/

main.php?folderID=1295
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Improving the quality of life of persons with disabilities and their families

Promoting the active participation of persons with disabilities in social life

RECOMMENDATIONS

5

6

5. A közúti jármûvek mûszaki 
megvizsgálásáról szóló 5/1190. 

(IV.12.) KöHÉM rendelet (ER) 

[Decree 5/1190 of the Ministry 

of Transport, Telecommunications 

and Energy on the technical 

inspection of road vehicles].

6. A közúti közlekedési igazgatási 
feladatokról, a közúti közlekedési 
okmányok kiadásáról és  
visszavonásáról szóló 35/2000. 
(XI.30.) BM rendelet (BMr.) 
[Decree 35/2000 of the Ministry 
of Interior on the administration 
of road transport, and the issuance 
and withdrawal of documents for 
road transport.]
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Freedom of expression, opinion, 
and access to information

freedom of 
expression and opinion, 

1

the fundamental rights of communication.2

3

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

1. Article 61 (1) Act XX of  

1949 on the Constitution  

of the Republic of Hungary  

http://www.mkab.hu/ 

index.php?id=constitution

2. Constitutional Court Decision 

30/1992

3. Article 7/A and Article 7/B  

of Act XXVI of 1998 on Provision 

of the Rights of Persons Living 

with Disability and their Equal 

Opportunities  

http://text.disabilityknowledge.org/

The-Law.htm

ARTICLE 21
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4

Hungarian Public Administration Institute 

5

Equal Treatment Advisory Board declared

6

easily understandable 
communications

verban ramp

Hun-
garian Association of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (SINOSZ)

4. Article 6 and Article 7,  

Act XXVI of 1998  

http://text.disabilityknowledge.org/ 

The-Law.htm

5.  Dr. Marianna Nagy, Dániel 

Szabó: „Kommunikációs akadály-

mentesítés a helyi közigazgatásban 

[Elimination of Obstacles and 

Barriers to Accessibility],” elib.kkf.

hu/okt_publ/szf_25_13.pdf

6.  View point number 384/1/2008. 

(I.23.) TT. of Hungary’s  Equal 

Treatment Authority Advisory 

Board with respect to the 

obligation to eliminate obstacles 

and barriers to accessibility
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Hungarian Association for Persons with Intellec-
tual Disability and their Helpers (ÉFOÉSZ),

persons with intellectual disability.7  

8

Excercising the right to vote

9

HUNGARIAN SIGN LANGUAGE ACT  

Act CXXV of 2009 on Hungarian  
Sign Language and the use of Hungarian Sign Language.10

7. http://www.hnm.hu/ 

egysz/index.html  

(only in Hungarian)

8. www.ludwigmuseum.hu

9 Hungarian Parliamentary 

Commissioner’s Office (OBH) 

report 2405/2009

10. http://www.fszk.hu/fszk/

tudastar/jogszabaly/hazai/A_jelnyel-

vi_torveny_angolul.pdf

Further aggravating the situation, is that persons under guardianship do not have the right to vote because Hungary’s 
Constitution states that persons who, purusant to final judgement of court of law, are under guardianship that 
excludes or restricts competence do not have the right to vote.
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SUMMARY

RECOMMENDATIONS
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Respect for privacy

LEGAL BACKGROUND

civil law 

honour and human dignity are violated.
from defamation. 

privacy of correspondence is breached. 

to a pri-
vate home.

limited in his/her legal capacity

1

1. 

2. 

1. Act CXX of  2009 on the  

Civil Code  

http://www.dpiap.org/resources/

pdf/Hungarian_legal_capacity_

reform_10_05_14.pdf

ARTICLE 22
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2

Criminal Code 

legal representative,
3

the right to human dignity4

the right to privacy,

to protect the autonomy of the individual,

are subject 
to restriction

2. http://nol.hu/belfold/ 

20100329-mennyi_ideig 

_el_majd_a_friss_polgari 

_torvenykonyv  

„Mennyi ideig él majd a friss 

polgári törvénykönyv? Májustól 

alkalmazni kell, de a Fidesz vissza-

vonhatja [How Long Will the  

New Civil Code Last? It Must 

Enter Into Force in May, but 

Fidesz Could Revoke It]” – Károly 

Lencsés

3. Article 56 (2) of Act  

XIX of 1998 

http://www.themissing.cicr.org/ 

ihl-nat.nsf/0/033D3F79294DC84E

C1257163002CD383

4. Article 54, The Constitution of 

the Republic of Hungary 

 http://www.mkab.hu/

index.php?id=constitution
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DATA MANAGEMENT IN SOCIAL WELFARE BENEFITS
AND SERVICES

as the right to informational 
self-determination.5

VIOLATION OF THE RIGHT TO THE PROTECTION
OF PERSONAL DATA

5. Based on the statements 

contained in Constitutional Court 

Resolution 15/1991. (IV. 13.) AB 

Statutory provision sets forth that data with respect to state of health – including the fact, characterstic traits, etc. 
of disability – qualify as special data, the management of which is subject to more stringent regulations.
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Decree  9/1999. (XI. 24.) SzCsM rendelet,6

Decree 1/2000 (I. 7.) SzCsM,7 Decree 29/1993 

(II. 17.).8

DATA COLLECTION AND RESPECTING THE RIGHT
TO PRIVACY

cannot serve as an 
impediment 

9

PERSONS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES

6. Ministry fof Social and Family 

Affairs Decree  9/1999. (XI. 24.)  

SzCsM on Access to Social Welfare 

Services Providing Personal Care 

 

7. Ministry of Social and Family 

Affairs Decree 1/2000 (I. 7.) 

SzCsM on the Profeessional 

Responsibilities of Social Welfare 

Institutions Providing Personal 

Care and the Conditions of their 

Operation  

 

8. Government Decree 29/1993 

(II. 17.) Korm. On Fees Payable for 

Social Welfare Services Providing 

Personal Care 

 

9.  http://www.efoesz.hu/

download/mdac_es_az_efoesz 

_levele_a_koztarsasagi 

_elnokhoz.pdf 
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10

CONCLUSION

1. equally

are untouchable, irrespective of their physical 
and mental development and condition,

2. assertion

11

10.  A person may act as a party 

to ligitation personally or via 

authorised proxy in the event that 

he/she has full legal competence 

as set forth under Hungarian civil 

law, or in the event that  

he/she has the right pursuant 

to civil law provisions to validly 

dispose over the subject of 

litigation (contentious disposing 

capacity).In the event that  

a party does not have contentious 

disposing capacity (...) his/her legal 

representative shall act on  

his/her behalf. [Article 49 (1)–(2), 

Act III of 1953

   

11.  Article 17, Act XXVI of 1998 

on Provision of the Rights of 

Persons Living with Disability and 

Their Equality of Opportunity 

http://text.disabilityknowledge.org/

The-Law.htm
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RECOMMENDATIONS

legal capacity 

replace large residential institutions,

data management

shaping social attitudes, 
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Respect for home and the family

1

2

1. 

a) 

b) 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

1. Boglárka Benkó, János Fiala and 

Gábor Gombos: “MDAC tanul-

mány a hazai jogszabályi környezet 

összhangjáról a CRPD-vel [Mental 

Disability Advocacy Center /

MDAC/ Study on the Extent to 

Which the Hungarian Legislative 

Environment is in Compliance with 

CRPD], analysis commissioned 

by Hungary’s National Disability 

Council (OFT), MDAC, 2008. 

(Only in Hungarian.)

2. Article 14 (4), Act IV of 1959 

on the Civil Code of the Republic 

of Hungary [1959. évi IV. törvény  
a Polgári Törvénykönyvrôl]

ARTICLE 23
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3

Family Act 4

Act XXXI of 1997 

on the Protection of Children and Guardianship

3. Act IV of 1959 on the Civil 

Code of the Republic of Hungary

4. Act IV of 1952 on Marriage, 

Family, and Custody [1952. évi IV. 

törvény a házasságról, a családról 

és a gyámságról]
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Act CLIV of 1997 on Health

5

for persons 
with legal capacity ,6 7  

8

5. Article 187, Act CLIV of 1997 

on Health [Az egészségügyrôl 
szóló 1997. évi CLIV. törvény]

6. Article 47 (1), Act IV of 

1952 on Marriage, Family and 

Guardianship

7. Article 54 (1, Act XXXI of 1997 

on the Protection of Children 

and Guardianship Administration 

[1997. évi XXXI. törvény  

a gyermek védelmérôl és a gyám-
ügyi igazgatásról]

8. Article 168 (5), Act CLIV of 

1997 on Health

Since the New Civil Code has not entered into force, it could not be of outstanding significance in the above 
described matter. Under the new law, there would have been a new legislative ban on plenary guardianship, which 
would have eliminated numerous barriers with respect to the family law situation of persons with disabilities. Under 
the new regulations, it would have become possible for persons previously placed in plenary guardianship to be – 
in certain cases with the guardian’s prior consent or subsequent approval – entitled to enter into marriage. Also, 
with respect to other matters involving said persons’ relationships under family law, requesting their statement and 
obtaining their approval would have become unavoidable.
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a) Prejudice 
b) Counter-interest
Other family members’ financial counter-interest, since in the event of marriage the new partner will also become 
an heir.
c) Physical and psychological dependence
People living under guardianship have a far stronger desire for love and emotional security than others, and 
therefore most of them sacrifice their own interests.
d) Lack of livelihood 
Income that would ensure making ends meet even at the lowest living standard, labour market disadvantages are 
enormous. 
e) The residential institution system of education wherein children aged 6–7 are separated from their families 
during a larger part of the week from Monday to Friday.
f) The child protection legislative regulatory system governing it is supportive of all children growing up in their 
biological family or with foster or adoptive parents in a family setting.  However, like probably everywhere in the 
world, foster and adoptive parents primarily care for healthy children. Hungary grapples with a special disadvantage 
in this area, namely that parents raising children with disabilities do not receive an income commensurate with their 
responsibilities. In short, there are counter-incentives to taking in children with special needs.
g) The lack of an adequate social welfare and support system
Although since 2006 support services have been providing transportation and personal helpers for persons with 
severe disabilities, this service reaches a mere 10–20 per cent of those in need. This service is not, generally 
speaking, sufficient for everyday assistance of family life, being limited to a weekly 1-2 occasions. Were it to actually 
help people to and from work, with shopping and household tasks even for just two hours a day on an ongoing 
basis, the number of persons thus helped would be limited to 4,000–5,000 persons –in contrast with the 100,000 
who need it.
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Education

1

1. 

a) 

b) 

c) 
2. 
a) 

b) 

c) 
d) 

e) 

3. 

a) 

b) 
c) 

4. 

