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	Objective
	The course seeks to provide post-graduate students with a general introduction to the sources, systems and foundations of international human rights law.

	Lecturer(s)
	Name
	Office
	Ext
	E-mail

	
	Dr. Kathleen Cavanaugh
	Room 202
	3799

	Kathleen.cavanaugh@nuigalway.ie

	Times
	
	Day
	Time
	Venue

	
	
	Wednesday
	2:00-5:00
	Concourse

AC202

	Tutorials
	Days                                              Location

Mondays or Thursdays                     Seminar Room at the       

See Syllabus for Dates/Times           Irish Centre for Human Rights

	Overall Learning Outcomes
	· Be able to conduct effective research in the field of international human rights law.  

· Be familiar with the major universal and regional systems of human rights law, their relationships to each other, and the legal value and authority of declarations, decisions, judgments and other materials generated by them.

· Be comfortable with general concepts of public international law, to the extent that they are relevant in the field of human rights. 

· Develop an awareness of the primary areas of concern within the field of international human rights law and other relevant branches of international law, and the ways in which human rights are promoted and protected.

	Format
	The course combines seminars and student presentations. Students are expected to prepare for the seminars by reading the materials recommended in the syllabus.  Each seminar's reading includes materials in the required texts as well as additional reading.  Students are, of course, urged to go beyond the recommended readings.

	Programme(s)
	Required for the LLM in Human Rights

Open to all LLM Programmes at the Irish Centre for Human Rights

	Course Material
	A course web is available at http://blackboard.nuigalway.ie


	Core Text
	International Human Rights Law, Moeckli et al., 2017 (the third edition).
ISBN: 978-0-19-876723-7

	Supplementary Texts
	International Law Journals, weekly readings (see below)

	Assessment
	Evaluation will be by examination to be distributed on Nov. 28th.


Background reading:
For teaching purposes, readings will be assigned regularly from:

International Human Rights Law, Moeckli et al., 2017 (the third edition).

ISBN: 9780198767237
It is also strongly advised that students consult a textbook in public international law.  The following volume is recommended:
International Law, Malcolm N. Shaw, CUP, 2014
The books have been ordered at the campus book shop.  They can also be ordered direct from the publishers, or from Amazon, etc. There is a limited number of copies in the Library.  

· Legal instruments

All relevant legal instruments are available on the internet.  A number of websites provide access to these documents.  If students wish to purchase a volume of documents, they may consider:

Ian Brownlie & Guy S. Goodwin-gill, Basic Documents on Human Rights, OUP 2010.

· Law Reports

Virtually all relevant case law in the field of international human rights is available on the websites of the various tribunals, courts and committees.  These can be accessed through the various gateways that can be found on the Centre’s website.

For the European system, many of the cases have been published in the European Human Rights Reports, which is available in the university library, and in the official publications of the Council of Europe.

Documents of the United Nations and Inter-American systems are available in hard copy or on microfiche at the university library.

· Law Journals

The principal journals in the field of international human rights are:

Human Rights Quarterly

Human Rights Law Journal

Netherlands Quarterly of Human Rights

Human Rights Law Review

Columbia Human Rights Law Review


Harvard Human Rights Journal

Boston College Journal of Law and Social Justice

Yale Human Rights & Development Law Journal


Indiana Journal of Global Legal Studies


Buffalo Human Rights Law Review


Northwestern University Journal of International Human Rights 

Many relevant articles appear in academic journals in the field of public international law, such as:

American Journal of International Law

International and Comparative Law Quarterly

Leiden Journal of International Law

European Journal of International Law

These periodicals are available in the university library.  The collection is supplemented with on-line journals available through J-Store, Hein On-Line and Lexis-Nexus, to which all registered students should have access via the website.  

Sessions

Please note that all classes will take place in the Concourse AC202 except for the first session which is held on Thursday, September 20th from 4-6 p.m. in room and the final sessions on 19 November, which will be held in the Centre’s seminar room throughout the afternoon. All tutorials will be held in the ICHR’s seminar room.  Please follow the timetable below.  

· Thursday September 20th –
4:00-6:00 PM
McMunn Theatre (Concourse)
[Professor Siobhan Mullally]

The Foundations of International Human Rights Law


Reading:
Chapters 1, 2 and 3, International Human Rights Law, Moeckli et al., 2017 (the third edition).
Arendt, Hannah, The Origins of Totalitarianism, Ch.9 (On the Decline of the Nation State and the Rights of Man)

Please also bring with you or have electronic access to The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948).
· Wednesday Sept. 26 – 
2:00-5:00 PM
Location:
AC202

Understanding Human Rights treaties


Reading:

International Human Rights Law, Moeckli et al., 2017 (the third edition).

Chapters 4 (65-70),5 and 6
Tutorial: 

Helen Kehoe, Monday October 1 [1:00-2:00 (Group 1) and 2:00-300 (Group 2]

Location:
Irish Centre for Human Rights
· Wednesday Oct. 3 – Dr. Anita Ferrara
2:00-5:00 PM
Location:
AC202

The United Nations Human Rights treaty system


Reading:
International Human Rights Law, Moeckli et al., 2017 (the third edition).

Chapter 19, pages 387-399
M. O’Flaherty, The Concluding Observations of United Nations Human Rights Treaty
Bodies, Human Rights Law Review, Volume 6, Issue 1, Pp. 27-52.

C. Broecker and M. O’Flaherty, The Outcome of the General Assembly’s Treaty Body

Strengthening Process, at:

http://www.universal-rights.org/reports/policy-reports
Tutorial: 

Helen Kehoe, Monday October 8 [1:00-2:00 (Group 1) and 2:00-300 (Group 2)]

Location:
Irish Centre for Human Rights


· Wednesday Oct. 10 –
2:00-5:00 PM
Location:

AC202

The UN Charter-based Human Rights System

Reading:
International Human Rights Law, Moeckli et al., 2017 (the third edition).


