
 

 

 

OPTIONAL MODULES  [10 ECTS each] 

  

HI580 Irish Contacts with Europe, 1770-1973 Dr Róisín Healy 

This module addresses a neglected aspect of Ireland’s transnational past – its 
engagement with continental Europe after the extensive emigration that followed the 
early modern conquest of Ireland and before Ireland’s entry into the EEC in 1973. 
Students will evaluate the small, but growing, body of scholarship on Irish links with 
the continent and identify avenues for future research by means of analysis of primary 
sources, such as newspapers, travel accounts, diplomatic documents and memoirs. 
Key questions will include the movement of people to and from different parts of the 
continent, domestic responses to nationalist movements abroad, involvement in 
continental wars and diplomatic relations after independence. 
 

HI6100: NGOs and the making of the Twentieth Century World– Dr Kevin 
O’Sullivan 

In the twentieth century NGOs emerged as one of the key building blocks of the 
contemporary world. This module introduces the historiography, key concepts and 
methodologies in the study of transnational action. How did NGOs operate? How 
should we study them? What can they tell us about the growing inter-connectedness 
of the modern world? The second part of the module puts these concepts into practice 
through a series of focused case studies, from Amnesty International to the Anti-
Apartheid Movement. 

HI6101 Youth in transition: 1870-1970 

This module will address the history and experience of youth in Ireland, Europe and 
the wider world from 1870-1970. Adopting a transnational approach, it will investigate 
the history of work, school, popular culture, teenage culture and changes to the 
concept of childhood and youth. With regard to the State, the importance of 'moral' 
concerns will be addressed - most critically at turning points like the First and Second 
World Wars. Class, gender, ethnicity, and religion will also be addressed. 

 



 

 

 

 

DJ6125 Investigating Miscarriages of Justice 

This module will give students an introduction to the wrongful treatment of people by 
the state and powerful institutions and the investigative journalism techniques that can 
be used to highlight and report on gross injustices in Ireland and internationally. 

SP6120 Irish Politics, North and South 

The course examines government structures, political ideologies, party politics and 
political conflict in the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. The island of Ireland, 
divided between two political jurisdictions and shared by two competing national 
projects, provides a richly distinctive context in which to examine the changing 
character of political action and the contemporary power of nationalism and the nation-
state in a post-crisis, globalised, and culturally diverse Europe. 

PI6102 Political values in the modern world 

This course will look at the ways in which political values interact with the modern 
world. It will begin with an introduction to central political and ethical theories along 
with exploration of key distinctions that tend to be relied upon, whether implicitly or 
explicitly. It will then focus on current issues in political theory, concentrating on 
themes such as justice, equality, freedom, toleration, and genetics. it will look at how 
these themes are contested in modern diverse democracies. 

PI6103 Knowledge and Value in Modernity 

This module will examine the issues of value and knowledge in the historical context 
of modernity. Attention will be given to such issues as the character of human 
subjectivity, the relation between mind and world, objectivity, the status of natural 
science and human values, and the character of modern culture. A range of modern 
philosophers will be discussed, including Hume, Kant and Nietzsche. Attention will 
also be given to the intersections between modern and contemporary arguments. 

 