5. 

1. Article 70/F (1–2), Act XX  

of 1949, The Constitution  

of the Republic of Hungary

ARTICLE 24
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2

“CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS”

Public Education Act 3

4

5

inclusive educa-
tional system 6

7

2. Justification of the Constitution 

of the Republic of Hungary, Act 

XX of 1949 

3. Act No. LXXIX of 1993 on 

Public Education (1993. LXXIX. 

törvény „A közoktatásról”)

4. Article 121 (1)   Act No. LXXIX 

of 1993 on Public Education 

defines a children with special 

educational needs as “children  

i) with physical, organoleptic, 

mental or lalopathic disabilities, 

autistic children; they are 

multi-disabled in case of the 

simultaneous occurrence of 

several disabilities; those who 

struggle with the chronic and 

serious derangement of cognitive 

functions and the development  

of behaviour ascribable to organic 

reasons, ii) struggling with the 

chronic and serious derangement 

of cognitive functions and of the 

development of behaviour not 

ascribable to organic reasons  

on the basis of the expert opinion 

of the rehabilitation committee  

of experts.” 

5. Article 30 (1), Act LXXIX of 

1993 on Public Education

6. See, „Gyermekek 

Háza”Alternatív Alapozó Program 

[„Children’s House” Alternative 

Preparatory Program]
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INFRINGEMENT OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITY

8

9

PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN HIGHER 
EDUCATION

Higher Education Act
10

Tempus Public Foundation
11

7. The following explanation 

points out the difference between 

integrated and inclusive education: 

The qualitative differences can 

be rendered perceptible by the 

terms admission (integration) 

and acceptance (inclusion). In an 

admitting school  children with 

special educational needs are 

merely present, their special needs 

are not taken into consideration, 

their integration and learning is 

not provided adequate assistance. 

In an inclusive (accepting) school, 

however, teaching and education 

takes a more advanced form of 

integrated education. Teachers of 

an accepting institution represent 

the mentality  striving to achieve 

individual advancement and 

development based on individual 

differentiation.

8. Dr. Ádám Kósa and  Dr. László 

Gábor Lovászy, Ph.D. (2008)  

A fogyatékossággal élô személyek 
jogairól szóló egyezmény érté-

kelése és kritikája a jelnyelvhez 

kapcsolódó jogok vonatkozásában 

[The Evaluation and Critique of 

the Convention on the Rights 

of Persons with Disabilities With 

Respect to Rights Associated With 

Sign Language], SINOSZ, 2008. 

(Only in Hungarian.)

9. Article 6 (3), Act No. LXXIX of 

1993 on Public Education

10. Act CXXXIX of 2005 on 

Higher Education  

[2005. évi CXXXIX. törvény  

„A felsôoktatásról”]

11. For additional information, 

please visit: http://english.tpf.hu/
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KINDERGARTEN AND PRIMARY SCHOOL 
EXPERIENCES  

Act XXVI of 1998, on 
ensuring equal opportunities for persons with disabilities

12

13

14 Hand in Hand Foundation,

Hungary’s National Disability Program15

16

12. Act XXVI of 1998, on ensuring 

equal opportunities for persons 

with disabilities [1998. évi XXVI. 

törvény a fogyatékos személyek 

jogairól és esélyegyenlôségük 
biztosításáról, Fot.], Chapter III. 

Section 13

13. Report of the Office of the 

Parliamentary Commissioner (OBH)  

case number OBH 1588/2008

14.  Dr. Szilvia Halmos and Dr. 

Adrienn Gazsi, Esetjogi Tanulmány-

füzet – Az értelmi fogyatékos, 

halmozottan fogyatékos és autista 
emberek számára mûködtetett 

antidiszkriminációs jelzôrendszer 
tapasztalatairól [Case Law Studies 

– On the Experiences of the 

Anti-Discrimination Signal System 

Operated for Persons with 

Intellectual Disability, Persons with 

Multiple Disabilities and Persons 

with Autism]. Kézenfogva Alapít-

vány [Hand in Hand Foundation], 

Budapest, 2008. Only in Hungarian.

15.  National Disability Program 

(Országos Fogyatékosügyi Prog-

ram, OFP) can be downloaded 

from: http://www.szmm.gov.hu/

main.php?folderID=1295

16.   The education level of people 

with disabilities is 8 grades of 

the elementary school, or even 

less, in case of 70.4% of people 

with disabilities, while in case of 

non-disabled people is 49.5%. 

The ratio of people with college 

or university degrees within the 

disabled population is 5%, while 

this proportion among  

non-disabled people is 10.2%..
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17

ombudsman’s report AJB-1438/2009

AUTISTIC STUDENTS

Government Resolution 1038/2010. (II. 18.) 
National Autism Strategy

18

deadline for the action plan is 31 May 2010.

ISOLATION OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES

17.  National Disability Program, 

3.2

   

18. Government Resolution 

1038/2010. (II. 18.) Korm. on 

the Amendment of the Medium 

Term Action Plan for 2007–2010 

for the Implementation of the 

New National Disability Program 

[A Kormány 1038/2010. (II. 18.) 

Korm. Határozata az új Országos 

Fogyatékosügyi Program végre-

hajtásának 2007–2010. évekre 

vonatkozó középtávú intézkedési 
tervérôl szóló 1062/2007. (VIII. 7.) 

Korm. határozat módosításáról]

In practice – as countless investigations of the ombudsman relating to access to education on an equal basis have 
found – Hungary significantly lags behind the provisions set forth under the UN Convention.
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19

19. „Article 86 (1) (2) and Article 

87 (1) e), Act LXXIX of 1993 on 

Public Education

Number of autistic students 
studying in integrated and special 

education schools, beginning of 
school year, 2002–2008.  

Forrás: KIR.
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“Indicative of the failure of Hungarian teacher training is that primary school teachers do not have to possess the skills 
to educate dyslexic children” – commented psychologist Tamás Vekerdi in an interview about the introduction of 
integrated teaching.

INTEGRATED SCHOOLS

SPECIAL EDUCATION SCHOOLS
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20 

EARLY INTERVENTION

21

Early Intervention Centre Budapest 

Integrált tanterv szerint oktatott  
autista résztvevôk az összes 
autista résztvevô százalékos 
arányában az intézmény típusa 
szerint a közoktatásban.  
Forrás: KIR.

20. Dr. Szilvia Halmos and Dr. 

Adrienn Gazsi, Esetjogi Tanulmány-

füzet – Az értelmi fogyatékos, 

halmozottan fogyatékos és autista 

emberek számára mûködtetett 
antidiszkriminációs jelzôrendszer 
tapasztalatairól [Case Law Studies 

– On the Experiences of the 

Anti-Discrimination Signal System 

Operated for Persons with 

Intellectual Disability, Persons with 

Multiple Disabilities and Persons 

with Autism]. Kézenfogva Alapít-

vány [Hand in Hand Foundation], 

Budapest, 2008, p. 55.

21. E-mail interview with Barbara 

Czeizel, Early Intervention Centre 

Budapest 
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22

Ministry for Education and Culture

STUDENTS WITH HEARING DISABILITY

23

Public Education Act

24

22. Act LXII of 1996 on the 

Amendment of Act LXXIX of 

1993 on Public Education 

23. Dr. Ádám Kósa and  Dr. László 

Gábor Lovászy, Ph.D.: A fogyaté-

kossággal élô személyek jogairól 
szóló egyezmény értékelése és 
kritikája a jelnyelvhez kapcsoló-
dó jogok vonatkozásában [The 

Evaluation and Critique of the 

Convention on the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities With 

Respect to Rights Associated With 

Sign Language[, SINOSZ, 2008. 

(Only in Hungarian.)

24. Dr  Gergey Tapolczai, „ENSZ 

Egyezmény elemzése a hallás-

sérültek szemével [The UN 

Convention in the Eyes of Persons 

with Hearing Disability],”  

SINOSZ Web site, 2008.  

(Only in Hungarian.)
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sign 
language act 25

SINOSZ programs involving access to sign language

In 2009, sign language courses continued. In Budapest alone a total of 185 persons 
attended A1-level sign language courses, 86 persons studied at the A2/1 level, 42 
persons participated in the A2/2 course, while 28 persons applied for the first B1/1 
course. 

25. Act CXXV of 2009 on 

Hungarian Sign Language and the 

use of Hungarian Sign Language 

[“Magyar jelnyelvrôl és a magyar 
jelnyelv használatáról szóló  

2009. évi CXXV. törvény”]: 

http://www.fszk.hu/fszk/tudastar/

jogszabaly/hazai/A_jelnyelvi_

torveny_angolul.pdf
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ELTE University and Miskolc 
University, 

RECOMMENDATIONS

Sign language mentor training: Under a cooperation agreement between SINOSZ and Miskolc University 
(commencing on 25 September 2009), SINOSZ undertakes an active role in the area of education, practical 
training and the development of specialized teacher training. At the Applied Linguistics Department the academic 
year 2003/2003 witnessed the launch of training for applied linguistics students. From the very beginning, acquainting 
students with sign language and deaf culture was an integral part of this training. Students can choose the 50 credit 
sign language specialization in the framework of the recently introduced three-year Bologna system’s BSc training. 
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Health

1

a) 

b) 

c) 
d) 

e) 

f) 

1. Constitutional Court decision  

56/1995. (IX. 15.) AB, ABH 1995,  

260.

