
3. Circe (Book 10)
After escaping the Cyclops and the storms sent by Poseidon, Odysseus and his
crew find themselves off the coast of the Island of Aeaea. There they find the
witch Circe, living in a small cabin in a clearing in the woods. she invites them
to join her for dinner. While Odysseus strangely has no appetite, his friends
feast upon a meal fit for the gods. At the end of the meal, Circe stands up
from her seat at the head of the table and casts a spell upon Odysseus’s
friends, turning them all into pigs!
Odysseus is then visited by the messenger god, Hermes, who gives him a herb
that will allow him to resist the witch's spell. Odysseus eats the herb,
overpowers Circe, and forces her to return his crew to their human forms.
Odysseus and Circe then become friends, and he and his crew stay on Aeaea
with her for a year. Eventually, the day comes when Odysseus’s men convince
him it is time to continue their journey back to Ithaca. Circe tells Odysseus
that the only way for him to find his way home is to travel to the Land of the
Dead and find the spirit of Tiresias, a blind prophet, who will tell him how to
get home.

4. The Underworld (Book 11)
Odysseus and his crew begin their perilous journey to the underworld.
On their meandering course, they encounter the sea monsters Scylla and
Charybdis, sirens, and more.
Eventually, they reach the River of Oceans in the land of the Cimmerians.
Odysseus begins a ritual taught to him by the witch Circe. He digs a trench
and pours in offerings of honey, milk, and wine. He then performs ritual
sacrifices on a ram and an ewe, using their blood to attract the spirits of
the dead.
Soon, Tiresias, the blind prophet from thebes comes and reveals that
Poseidon is punishing Odysseus and his crew for blinding his son
Polyphemus. He also foretells Odysseus’s fate, saying that he will return
to his home of Ithaca and reclaim his wife Penelope before making a trip
to a distant land to appease Poseidon. Tiresias then disappears without
another word. Odysseus also encounters the spirits of his fallen friends
from the Trojan war, the heroes Achilles and Ajax, who speak briefly
with him before disappearing too.
Having gotten what he came for, Odysseus begins his journey back to
Ithaca, careful not to wander too much more from his course.

The Odyssey is an ancient tale of action, adventure, and romance,
about the Greek hero Odysseus and his ten-year-long journey home
from war to the island of Ithaca. It is the sequel to the Iliad,
which tells the story of the Trojan War and features another
famous Ancient Greek hero, Achilles. The gods and goddesses of
Ancient Greece also appear in these stories. The Iliad and the
Odyssey were first written as very, very long poems in the 8th
century BCE, almost 3,000 years ago. Both poems are divided into
twenty-four sections called ‘books’ (which can be a bit confusing!),
and people say they were written by a poet called Homer, but we
really aren't sure.

In the Odyssey, some of the events are described by the narrator,
but many of the stories are told by Odysseus himself while he is a
guest at the court of Alcinous, the ruler of the Phaeacians.  Here
are some of the adventures Odysseus has. 

6. disguise, murder & reunion (Books 19–22) 
Hoping by some chance to find Odysseus, Telemachus walks from one side of
the island to the other. He meets the shepherd Eumaeus, who invites him to sit
with him and his new friend. Once alone with his son, Odysseus reveals his
true identity to Telemachus, who is overjoyed at the sight of his father. They
talk all night and begin to plot their revenge on the suitors.
The next day, Odysseus, still disguised as a beggar, sneaks into the castle. He
wins the favour of the suitors and they invite him to drink with them.
Penelope, who still doesn’t know Odysseus back, then decides to settle the
matter of who will marry her once and for all with a competition. She
declares that she will marry whichever man can string her husband’s bow
and shoot an arrow through a line of twelve axes. One by one the suitors all
try and fail to string the bow. Odysseus, still disguised, is the last to go.
When it is his turn, he easily strings the bow and sends the first arrow
whistling through all twelve axes.
Then Odysseus suddenly turns the bow on the suitors and shoots one through
the neck. He reveals himself as Odysseus, son of Laertes and Lord of Ithaca!
Odysseus and Telemachus then cut down the suitors one by one. After the
bloodbath, Odysseus reunites with his wife Penelope and their son Telemachus,
and they have a feast in celebration of their reunion and Odysseus's return.
Odysseus is finally home! 

5. Return & disguise (Books 19–22) 
After many more adventures,
Odysseus eventually reaches his
home, the island of Ithaca. He
sneaks onto the island in secret,
disguised as a beggar, as his castle
is now home to various suitors
plotting to marry his wife, Penelope.
While sneaking about the island,
Odysseus meets a kind shepherd
named Eumaeus, who offers to let
him stay in his hut. One evening, the
prince of Ithaca and son of
Odysseus, Telemachus, is wandering
the island. He has been having
dreams that his father will soon
return from the Trojan War and
kill all the wretched suitors trying
to claim Ithaca’s throne. 

1. Cyclops (Book 9)
Odysseus and his crew sail to the land of the cyclopes, a race of one-
eyed giants. While hunting sheep, they stumble upon the entrance to a
cave. Urged by his crew, Odysseus goes inside to find the cave full of
cheese, milk, and goats. His friends, worried that the cave’s owner will
return, call to Odysseus to grab some food and run. Unfortunately,
Odysseus lingers a little too long and the owner returns. It is the
cyclops Polyphemus, the son of Poseidon! (Poseidon is the god of the sea.)
While Polyphemus makes a show of being nice to Odysseus and his crew
at first, he soon becomes hungry and eats two of Odysseus’s men on the
spot. He imprisons the rest in his cave to have for his lunch the next
day.
Luckily for his friends, Odysseus is incredibly clever and comes up
with an escape plan. The next morning, while Polyphemus is out farming,
Odysseus finds a wooden staff in the cave and heats it over the fire. 

2. Cyclops continued (Book 9)
When Polyphemus returns, Odysseus tricks him into
getting drunk before he eats the rest of Odysseus’s
crew. Polyphemus, feeling very happy with a bellyful
of wine, asks Odysseus his name. As part of his clever
plan, Odysseus tells him that his name is “Nobody”. Soon
after, Polyphemus falls asleep. Odysseus and his
friends carefully sneak up on the cyclops and jab him
in the eye with the red-hot staff. Polyphemus wakes up
with a shriek, but when he shouts to his neighbours,
“Nobody is killing me!”, they think everything is fine! 
The surviving men then sneak out of the cave. When they
get safely back to their ship, Odysseus foolishly shouts
his real name at Polyphemus to taunt him. As Odysseus
and his crew sail away, the now blind giant Polyphemus
says a prayer to his father, the god Poseidon, and asks
him to punish those who blinded him.

Who is Odysseus anyway?
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