Chapter 19, pages 369-386; 400-408
The three background papers on the topic of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights at:

http://www2.law.columbia.edu/hri/symposium/symposiumbackground.htm
Tutorial: 

Kathleen Cavanaugh, Thursday October 11 [3:00-4:00 (Group 1) and 4:00-5:00 (Group 2]

Location:
Irish Centre for Human Rights
· Wednesday Oct. 17 –
2:00-5:00 PM

Location: AC202

Elvira Domínguez Redondo, Universal Periodic Review: Is There Life Beyond Naming and Shaming in Human Rights Implementation? New Zealand Law Review (2012, vol. 4) at:
https://www.academia.edu/1790209/Universal_Periodic_Review_Is_There_Life_Beyond_Naming_and Shaming_in_Human_Rights_Implementation

Guest Lecturer:  
Dr. Elvira Dominguez-Redondo
Title :


Governments as Monitors of International Human Rights

 


Implementation: the UPR

· Wednesday Oct. 24 – 
2:00-5:00 PM


Location: AC202
Categories of Rights: Civil & Political Rights (Freedom of Religion)
Reading:

International Human Rights Law, Moeckli et al., 2017 (the third edition). Pages: 210-17.

Heiner Bielefeldt. "Misperceptions of Freedom of Religion or Belief." Human Rights Quarterly 35.1 (2013): 33-68. 

5 Harv. Hum. Rts. J. 101 (2002) International Human Rights Movement: Part of the Problem?, Kennedy, David [ 26 pages, 101 to 126 ]  See particularly 114-116.

Gunn, T. Jeremy, ‘The Complexity of Religion and the Definition of Religion in International Law’, 16 Harv. Hum. Rts. J. 189 (2003) 

The Case of Lautsi and Others v Italy

Leyla Sahin v. Turkey, App. No. 44774/98, Eur. Ct. H.R. (2004) 
Tutorial: 

Kathleen Cavanaugh, Thursday October 25 [3:00-4:00 (Group 1) and 4:00-5:00 (Group 2]

Location:
Irish Centre for Human Rights
· Wednesday Oct. 31th – 

2:00-5:00 PM
Location:
AC202

Regional Human Rights Mechanisms

Reading:

International Human Rights Law, Moeckli et al., 2017 (the third edition).

Chapters 20-23
European Convention on Human Rights, (1955) 213 UNTS 221, as amended, and protocols, available at: http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Convention_ENG.pdf
Charter of Fundamental Rights, OJ C 364/1, 18 December 2000 available at 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/charter/pdf/text_en.pdf
American Convention on Human Rights, (1979) 1144 UNTS 123, available at 

http://www.oas.org/dil/treaties_B-32_American_Convention_on_Human_Rights.htm
African [Banjul] Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights, adopted June 27, 1981, OAU Doc. CAB/LEG/67/3 rev. 5, 21 I.L.M. 58 (1982), entered into force Oct. 21, 1986.  Available at: 

http://www.achpr.org/files/instruments/achpr/banjul_charter.pdf
Tutorial: 

[Hasret Cetinkaya] November 1 [3:00-4:00 (Group 1) and 4:00-5:00 (Group 2)]

Location:
Irish Centre for Human Rights
Wednesday Nov. 7 – 
2:00-5:00 PM


Location: AC202
States of Emergency  

Topics covered:


· What constitutes a public emergency

· Norms applicable in situations of emergency

· Non-derogable rights

· ‘Permanent’ state of emergency

Recommended readings:

International Human Rights Law, Moeckli et al., 2017 (the third edition).

Chapter 29
Human Rights Committee, General Comment 29: States of Emergency (Article 4), CCPR/C/21/Rev.1/Add.11.

Lawless v. Ireland (no 3 merits), (App. No. 332/57) ECHR 1 July 1961

A and Others v. The United Kingdom, (App. No. 3455/05) ECHR 19 February 2009
European Journal of International Law, April 2003 (entire journal). [This is a special edition which deals entirely with human rights law post September 11th and in the context of the ‘war on terror’].
Tutorial: 

[Noemi Magugliani] November 8 [3:00-4:00 (Group 1) and 4:00-5:00 (Group 2)]
Location:
Irish Centre for Human Rights
Wednesday Nov. 14th - 
2:00-5:00 PM


Location: AC202

Contemporary Issues in Human Rights: Cultural Relativity and Othering 
Recommended readings:

On Relativity and Rights

International Human Rights Law, Moeckli et al., 2017 (the third edition).

Pages 50-52
Isabell Gunning, Arrogant Perception, World Traveling, and Multicultural Feminism: The Case of Female Genital Surgeries" in 23 COLUMBIA HUMAN RIGHTS LAW REVIEW 189 (1992)
Constructing the Other

Recommended readings:

Christina Pantazis & Simon Pemberton, From the Old to the New Suspect Communities, BRIT. J. CRIMINOL. (2009) 49, 646–666
Ruth Jamieson & Kieran McEvoy, State Crime by Proxy and Juridicial Othering, 45 Brit. J. Criminol 504, (2005).  

Tutorial: 

[Hasret Cetinkaya] November 15th [3:00-4:00 (Group 1) and 4:00-5:00 (Group 2)]

Location:
Irish Centre for Human Rights
· Monday Nov. 19th – ICHR Seminar Room 

Tutorials for Exam
12:00-1:00
Group 1

1-15-2:15
Group 2

· Wednesday Nov. 28th
Exam (take home or in class)
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