ARTICLE 25
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Act CLIV of 1997 on health 

2

Act on Equal Treatment and Promotion of Equal Opportunities3

4

5

6

7

2. Article 2 (1), Eütv. 

3. Act CXXV of 2003, on equal 

treatment and the promotion of 

equal opportunities [Az egyenlô 
bánásmódról és az esélyegyenlôség 

elômozdításáról szóló 2003. évi 
CXXV. törvény, Ebktv.]

4. Article 4  k) Ebktv.

  

5. Article 7 (1), Ebktv.

  

6. Article 25 (1),  Ebktv..

  

7. Article 12, Act XXVI of 1998, 

on ensuring equal opportunities 

for persons with disabilities [1998. 

évi XXVI. törvény a fogyatékos 

személyek jogairól és esély- 

egyenlôségük biztosításáról, Fot.]

  

1. The right to health care (Articles 6–9);
2. The right to human dignity (Article 10);
3. The right to have contact (Article 11);
4. The right to leave the health care facility (Article 12);
5. The right to information (Articles 13–14);
6. The right to self-determination (Articles 15–19);
7. The right to refuse health care (Articles 20–23);
8. The right to become acquainted with the medical record (Article 24);
9. The right to professional secrecy.
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National Disability 
Programme 8

access on an equal basis

to services on 
an equal basis

AVAILABILITY OF MEDICAL AID  

Hungary’s National 
Health Insurance Fund

 8. The Draft Resolution of the 

Parliament No. H/18907on 

the new National Disability 

Programme10/2006. (II. 16.) 

[10/2006. (II. 16.) OGY határozat 

az új Országos Fogyatékosügyi 

Programról]

9. Dr. Ádám Kósa and  Dr. László 

Gábor Lovászy, Ph.D. (2008)  

A fogyatékossággal élô személyek 
jogairól szóló egyezmény érté-
kelése és kritikája a jelnyelvhez 
kapcsolódó jogok vonatkozásában 
[The Evaluation and Critique of 

the Convention on the Rights 

of Persons with Disabilities With 

Respect to Rights Associated With 

Sign Language], SINOSZ, 2008. 

(Only in Hungarian.)

The subsidy for hearing aids for the hard of hearing is 70 percent, moreover the devices subsidized are not the most 
advanced ones, equal opportunity thereby being impaired. Both deaf and hard of hearing persons have a hard time 
obtaining the instruments needed for independent living. Under effective rules of law these devices are available in the 
framework of health care . The range of flashing and sound signaling equipment, amplifiers, communications software 
is rather limited and receives limited subsidies.9
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“free or affordable 
health care”

10

10. The investigation of the 

Parliamentary Commission for 

Civil Rights (ombudsman) in the 

ÉFOÉSZ petition is in progress.
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the requirement of equal treatment

11

striking drugs used by persons with dis-
abilities 

12

the Public Foundation for the Equal Opportunities of Persons 
with Disabilities 

11. Article 4 a), c), k), Act CXXV 

of 2003, on equal treatment 

and the promotion of equal 

opportunities [Az egyenlô bá-
násmódról és az esélyegyenlôség 
elômozdításáról szóló 2003. évi 
CXXV. törvény, Ebktv.] 

Persons living with ASD ages 

0–19 and 0–14 in outpatient  

care for a population of 10,000 

in the same age cohort and 

deviance to national average

 

12. Ombudsman’s report case 

number AJB 5709/2009.
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National Insti-
tute of Pharmacy

Hungarian Federation of the Blind

reproductive procedures,

care available for pregnant women

screening 
tests

14

13. Article 74 (1), Act IV of 

1978 on the Criminal Code 

[1978. évi IV. törvény a Büntetô 
Törvénykönyvrôl]

14. Innocenti Insight Children and 

Disability in Transition in CEE-CIS 

and Baltic States (2005), UNICEF, 

Innocenti Research Centre, 

Florence: http://www.unicef.org/

ceecis/Disability-eng.pdf

The practice of forced medical treatment likewise runs contrary to Article 25 of the Convention, which sets 
forth that States Members “provide those health services needed by persons with disabilities specifically because of 
their disabilities.” Under Hungary’s Criminal Code, forced medical treatment can be ordered, if the perpetrator is 
not punishable because of his “insane state of mental functions”.13 The sole institution maintained for perpetrators 
with an “insane state of mental functions” is the Juridical and Observational Psychiatric Institute (IMEI), therefore 
forced medical treatment can only take place at IMEI.  Medical care provided at IMEI does not alleviate or help with 
disability, since no consideration whatsoever is made for specific needs arising from the disabled person’s actual 
medical condition, but, rather, weighs upon patients as a punishment. 
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15

early childhood intervention

16

Early Intervention Centre Budapest

17

SCREENING TESTS

15. Autizmus – Tény – Képek 

[Autism – Fact – Images],  

Autisták Országos Szövetsége  

és Jelenkutató Alapítvány  

[National Autism Association  

and Foundation for Researching 

the Present], Budapest, 2009.  

(Only in Hungarian.)

16. E-mail interview with  

Barbara Czeizel, Early  

Intervention Centre Budapest,  

19 March 2010.

17. Act LXII of 1996 on the 

amendment of Act LXXIX of 

1993 on Public Education  

[1996. évi LXII. törvény  

a közoktatásról szóló 1993. évi 

LXXIX. törvény módosításáról], 

25.3

Education Ministry data show that in Hungary today approximately 3,000 (0–5 year old) children are provided 
some sort of early intervention services, whereas approximately 5,000 per age cohort (that is a total of 30,000) 
children would need it prior to reaching school age.
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are 
not accessible to persons with severe disabilities, 

18

TRAINING 

19 Hungarian Medical 
Chamber

20

SUMMARY

RECOMMENDATIONS

  
18. A publication produced  

under the  EU DAPHNE  

project, Nôk, fogyatékosság és 
egészség [Women, Disability, 

Health],” contains the findings 

of a Hungarian study on health 

care provision for women with 

disabilities and the violence 

suffered therein.

19. See accredited training 

programs organized by Public 

Foundation for the Equal 

Opportunities of Persons with 

Disabilities (FSZK) and the 

Institute of Basic and Continuing 

Education of Health Workers

20. The Hungarian Medical 

Chamber did not respond to the 

letter sent by The Mental Disability 

Advocacy Center (MDAC) on the 

subject.
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Habilitation and rehabilitation

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE HUNGARIAN LEGAL 
ENVIRONMENT

Act XXVI of 1998 on ensuring equal 
opportunities for persons with disabilities

1

National Disability Programme

2

1. 

a) 

b) 

2. 

3. 

1. Act LXXXIV of 2007 on 

rehabilitation benefits  

[2007. évi LXXXIV. törvény  

a rehabilitációs járadékról].

2. [Resolution of Parliament 

10/2006 (16 February) on the  

new National Disability 

Programme] 10/2006. (II. 16.) 

országgyûlési határozat az  
Országos Fogyatékosügyi Prog-

ramról. http://www.szmm.gov.hu/

main.php?folderID=1295

Government Decree 1062/2007 

(7 August) on the midterm  

action plan for the implementation 

of the National Disability 

Programme in the years 

2007–2010 [1062/2007. (VIII. 7.) 

Korm. Határozat az új Országos 

Fogyatékosügyi Program  

végrehajtásának 2007–2010.  

évekre vonatkozó középtávú intéz-
kedési tervérôl]

ARTICLE 26
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REALIZATION OF THE RULES

a) In health-related habilitation, 

b) The efficiency of adults’ health rehabilitation is low, 

c) 
early habilitation,

3

3. E-mail interview with Barbara 

Czeizel, Early Intervention Centre 

Budapest, 19 March 2010. 

4. Act LXII of 1996 on the 

amendment of Act LXXIX of 

1993 on public education [1996. 

évi LXII. törvény a közoktatásról 

szóló 1993. évi LXXIX. törvény 

módosításáról] 25.3

From the early 1990s on, the specialists of the Budapest Centre for Early Development [Budapesti Korai Fejlesztô 
Központ] repeatedly initiated consultations with the ministries for health, social affairs and education, but only the 

Ministry of Education embraced the cause of early development. In 1996, early development was included in the 

Act on Public Education,4 concentrating essentially on special education, while the training of early development 

specialists was not provided for in the act.
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d) In primary and secondary education, which form the foundation of habilita-
tion, 

5

e) social rehabilitation, 

6

the network of services providing social 
rehabilitation at home

peer counselling networks, 

f) Vocational rehabilitation 

5. Act LXXIX of 1993 on public 

education [1993. évi LXXIX.  

törvény a közoktatásról] 30.1

6. Act IV of 2003 on the 

amendment of Act III of 1993 on 

social administration and social 

services [2003. évi IV. törvény –  

A szociális igazgatásról és a szociális 

ellátásokról 1993. évi III. törvény 

módosítása]
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The main reasons are:

7

8

Alternative supporting technologies are almost unknown in 

7. 321/2007. (XII.5.) kormányren-

delet a komplex rehabilitációról 

[Government Decree 321/2007 

(5 December) on complex 

rehabilitation]. 1991. évi IV. törvény 

a foglalkoztatás elôsegítésérôl és 
a munkanélküliek ellátásáról [Act 

IV of 1991 on the promotion of 

employment and unemployment 

benefits].

8. Rehabilitation subsidy which 

amounted to 177,600 HUF per 

person per year in 2009 were 

raised in 2010 to 964,500 HUF. 

The employer is required to pay 

the rehabilitation subsidy if he 

does not employ at least one 

person with a reduced capacity to 

work in 20 employees.

Less than 10 percent of working-age persons with disabilities are employed regularly.

In all, 36 per cent of those employed with a reduced capacity to work claim they need help to be able to work. 

The kinds of assistance were complementary, yet one third of those concerned chose only one type. A further 

third considered two types of assistance necessary, and only the remaining third said they needed all the types of 

assistance available to be able to do work that agrees with their qualifications, financial and other requirements.

606,892 out of 938,010 persons with a reduced capacity to work did not require a change in their working 

conditions.
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successful competition for the basic rehabilitation of the blind

9

g) training of 
rehabilitation specialists, 

SUMMARY 

a) 

9. Government Decree 321/2007 

(5 December) on complex 

rehabilitation [321/2007. (XII.5.) 

kormányrendelet a komplex  

rehabilitációról].

There has been a commendable instance of international cooperation in the field of supporting technologies: in 
2008, with the help of IBM, the Eötvös Loránd University of Science [Eötvös Loránd Tudományegyetem, ELTE] 
set up language labs on its campuses in Trefort-kert and Lágymányos, for the use of students with disabilities. 
IBM also offered half-year internships for selected students. The initiative is part of IBM’s Academic Partnership 
Programme. The 50,000 euro support was used to buy special furniture, information devices, aids for the visually 
impaired, and software.
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b) 

c) 

d) 

RECOMMENDATIONS



  179

Work and employment

THE SITUATION IN GENERAL AND 
THE CHARACTERISTICS OF CURRENT LAW

1. 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

f) 

g) 
h) 

i ) 
j ) 
k) 

2. 

ARTICLE 27
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THE LEGAL ENVIRONMENT AND THE APPLICATION
OF LAW

a) current Civil Code,1

2

new Civil Code3

b) The Act on Employment4

5

Employment of adults with 
autism, age 28 or older.

1. Act IV of 1959 on the Civil 

Code [1959. évi IV. törvény  

a Polgári Törvénykönyvrôl]
 

2. Rights of People with Intellectual 

Disabilities – Access to Education 

and Employment – Monitoring 

Report: Hungary. Open Society 

Institute: EU Monitoring and 

Advocacy Program (EUMAP), 

Mental Health Initiative (MHI), 

2006. http://www.osmhi.org/

contentpics/145/Rights%20of%20

People%20with%20Intellectual%20

Disabilities.pdf

3. Act CXX of 2009 on the Civil 

Code [2009. évi CXX. törvény  

a Polgári Törvénykönyvrôl]

4. Act IV of 1991 on the 

promotion of employment and 

unemployment benefits  

[1991. évi IV. törvény a foglalkoz-

tatás elôsegítésérôl és  
a munkanélküliek ellátásáról]

DOLGOZIK

ROKKANTSÁGI NYUGDÍJAS

TANULÓ

EGYÉB

NINCS VÁLASZ

6%
14%

31%

27%

22%
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OTHER
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Employment 
Centres

c) The Act on Vocational Training,6

5. Rehabilitation contribution 

which amounted to 177,600 HUF 

per person per year in 2009 were 

raised in 2010 to 964,500 HUF.

6. Act LXXVI of 1993 on 

vocational training [1993. évi 

LXXVI. törvény a szakképzésrôl]

Furthermore, preferential support is provided for the retraining of employees. That those concerned cannot avail 
themselves of this support is due to the underdeveloped and rigid system of retraining, in which there are very  
few opportunities and methods that enable persons with disabilities to participate in the labour market. Most 
institutions that offer training, retraining or vocational training do not provide persons with disabilities with accessible 
venues and information and communication technologies, nor do they have the special devices and technologies  
or competent trainers needed. It is also true that most persons with disabilities do not have the basic training  
or motivation necessary for efficient retraining.
The fact that the institutions of training, retraining and vocational training lack the supporting technologies that  
facilitate work also means that neither employers, nor persons with disabilities, are familiar with these technologies. 
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d) The Act on Rehabilitation Benefit and the government decree on complex 
rehabilitation7

e) measure to set the rules for the accredi-
tation of employers,8

f) The act on equal treatment9

7. Act LXXXIV of 2007 on 

rehabilitation benefits [2007. évi 

LXXXIV. törvény a rehabilitációs 

járadékról] Government Decree 

321/2007 (5 December) on 

complex rehabilitation [321/2007. 

(XII.5.) kormányrendelet  

a komplex rehabilitációról]

8. Government Decree 176/2005 

on the accreditation of the 

employers of persons with 

reduced capacity to work, and 

on the rules of monitoring such 

employers [176/2005. (IX. 2.) 

Korm. rendelet a megváltozott 

munkaképességû munkaválla-
lókat foglalkoztató munkálta-

tók akkreditációjának, továbbá 
az akkreditált munkáltatók 

ellenôrzésének szabályairól]

9. Act CXXV of 2003 on equal 

treatment and the promotion of 

equal opportunities [2003. évi 

CXXV. törvény az egyenlô  
bánásmódról és az esélyegyenlôség 

elômozdításáról, Ebktv.]



  183

g) The Labour Code10 10. Act XXII of 1992 of the 

Labour Code [1992. évi XXII.  

törvény a munka 
törvénykönyvérôl]

Persons with disabilities can initiate proceedings with quite favourable conditions because the Equal Rights Authority 
[Egyenlô Bánásmód Hatóság, EBH] provides the possibility to defend one’s rights at the place of infringement. The 
Authority can also issue sanctions of considerable prohibitive power. Nonetheless, there are very few discrimination 
cases involving persons with disabilities because there are very few of them employed
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h) The act on social services11

12

13

Salva Vita Foundation

i) Act XXVI of 1998 on ensuring equal opportunities for 
persons with disabilities

14

Persons with autism 
– Do they work? If yes, in what 

area do they work?

11. Act III of 1993 on social 

administration and social services 

[1993. évi III. törvény a szociális 

igazgatásról és szociális 

ellátásokról]

12. The Parliamentary 

Commissioner for Civil Rights’ 

report case number AJB 

6540/2009.

13. The Parliamentary 

Commissioner for Civil Rights’ 

report case number AJB 

2535/2010.

14. Resolution of Parliament 

10/2006 (16 February) on 

the new National Disability 

Programme [10/2006. sz. (II. 16.) 

OGY határozat az új Országos 

Fogyatékosügyi Programról]

NEM DOLGOZIK

SZOCIÁLIS FOGLALKOZTATOTTKÉNT DOLGOZIK

ÁLLAMI VÁLLALATNÁL, ÁLLAMI INTÉZMÉNYNÉL, 
SZÖVETKEZETNÉL DOLGOZIK

MAGÁNVÁLLALKOZÁSBAN DOLGOZIK

EGYÉB HELYEN DOLGOZIK

88%

7%

2%
1% 2%

 

DO NOT WORK

WORK IN SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS

WORK AT STATE-OWNED CORPORATIONS, 
STATE INTSTITUTES OR COOPERATIVES

WORK IN PRIVATE BUSINESS;

WORK IN OTHER PLACE.
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SUMMARY

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

RECOMMENDATIONS



186   



  187

Adequate standard of living and 
social protection

Act XX of 1949 on the Constitution of the Republic of Hungary

new National Disability Programme

1. 

2. 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 
e) 

ARTICLE 28
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1

Act III of 1993 on social administration and social services

1. The new National Disability 

Programme: 

http://www.szmm.gov.hu/

main.php?folderID=1295
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3

Act XXVI of 1998 on ensuring equal opportunities for persons with disabilities 

2. Cf. the comments on the 

implementation of Article 20 of 

the Convention.

3. Cf. the comments on the 

implementation of Article 27 of 

the Convention.

These concrete services, which local governments or other organizations are obliged to render are as follows:

A) Cash benefits
regular social benefit (Article 37/A),
care allowance (Articles 41–44), a financial benefit for an adult providing care at home for a dependant person.

B) Social services
food service (Article 62),

family support (Article 64),

help in homes fitted with systems to request assistance (Article 65),

supporting service (Article 65/C),2 

day care (Article 65/F),

home for persons with disabilities (Article 69),

rehabilitation institution for persons with disabilities (Article 74),

nursing home for persons with disabilities (temporary institution) (Article 83),

residential home for persons with disabilities (Article 85/A).
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4

Act LXXXI of 1997 on social security pension benefits

4. Cf. Act LXXXIV of 1998 on 

family support [1998. évi LXXXIV. 

törvény a családok támogatásáról];

Government Decree 223/1998 

on the implementation of Act 

LXXXIV of 1998 on family 

support [223/1998. (XII.30.) 

kormányrendelet az 1998. évi 

LXXXIV., a családok támogatásáról 

szóló törvény végrehajtásáról] 

specifies a higher family support 

for families raising a child with  

a disability, or single parents raising 

a child; Decree 5/2003 of the  

Ministry of Health, Social Affairs 

and Family [5/2003. (II.9.) ESzCsM  

rendelet a magasabb összegû 
családi pótlékra jogosító betegsé-

gekrôl és fogyatékosságokról].

 
5. Cf. the comments on the 

implementation of Article 27  

of the Convention.

The following measures promote the social protection of persons with disabilities, try to make their life easier:

Government Decree 85/2007 (25 April) on fee discounts in public transport [85/2007. (IV. 25.) Korm. rendelet  
a a közforgalmú személyszállítási utazási kedvezményekrôl] provides persons with disabilities – with the exception 
of persons with psychosocial disabilities – and those accompanying them with considerable discounts.
Government Decree 231/2006 (22 November) on social discounts on citizen energy bills [231/2006. (XI. 22.) sz. 

Korm. rendelet a lakossági energiafelhasználásának szociális támogatásáról] provides discounts for persons with 
disabilities and their families.
Government Decree 164/1995 (27 December) on transport benefits for persons with severe physical disabilities 

[164/1995. (XII.27.) sz. kormányrendelet a súlyos persons with physical disabilities közlekedési kedvezményeirôl] 
provides persons with disabilities with financial support to purchase and modify road vehicles.
Articles 9–10 of Government Decree 12/2001 (13 January) on state aid for housing [12/2001. (I.31.) Korm. 

rendelet a lakáscélú állami támogatásokról] provide support for persons with physical disabilities to make their 
home physically accessible. It must be noted that the amount has not changed for decades.
Measures that seek to help persons with disabilities find work and keep their jobs. 5
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Act LXXXIV of 2007 on rehabilitation benefits

Council of Ministers’ Decree 83/1987 (27 December) on the invalidity allow-
ance 

6. For the sake of comparison, 

Article 11 of Government Decree 

168/1997 (6 October) sets the 

minimum amount of old age 

pension at HUF 28,500. In its 

Resolution 32/1998 (25 June),  

the Constitutional Court  

(Alkotmánybíróság) of the 

Republic of Hungary states that 

“the right to social security as 

defined in Article 70/E of the 

Constitution includes the provision 

by the state, through its social 

services, of a minimum level of 

subsistence that is essential to the 

success of the right to dignity.”

7. Cf. the comments on the 

implementation of Article 20 of 

the Convention.

The amount of the invalidity pension and the invalidity allowance since 31 December 2009 is as follows.

Pursuant to Article 23 of Government Decree 168/1997 (6 October), the minimum of invalidity pension is:

HUF 28,500 for invalidity class III

HUF 29,800 for invalidity class II

HUF 30,850 for invalidity class I.

Pursuant to Article 5/(3)/a of Government Decree 242/2008 (1 October) the amount of the invalidity allowance  

is HUF 33,300.6



192   

RECOMMENDATIONS

88. According to Article 5 of 

Chapter II of the Appendix  

to the new National Disability 

Programme: “Social exclusion 

is a consequence of the low 

education level as well as the 

low employment rate of persons 

with disabilities. Integration is 

made even more difficult by the 

fact that rehabilitation services 

are accessible only in larger 

settlements, and the purchase of 

aids for independent living  

is impossible just from one’s  

own resources.”
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Participation in political and 
public life

Article 70 of the Constitution

Article 70 (4) 

Pursuant to Hungarian election law in effect, 

a) 

b) 

ARTICLE 29
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1

ombudsman re-
port OBH 2405/2009,

2

Act C of 1997 on Electoral Procedure 
 3

Act C. of 1997 on Electoral Procedure stipulates that a mobile ballot-box should be provided to voters unable  

to go to the polling station.

1. Article 45, Act LXV of 1990 on 

Local Governments 

http://www.mtaki.hu/docs/cd2/

Magyarorszag/6-1990-65ang.htm

2. Ombudsman report number 

OBH 2405/2009 „Sérül  

a fogyatékos emberek választójoga  

[The Voting Rights of Persons  

with Disabilities are Breached]”

   http://www.parlament.hu/

angol/act_c_of1997.htm

3. Act C of 1997 on Electoral 

Procedure,  Article 61 (3).  

http://www.parlament.hu/angol/

act_c_of1997.htm
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On October 1, 2009, after two persons with disabilities contacted the Hungarian Anti-Discrimination Foundation 
(MADA) President about the European Parliamentary elections held on June 7, 2009, a MADA representative 
addressed a letter to the President of Hungary’s National Election Committee (OVB) about the political rights 
of persons with disabilities.  The letter proposed OVB facilitate a professional consultation in order to prevent 
the problems described in the said complaints, will not arise during the Parliamentary elections of 2010.4 
Since there was no response to the letter, on December 3, 2009, the MADA representative turned to the 
Hungarian Equal Treatment Advisory Board to initiate measures which would enable voters with disabilities to 

exercise their rights in the 2010 elections. These measures should be in compliance with fundamental electoral 

principles and with no accessibility barriers (e.g. the issue of information pamphlets and ballots in Braille and 

in enlarged print).5 In a letter dated  February 15, 2010, the Advisory Board turned to Hungary’s Ministry of 

Municipalities and the Minister of Justice and Law Enforcement, drawing up recommendations with respect to 

the amendment of Act C. of 1997 on Electoral Procedure (Ve.) and Ministry of Municipalities Decree 35/2009. 

ÖM rendelet.6 “We propose that the Ministry investigate the possibility of the Decree’s necessary and feasible 

amendment, and that when members of electoral bodies are prepared, and in the course of the latter providing 

information of public interest, they pay special attention to asserting the secret ballot requirement to include persons 

with disabilities in the event of voting by mobile ballot box or with the assistance of a helper.” 7 

In a response dated  March 16, 2010, the Ministry of Municipalities’ Undersecretary of State for the public 

sector and co-ordination, stated that a comprehensive overview of the Ve. had not taken place, therefore, the 

rules governing the voting of persons with disabilities have not yet changed. However, within the framework of 

the Ve the Minister of Municipalities, with due consideration for the technical and financial possibilities of the day, 

determines the actual details of how the voting takes place He also said that the funding available for elections is 

insufficient to cover the cost of making polling stations accessible, therefore it is not possible to mandate these 

modifications.

Additionally, he referred to the December 31, 2010, deadline, which is prescribed in Act XXVI. of 19988 about 

making public buildings accessible. The implementation of these provisions would also solve the problem of 

polling stations. The Undersecretary also mentioned that all polling stations for the 2010 elections would have 

a paper booth, ensuring voting by secret ballot for citizens with physical disabilities. Furthermore, he stated, that 

the National Election Office’s Web site9 is blind or visually impaired persons and the Election Information Service 
provides all requested assistance, ensuring access to information.

4. Letter of the Hungarian  

Anti-Discrimination Foundation’s 

(MADA) representative  

to the president of Hungary’s 

National Election Committee.  

1 October 2009, Ref: 147/2009.
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With respect to participation in public life and political organisations,

10 Act II of 1989 on the Right of 
Association,11

12   

NGO ACTIVITIES 

European Parliament Disability Intergroup,

Down Foundation

13

National Council of Disabled Persons’ Organisations

5. Letter of the Hungarian Anti-

Discrimination Foundation’s 

(MADA) representative  

to Hungary’s Equal Treatment 

Advisory Board. 3 December 

2009, Ref.: 149/2009. 

6. Ministry of Municipalities 

Decree 35/2009. (XII. 30.) ÖM 

on the Implementation of Act C. 

of 1997 on Electoral Procedure 

with respect to the election of 

members of parliament

7. Letter of the Equal Opportunity 

Authority to the Undersecretary 

of State for the public sector and 

co-ordination of the Ministry  

of Municipalities. 15 February 

2010, EBH/438/2010.

8. http://text.disabilityknowledge.

org/The-Law.htm

9. Information Web page of the 

National Election Office: www.

valasztas.hu

10. Article 63

   

11. http://www.ecnl.org/

dindocuments/255 

_lawassociationseng1989. 

pdf?PHPSESSID=00f9444c0d

56d457ac38d89887e82bdd

12. Article 1 (4) d), Act IV of 

2006 on Business Associations; 

Article 30 b), Act X of 2006 on 

Co-operatives; Article 27 (5) a), 

Act CXXI of 1999 on Chambers 

of Commerce; Article 18, Article 

46 (1), Act XXII of 1992 on the 

Labour Code 

13. http://www.myopinionmyvote.

eu/index.php?option= 

com_frontpage&Itemid=1
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14

SUMMARY

14. Report number AJB 

2405/2009 can be downloaded 

from: http://www.obh.hu/allam/

jelentes/200902405.rtf
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RECOMMENDATIONS
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Participation in cultural 
life, recreation, leisure and sport

The Constitution 

1. 

a) 
b) 
c) 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

a) 

b) 

c) 
d) 

e) 

ARTICLE 30
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1. http://text.disabilityknowledge.
org/The-Law.htm

   

2. www.szmm.gov.hu/ 
download.php?ctag 

=download&docID=13.

   3. Dr Gergely Tapolczai, 
„ENSZ Egyezmény elemzése 

a hallássérültek szemével [The 
Analysis of the UN Convention 

Through the Eyes of the 
Hearing-Imparied],” SINOSZ 

[the Hungarian Association of 
the Deaf and Hard of Hearing] 

http://www.sinosz.hu/sites/
default/files/kultura_ENSZ.pdf 

(only in Hungarian)

Act XXVI of 1998 on the Rights of Persons Living with Disability and Their 
Equal Opportunities 

1

ACCESS TO CULTURAL ACTIVITIES

National Disability Programme 
2

3
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4. http://www.wfdeaf.org/
calendar.aspx

5. „Szûk mozgástérben – fogya-
tékossággal élôk a médiában” 
[Little Wiggle Room – Persons 
with Disabilities in the Media], 
February 9, 2010 Article available 
in Hungarian http://www.emasa.
hu/print.php?id=6441 

6. http://www.fszk.hu/fszk/
tudastar/jogszabaly/hazai/A_jel-
nyelvi_torveny_angolul.pdf 

 
A 2008 study reports that deaf and hard of hearing persons frequently come up against powerful barriers in 

this area. Cultural content in accessible formats is not available, museums do not offer exhibition tours with sign 

language interpreting, and subtitling of television programmes is only possible if separate funds therefore are raised, 

and only at television stations who have been successful at raising such funds. Furthermore, grant money have been 

steadily deminishing since 2008. In Hungary deaf culture based on sign language is not recognized.

In 2008, the Hungarian Association of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing [Siketek és Nagyothallók Országos Szövetsége,  

SINOSZ] contributed to creating access to public education opportunities in accessible formats via sign-language 

inter preted tours at the integrated event “Museum’s May Day – Everyone’s May Day” under the aegis of its TREASURE  

programme. July witnessed the Misztrál Festival, Hungary’s biggest accessible outdoor cultural event, where entertain-

ment was offered in info-communication accessible formats. The event was staged again in 2009. On September 19–20,  

it staged the “Invisible Culture Festival,”4 partnering with NGOs and the media. Additionally, SINOSZ has been mentor-

ing ERGO SUM a theatrical ensemble comprising hearing-impaired persons for many years.

Nonprofit Media 
Center and the Institute for Applied Communications Science

5

Act CXXV of 2009 on Hungar-
ian Sign Language and the use of Hungarian Sign Language6

Grundtvig Sign Library international pro-
ject, 
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Hungarian co-
pyright law7

OBH report 5312/2006

ACCESS TO RECREATION, LEISURE AND SPORTING
ACTIVITIES

National Disability Program 

7. http://www.wipo.int/clea/en/
details.jsp?id=2213

8. http://www.baltazarszinhaz.hu/
index.php?lang=en

9. Dr Gergely Tapolczai, „ENSZ 
Egyezmény elemzése a hallás-

sérültek szemével [The Analysis 
of the UN Convention Through 

the Eyes of the Hearing-
Imparied],” SINOSZ [Hungarian 

Association of the Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing]  

http://www.sinosz.hu/sites/
default/files/sport_ENSZ.pdf 

(only in Hungarian)

The Baltazár Theatre8 is Hungary’s only professional theatre company comprised of mentally challenged actors. Since  

its founding in 1998, the ensemble has created ten theatrical productions. Baltazár Theatre’s goal is that its 

productions – in the making and in the showing – overcome social exclusion, thereby changing social perceptions 

of persons with disabilities. The educational programme launched in 1999 by the Baltazár Theatre Foundation, 

which operates the theatre company, has instituted an entirely new mentality: it is via quality ar tistic rather 

than therapy-driven training that it has enabled persons with disabilities to make a living from their talent. The  

Baltazár Arts Centre opened for training in September 2005, offering integrated artistic training open and 

available to all.
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9

Miklós Wesselényi National Youth and Leisure Sports Public Foundation,
Aladár Gerevich National Sports 

Public Foundation. 

Act I of 2004 on Sports10

Hungarian Paralympic Committee

11

Hungarian 
Sport Federation for People with Special Needs12

13

14

15, 16

10. http://www.sport-in-europe.
eu/index.php?option= 
com_content&task=view&id= 
27&Itemid=116

11. Comment, Act I of 2004  
on Sports

12. http://www.fonesz.hu/ 
DesktopDefault.
aspx?menuid=12595

13. Its member organisations: 
Sports Association of the 
Hungarian Hearing-Impaired 
[Magyar Hallássérültek Sport-
szövetsége], Hungarian Special 
Olympics Association [Magyar 
Speciális Olimpia Szövetség], 
National Sports, Cultural and 
Interest Protecting Association 
of Hungarians with Organ 
Transplants [Magyar Szerv-
átültetettek Országos Sport, 
Kulturális és Érdekvédelmi 
Szövetsége], Sports Assocation 
of Physically-Impaired Hungarians 
[Magyar Mozgáskorlátozottak 
Sportszövetsége],  Hungarian 
Special Sports Association  
[Magyar Parasport Szövetség],  
Sports Association of the 
Visually-Impaired Hungarians 
[Magyar Látássérültek Sport-
szövetsége]

14. Article 44, Act I, 2004 on Sports

15. Article 63, Act I, 2004 on 
Sports

16. Emberi Jogok Igen!  
A fogyatékossággal élô személyek  
jogai c. képzési kézikönyv 
[Human Rights.Yes! The Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities],  
Training handbook, pp. 227–228
(Only in the Hungarian version) 
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Hungarian Olympic Committee 
18

21st Summer Deaflympics in 2009. 

“Equal 
Treatment Authority”

19

Hungarian Special Olympics Association

17. „Duplán mûködik a kettôs 
mérce. Fogyatékossport: két 

paralimpiára egymilliárdos  
jutalom, kontra folyamatos  

forráshiány és túl sok köztestület,  
[„The Double Standard Strikes 

Doubly. Disabilities Sports: 
HUF 1 billion for two Sepcial 

Olympics versus ongoing 
shortage of funds and too many 
public bodies]” Magyar Nemzet, 
03.06. 2010 http://www.mno.hu/

portal/699204?searchtext=fogyat
ékossport,%20paralimpia 

(Only in Hungarian)

18. http://www.mob.hu/ 
engine.aspx?page=MOB_english

“Paralympics competitors, their trainers, a few dozen persons received HUF 295 million after 2004, HUF 729 million after 
2008, the total topping the HUF 1 billion mark in rewards from the state, whilst tens of thousands under FONESZ receive 
the same overall funding to cover a four year period. This engenders enormous tension between disabled and disabled, and 
between disabled and healthy. A system alien to sports has emerged which overwrites internal solidarity” – comments 
the president of FONESZ. 
MPB president Zsolt Gömöri has acknowledged that “Paralympics bonuses are excessive, with the most successful 
athlete receiving more than the annual funding allotted to professional sports.” 17
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20

National Sports Council’s

introduction of single-channel funding 

19. Procedure number EBH 
9/13/2010. The EBH, in a decision 
dated April 22, 2010, found that 
the Ministry for Municipalities 
involved in the procedure had 
violated the requirement of 
equal treatment by failing to 
award – in contrast with athletes 
with identical performances at 
the 2010 Winter Olympics and 
Special Olympics - performance 
bonuses to Hungarian deaf 
athletes who won medals and 
points at the 2009 Deaflympics 
The Ministry  for Municipalities 
was thereby found guilty of 
direct discrimination. The EBH 
has ruled that the Ministry for 
Municipalities must eliminate 
the legal breach, that is, to pay 
performance bonuses to the 
deaf athletes.

20. http://www.hparalimpia.hu/
index.php?c=hirarchivum&tol= 
40&kod=330  
(only in Hungarian) 
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DPOS AND NGOS ACTIVITY 

SINOSZ Sports Center

Deaf and Hard of Hearing

visually impaired
Deloitte Running Gala

21 

visually impaired 

Recreational Sports Association of the Visually Im-
paired

21. See May 2006 Running Gala 
at: http://www.szmm.gov.hu/ 

main.php?folderID=1052&articleI
D=5665&ctag=articlelist&iid 

=1. Post-2006 ministry funding 
data is not available
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RECOMMENDATIONS



SEGMENT OF THE REPORTING RELEVANT TO  
THE SPECIFIC SITUATION OF BOYS, 
GIRLS AND WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES  
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Women with disabilities

National Disability Programme 

1

National Development Agency

the Convention to 
Eliminate All Forms of Discrimination against Women 

1.

2.

1. The New National  
Programme of Disability Affairs 
can be downloaded at:  
http://www.szmm.gov.hu/main.
php?folderID=1295

ARTICLE 6
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NGOS ACTIVITY 

De juRe 
Foundation National Federation of Disabled Persons’ Associations 

Free School of Disability Studies 2

3

SUMMARY

2. Magdolna Jelli was a decisive 
figure in advocating for persons 

with disabilities in Hungary.  
The promoter of the idea of  

self-determination and 
independent living in Hungary, 

she was a fierce protector of the 
rights of persons with disabilities, 

founded and subsequently headed 
the Association for Independent 

Living. Being severely disabled 
herself, Magdolna Jelli set an 

example with her own life, by 
showing that despite living with 

disabilities she was capable of an 
active and colourful life.

3. Free School of Disability Studies, 
Gusztáv Bárczi Special Education 

Faculty of the Lóránt Eötvös 
University of Sciences (ELTE 

GYFK), autumn semester, 2008.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
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Children with Disabilities

1

1. 

2. 

3. 

1. Articles 16 and 67 of  
the Constitution;  
Article 6 of Act XXXI of 1997;  
Act LXXIX of 1993.

ARTICLE 7
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Parliamentary Commissioner for 
Civil Rights 2

The goal of the Stockholm strategy: “Building a Europe for and with Children 

2009–2011” 

3

2. “OBH Gyermekjogi project”, 
szerk. Dr. Kovács Orsolya Ágota 
[OBH Children’s Rights Project, 
ed. Dr. Ágota Orsolya Kovács], 
in: OBH Projektfüzetek 2009/3 

[OBH Project Booklets, 2009/3]. 
(Only in Hungarian)

3. Az Építsük Európát  
a gyermekekért a gyermekekkel 

2009–2011 „Stockholmi  
stratégia” [The Stockholm 
strategy: Building a Europe  

for and with Children  
2009–2011] Source:  

Ministry of Social Affairs and 
Labour. More information  

on the program in  
English at http://www.coe.int/ 

t/transversalprojects/
children/first_announcement/

Connection_en.asp

Children with disabilities frequently suffer infringement of their rights in Hungary. In conjunction with our report, 
we wish primarily to underscore the following:

Lack of early intervention; 
Exclusion from the educational system;
Children who cannot live with their families and are raised in live-in institutions and student homes catering to 
a large number of children;
Access to justice.
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4. Source: Public Foundation  
for the Equal Opportunities of 
Persons with Disabilities  
[Fogyatékos Személyek  
Esély egyen  lôségéért Közalapítvány, 
FSZK]

 

5. Autizmus – Tény – Képek 
[Autsim – Fact – Pictures]. 
Hungarian Autistic Society and 
Foundation for Researching  
the Present [Autisták Országos 
Szövetsége és Jelenkutató  
Alapítvány], Budapest, 2009.

6. Act No. LXXIX of 1993 on 
Public Education. [1993. LXXIX. 
törvény „A közoktatásról”]
http://www.okm.gov.hu/letolt/
english/act_lxxxix_1993_091103.
pdf

LACK OF EARLY INTERVENTION

4

5

EXCLUSION FROM THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

6
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CHILDREN WHO CANNOT LIVE WITH THEIR 
FAMILIES AND ARE RAISED IN LARGE 
LIVE-IN INSTITUTIONS AND STUDENT HOMES 

UNICEF

7 Hand in Hand Foundation 

8

National Disability Program

Hand in Hand Foundation’s 
9

7. Source: Hungarian Central 
Statistical Office (HCSO)  

(Központi Statisztikai Hivatal, 
KSH) 

8. “Stratégiai javaslat a súlyosan 
halmozottan fogyatékos  
gyermekek közoktatási  

befogadásához [Strategic 
Proposal for Including Severely 

and Multiply Disabled Children in 
Public Education]”  

Kézenfogva Alapítvány  
[Hand in Hand Foundation]  

(Manuscript in Hungarian)

9. Esetjogi tanulmánykötet 
[Anthology of Case Law Studies], 

Kézenfogva Alapítvány  
[Hand in Hand Foundation], 

Budapest, 2009.
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European Roma Rights Centre 

10

11 Committee on the Rights of 
the Child

Elementary schools, students homes and childrens’ homes provide teaching and education for children with mild 

and moderately serious disabilities. In fulfilling their responsibilities they attend to both children living in a family 

setting as well as children cared for by child protection services. Replacement of these institutions has – obviously 

on account of the greater cost involved – progressed at a slower pace than that of institutions caring for healthy 

children. Petitions with respect to these types of institutions suggest that children with disabilities, who are therefore 

more vulnerable, are physically, and/or sexually abused. Although sexual abuse has not been corroborated in a single 

instance, a few instances of physical abuse have, however been substantiated. We have visited student homes that 

have a high standard of professionalism and where the treatment of children is exemplary. However, they were 

compelled to crowd children into dormitories in large numbers, sometimes 20 beds to a room. It is hard to create 

an environment of homelike intimacy amid such conditions. Child protection legislation stipulates remedial care 

must be provided for children age 12 years and older (in exceptional cases 10 years old) who are manifesting 

severe psychological or dissocial  symptoms, or for those grappling with the usage of psychoactive substances. In the 

course of remedial care, the child must be provided with health care and therapy needed to correct his/her personality 

in a manner appropriate to his/her condition and with due protection of the safety of other children. A child placed 

in a remedial children’s home  or a remedial group within a children’s home must – with due regard for his/her 

condition – be provided enhanced protection. 

Before Hungary’s Child Protection Act (Gytv.) entered into force, placement and education of special needs 

children was – besides children’s homes maintained by the Ministry (Social) –  available only in a few children’s 

homes primarily in the capital city of Budapest. Even several years after the Gyvt. entered into force, the distribution 

of remedial children’s homes, remedial groups within children’s homes, and remedial group homes for special needs 

children remains rather uneven nationwide. The need for this type of care is on the rise, with a growing number 

of children age 12 and older who are entering remedial child protection services. The educational process cannot 

be effective without training and continued education preparing professionals who are directly serving these 

children. Without proper training the kindergarten teacher-turned-educator or the cook-turned-childminder are 

unable to manage the problems of adolescent children in care who may already have been in a correctional facility 

or juvenile prison. It has been our experience that employees are afraid to work in a remedial group of special 

needs children. Occasionally, health care is not provided to these children because there is no available psychiatrist 

within reasonable reach. The child’s constitutional right to protection and care, and to the highest level of physical and 
psychological health is infringed,  if a child cannot receive remedial care because in the county of his/her residence 
there are no places or the number of places is insufficient, or the conditions, the staff and the equipment of the 
available institution is unsuitable for achieving the educational goal.

10. The Report is available in 
English at: http://www.errc.org/ 
cms/upload/media/02/8F/
m0000028F.pdf 

11. In English (angolul):  
http://www.szmm.gov.hu/main.
php?folderID=16268&articleI 
D=30704&ctag=articlelist&iid=1
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12

ACCESS TO JUSTICE 

12. European Roma Rights 
Center : „Dis-Interest of the 

Child: Romani Children in the 
Hungarian Child Protection 

System. Budapest, December, 
2007. www.errc.org/ 
cikk.php?cikk=2930
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NGO INITIATIVES TO ASSERT THE RIGHTS OF 
CHILDREN 

The Hungarian Autistic Society

13

Hungarian Association of 
the Deaf and Hard of Hearing

RECOMMENDATIONS

14

13. http://esoember.hu/index.
php?option=com_content&task=
view&id=957&Itemid=89
 

 
14. Concluding Observations  
on Hungary of the Committee 
on the Rights of the Child. In 
English (angolul):  http://www.
szmm.gov.hu/main.php?folderID=
16268&articleID=30704&ctag= 
articlelist&iid=1
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SEGMENT OF THE REPORT RELEVANT  
TO SPECIFIC OBLIGATIONS
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Statistics and data collection

1

2

addressed a letter to the 
President of the Republic of Hungary3

disability data collection

President of the Republic of Hungary László Sólyom, remanded the 
bill to the Hungarian Parliament for reconsideration, 

4

health status (including disability),

1. 

a) 

b) 

2. 

3. 

1. http://portal.ksh.hu/portal/
page?_pageid=38,123598&_
dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL 

2. Dr. Ádám Kósa and Dr. László 
Gábor Lovászy, Ph.D. (2008)  
A fogyatékossággal élô személyek 
jogairól szóló egyezmény  
értékelése és kritikája a  
jelnyelvhez kapcsolódó jogok 
vonatkozásában [The Evaluation 
and Critique of the Convention 
on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities With Respect  
to Rights Associated With Sign 
Language], SINOSZ, 2008, p. 22. 

3. Gábor Gombos and Piroska 
Gyene: Levél a Köztársasági  
Elnökhöz [Letter to the 
President of the Republic],  
7 October 2009

4. László Sólyom:  
Levél Dr. Katona Béla elnök úr  
részére [Letter to House 
Speaker Dr Béla Katona], 
Országgyûlés [Hungarian 
Parliament], 21 October 2009. 
II-1/03986-3/2009

ARTICLE 31
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5

6

5. Article 70/A.  (1), The 
Republic of Hungary shall 

ensure the human rights and 
civil rights for all persons on 

its territory without any kind 
of discrimination, such as on 

the basis of race, color, gender, 
language, religion, political  
or other opinion, national  
or social origins, financial 

situation, birth or on any other 
grounds whatsoever.

 
6. Hungarian News Agency 

(MTI) communique:  
A népszámlálás kockázatairól 

[On the Risks  
of the Population Census]

7. www.szmm.gov.hu/ 
download.?ctag=download&docI

D=21675 (only in Hungarian) 

The Hungarian Parliament adopted the proposals for disability data collection. It incorporated a separate provision 
relating to the disability data set into the new statutory regulation under Act CXXXIX of 2009 on the 2011 

Population Census [2009. évi CXXXIX. törvény a 2011. évi népszámlálásról],7 stipulating that response was 
voluntary. (Article 3 [2]). Under Article 7 (1) of the Act, the Hungarian Government set forth that establishing  
a data collection program in collaboration with disability advocacy organisations and other NGOs  that would 
result in “reliable, survey-based collection of disability data.” 
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8

RECOMMENDATIONS

8. Theory-Methodology –  
Zoltán Szûcs, A 2011. évi nép-
számlálás és a területi statisztika 
[The 2011 Population Census 
and Areal Statistics]
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RESEARCH 2007–2010

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY

Hand in Hand Foundation, The Hungarian Autistic Society, Symbiosis Founda-
tion 2009

Disability anti-
discrimination program

The Hungarian Autistic Society and the Foundation for Contemporary Re-
search, 2009

autistic population 

EDUCATION – Students with Disabilities in higher education

Institute of Sociology of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences  2009–2010
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students with disabilities

9

Kurt Lewin Foundation (commissioned by the Office of the Commissioner for 
Educational Rights) 2005

Ministry for Education 2004

Public Foundation for the Equal Opportunities of Persons with Disabilities 
(FSZK) 2009

fôiskolai, egyetemi hallgatók

EDUCATION – Language learning

ELTE Department of General and Applied Linguistics 2008

“Equal Opportunity in 
Language Acquisition”

9. http://www.socio.mta.hu/page.
php?item=347
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EDUCATION – Bilingual education for deaf children

Public Foundation for the Equal Opportunities of Persons with Disabilities 
(FSZK) 2009

Siket gyermekek kétnyelvû oktatásának 
Bilingual Education for 

Deaf Children

education of deaf children
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Beszédükben súlyosan akadályozott gyermekek

Children with Severe Speech Disability

SIGN LANGUAGE

Public Foundation for the Equal Opportunities of Persons with Disabilities 
(FSZK) 2009

magyar jelnyelv 
Hungarian 

Sign Language

A Magyar jelnyelv szublexikális szintjének leírá-
sa [Description of sublexical level of Hungarian Sign Language]

Nyelv, identitás és kisebbségek
Language, Identity and 

Minorities

Hungarian sign language accreditation material, 

A Magyarországi Siketek nyelvelsajátításának 
és nyelvhasználatának szociolingvisztikai vizsgálata [The Socio-Linguistic 
Study of the Language Acquisition and Language Use of the Deaf in Hun-
gary]

A sztereotípiák, elôítéletek és attitûdök hatása a siketek  
nyelvelsajátítására [The Impact of Stereotypes, Prejudices and Attitudes 
on the Language Acquisition of the deaf].
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ACCESSIBILITY/REMOVING BARRIERS TO ACCESSIBILITY

Hungarian Road Association 2008

Public Foundation for the Equal Opportunities of People with Disabilities 
2007

Public Foundation for the Equal Opportunities of Persons with Disabilities 
(FSZK) 2009

INDEPENDENT LIVING

Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour Department for Disability Affairs and 
Rehabilitation 2009 

Studies and presentation on the necessity of replacing large-scale residential 
institutions

Lóránd Eötvös University Faculty of Social Sciences and the Soteria Foundation, 
2009–2010

„One Step Forward, Two Backwards…”

the phasing out of large-scale institutions, 
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Commissioned by the Hand in Hand Foundation, conducted by the RUBEUS 
Association 2009.

young adults with disabilities 

LEGAL COMPETENCE

Mental Disability Advocacy Center (MDAC) 2007

10

HEALTH – The Rights of psychiatric patients

Mental Health Interest Forum (PÉF) 2007

Mental Health Interest Forum (PÉF) 2008 

Mental Health Interest Forum (PÉF), Health Insurance Supervisory Authority 
2009 

REHABILITATION

Adalékok a komplex rehabilitáció magyar -
országi helyzetéhez [On the Status in Hungary of Complex Rehabilitation]

EMPLOYMENT

Institute of Sociology of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences 

Round table discussion between persons with disabilities and employers

Institute of Sociology of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences 

COLLECTING GENERAL STUDIES

The mission of a disAbilityknowledge.org is to support the development of 
the open society via promoting the dissemination of relevant disability related 
knowledge and providing E-Learning Access Point to Disability Studies. 

10. http://www.mdac.info/
documents/Hungary%20report_
comprehensive_English.pdf
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International cooperation

1

2

3

1. 

a) 

b) 

c) 
d) 

2. 

1. „ A magyar nemzetközi  
fejlesztési együttmûködési (NEFE) 
politika [Hungary’s International 
Development Cooperation 
(IDC) policy],” Hungary’s Foreign 
Ministry, Budapest, 29 July 2003  
http://www.mfa.gov.hu/kum/en/
bal/foreign_policy/international_
development/

2. Judit Kiss, „Merre tart a magyar  
nemzetközi fejlesztéspolitika?  
[Where does Hungary’s 
International Development Policy 
tend towards]?” (2nd Report 
of the HAND Aidwatch WG), 
Budapest, 2010, p. 7.

3. Judit Kiss, „A magyar nemzet-
közi fejlesztéspolitika a számok  
tükrében [Hungarian inter-
national development policy in 
the light of numbers],” HAND 
Szövetség [HAND Association] , 
Budapest, 2007, p. 23.

ARTICLE 32
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4

HUNGARIAN NGOS IN THE INTERNATIONAL 
DISABILITY MOVEMENT

Council of Organizations of Persons with Disabilities
5

SINOSZ

Hungarian Association of the Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing 

4. „Beszámoló a magyar  
nemzetközi fejlesztési 

együttmûködés 2008-ban 
megvalósított tevékenységérôl 
[Report on the Implemented 

Activities of Hungarian IDC in 
2008],” The Ministry for Foreign 

Affairs of Hungary, Budapest,  
7 March 2009. Március,  

annexes 7 and 10 
 http://www.mfa.gov.hu/

NR/rdonlyres/09524B2E-76D7-
4DCC-ADF6-67D3E1A14FA7/0/

InspiredByExperience.pdf

5. FESZT member organisations: 
National Federation of Disabled 
Persons Associations (MEOSZ), 

Hungarian Association for 
Persons with Intellectual 

Disability and their Helpers 
(ÉFOÉSZ), Hungarian Association 

of the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing (SINOSZ), Hungarian 

Federation of the Blind and 
Partially Sighted, the Down 

Foundation, Hungarian Special 
Arts Workshop Association.
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Programmes 2007–2010

6 6. Human Rights Yes! Action and 
Advocacy on the Rights  
of Persons with Disabilities. 2009.  
http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/
edumat/hreduseries/TB6/html/
Contents%20of%20”Human%20
Rights.%20YES!”.h  
http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/
edumat/hreduseries/TB6/html/
Contents%20of%20”Human%20
Rights.%20YES!”.html
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MEOSZ

National Federation of Disabled Persons’ Associations  

Programmes 2007–2010
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ÉFOÉSZ

Hungarian Association for Persons with Intellectual Disability and Their 
Helpers
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RECOMMENDATIONS
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National implementation and 
monitoring

1

focal points 
coordination mechanism 

independent framework,

2

1. 

2. 

3. 

1. From Exclusion to Equality: 
Realizing the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities. Handbook  
for Parliamentarians No. 14.  
United Nations Office of the 
High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, 2007. 
www.ohchr.org/Documents/
Publications/training14en.pdf

2. From Exclusion to Equality: 
Realizing the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities, p. 93.

ARTICLE 33
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GOVERNMENT MEASURES TAKEN BETWEEN 
OCTOBER 2007 AND APRIL 2010

National Disability Council
3

4

5

3. The minutes of the 
OFT meeting: 

http://www.szmm.gov.hu/
download.php?ctag=download

&docID=15256 
(available only in Hungarian) 

  

4. Dr. Sándor Gurbai, Melinda 
Kovács: A Fogyatékossággal Élô 

Személyek Jogairól szóló 
Egyezmény 33. cikkének 
elemzése [An analysis of 

Article 33 of the Convention 
on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities]. ÉFOÉSZ, 
October 2007.

5. Decision 4/2007  
(30 October) of the OFT

.
6. Boglárka Benkó, János Fiala: 

National implementation  
process of the Convention  

on the Rights of Persons  
with Disabilities. Mental Disability 

Advocacy Center, Budapest,  
15 August 2008.  

http://www2.ohchr.org/
english/issues/disability/docs/

consultation/Civilsocietyinputs/
hungaryMDAC.doc

7. OFT: 
http://www.eselyegyenloseg.hu/

main.php?folderID=21206
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government decree

6 7

8

9

10

11 12

13

14

15

 
8. Article 33.1 of the Convention: 
“States Parties… shall designate 
one or more focal points  
within government for matters 
relating to the implementation  
of the present Convention.”

9. On the composition of OFT, 
see: http://www.eselyegyenloseg.
hu/main.php?folderID=21203

10. 1065/2008. (X. 14.) határozat  
“A fogyatékossággal élô  
személyek jogairól szóló egyez-
mény végrehajtását ellenôrzô 
szerv felkérésérôl” [Government 
Decree 1065/2008 [14 October] 
“On the appointment of a body 
monitoring the implementation 
of the Convention on the Rights 
of Persons with Disabilities”]. 
www.szmm.gov.hu/ 
openlink.php?linkID=1260  
(only in Hungarian)

11. Convention Article 33.1-2. 
http://www.szmm.gov.hu/main.
php?folderID=16485

12. Principles defined at the 
first International Workshop 
on National Institutions for 
the Promotion and Protection 
of Human Rights in Paris on 
October 7–9, 1991, and adopted 
by the United Nations with 
General Assembly Resolution 
48/134 of 1993.  
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/
law/parisprinciples.htm
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16

17

SUMMARY

RECOMMENDATIONS

Focal points (Article 33.1)

13. The organizations signing 
the open letter were: Hungarian 

Autistic Society [Autisták Országos 
Szövetsége, AOSZ], Hungarian 

Association of the Deaf and Hard 
of Hearing [Siketek és Nagyot-

hallók Országos Szövetsége, 
SINOSZ], Hungarian Federation 
of the Blind and Partially Sighted  
[Magyar Vakok és Gyengénlátók 

Országos Szövetsége,  
MVGYOSZ], National Federation  
of Disabled Persons’ Associations  

[Mozgáskorlátozottak Egyesületei -
nek Országos Szövetsége MEOSZ],  

Mental Disability Advocacy  
Centre [Központ a Mentális  
Sérültek Jogaiért Alapítvány, 

MDAC], Hungarian Association 
for Persons with Intellectual 

Disability [Értelmi Fogyatékos-
sággal Élôk és Segítôik Országos  

Érdekvédelmi Szövetsége, 
ÉFOÉSZ], Budapest Association  

of the Physically Disabled [Mozgás-
sérültek Budapesti Egyesülete,  

MBE], Soteria Foundation [Soteria  
Alapítvány], Hand in Hand 

Foundation [Kézen fogva Alapít-
vány], Down Foundation [Down 

Alapítvány], Mental Health Interest  
Forum [Pszichiátriai Érdekvédelmi 

Fórum, PÉF], Central Hungarian 
Regional Association of the Blind 

and Partially Sighted [Vakok és 
Gyengénlátók Közép-Magyarországi  

Regionális Egyesülete, VGYKE].
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18

19

Coordination mechanisms (Article 33.1)

14. The letter was sent to Ferenc 
Gyurcsány, Prime Minister of  
the Republic of Hungary; Péter 
Kiss, Minister Responsible for  
the Prime Minister’s Office; Dr. 
Kinga Göncz, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs; Erika Sz_cs, Minister  
of Social Affairs and Labour ;  
Dr. Tibor Draskovics, Minister of 
Justice and Law Enforcement. A 
copy was sent to Dr. Máté Szabó, 
Parliamentary Commissioner  
for Civil Rights.

15. Find the letter at http://
www.mdac.info/images/
page_image/2008-10-01%20
ombudsman_level.doc (only in 
Hungarian)

16. http://www.obh.hu/allam/eng/
index.htm

17. Reply letter of Péter Kiss, 
Minister Responsible for the 
Prime Minister’s Office, to  
Mr. Oliver Lewis (MDAC), 
Budapest,  18 November 2008. 
Ref. no.: I-1/8238/2/2008.

18. Article 33.1.

19. From Exclusion to Equality: 
Realizing the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities, p. 95.

In our view, it is necessary to designate more than one focal points to improve the efficiency of performance, 
something that could be carried out by the ministry department primarily responsible for disability issues, the 
National Equal Opportunities Network [Országos Esélyegyenlôségi Hálózat] and the Equal Rights Authority.
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Independent framework (Article 33.2)

20

In our view, the National Disability Council could perform this function. However, we must emphasize again that it 
cannot be considered an independent mechanism, as it also represents the government.

20. From Exclusion to Equality: 
Realizing the Rights of Persons 

with Disabilities, p. 96.
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Furthermore, we propose to involve the Human Rights Committee of  
Parliament in the following functions:

To perform this responsibility, we propose that the Office of the Disability Ombudsman be established. However, 
since such an institution cannot be created overnight, we suggest that a disability section be established within the 
Office of the Parliamentary Commissioner for Human Rights to perform the above functions.
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OTHERS
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Conference of States Parties

1. 

2. 

ARTICLE 40
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1

National Disability Council 
2

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. The concept of reasonable 
accommodation is  

absent in Hungarian law.

2. The minutes are available at: 
http://www.szmm.gov.hu/main.

php?folderID=16256  
(only in Hungarian)
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Accessible format

1

Article 1

[A person with disability is a person who lives with a 
long-term physical, mental, intellectual or sensory impairment, which togeth-
er with several other barriers may hinder their full and effective participation 
in society on an equal basis with others.]

Article 12 

[States Parties shall recognize that persons with disabilities enjoy capacity 
for rights and/or capacity to act on an equal basis with others in all aspects  
of life.]

Article 19

ARTICLE 49

1. http://www.szmm.gov.hu/main.
php?folderID=16485
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b) Persons with disabilities have access to a range of in-home, institutional and 
other community support services, including personal assistance necessary 
to support living and inclusion in the community, and to prevent isolation or 
segregation from the community;

Article 27

2

3

4

2. http://www.efoesz.hu/ 
index.php?m=text&id=18

3. The hungarian sign-language 
and easy-to-understand versions 

can be downloaded from
http://www.szmm.gov.hu/ 

main.php?folderID=16485 

4. www.sinosz.hu


